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‘Arafat to meet Clinton in February’ 

SHARM AL SHEIKH (AP) — Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafitt will meet U.S. Preadeni Bill Clinton on Feb. 4 in 
tt&sfaingion, P&Jesiinjan Planning M'umer Nabii Shaath 
saidSanjJy. Shaath gave no details, but the meeting will 
most probably focus on the implementation of the U S*-hro 
tered W^e River peace agreement, which lias been stalled 
since Dcccfflbcr whtti Isixtcl nLfijscd to proceed with ^1 
scheduled withdrawal of troops fiom the West Bank. ShaatJi 
to reporters after tails between Arafat and Eevptian 
presktem Hosra Mubarak in the Eevptian Red Sea reson of 
Sham H Sheikh The two feadere discussed telSSS 
peace process and die “settlement explosion’' in Jerusalem, 
Shaath said, referring to Israelis building and oo.'apvin" 
houses in die additionally Arab pan of the city. Ndth/r 
Artfel nor Mubarak spoke to reporters after their muetinc 
Arafet later amved hack in the Gaza Strip. 
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Kuwaiti FM arrives Tuesday 

AMMAN iJ.T.l — Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad AJ 
Sabah is expected to arrive Tuesday to offer congrat- 
ulations from Emir Sheikh Jaber A! Ahmad Al Sabah 
, to His Majesty King Hussein on his recovery, on offi- 
i cial said Saturday. “In his first official visit to Jordan 
since 1990, Sheikh Sabah is also expected to discuss 
with King Hussein and senior officials bilateral rela- 
tions and means of improving them," the source told 
die Jordan Times. Foreign Minister Abdul Ilah Kharib 
is due to visit Kuwait before the end of the month. 
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Kuwait on agenda 
for meeting 
of Iraqi MPs 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Kuwait 
mJ] figure high on the agenda 
of an extraxdrnaty meeting of 
the Iraqi parliament Tuesday, 
its speaker. Saadun Hammadi, 
said. ‘'The Kuwait government 
has taken part in the U.S.- 
British aggression againsr Iraq 
by allowing their forces to use 
its territory... and paying 
towards its costs.” Hammadi 
said. ‘It’s the right of the repre- 
sentatives of the Iraqi people 
gathered in the National 
Assembly to discuss this issue 
— it's an expression of democ- 
racy and a legitimate right,” he 
told the official news agency' 
INA. In its last extraordinary 
meeting on Jan. 10, the parlia- 
ment raged limp leader Sad- 
dam Hussein to no longer 
recognise “unjust” UK reso- 
lutions. 

Bus crash kills 12 
people in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — A bus collid- 
ed head an with a truck north 
of Cairo on Saturday, lulling 
12 people and seriously 
wouiding 13 others, police 
officials said. The crash 
occurred as the two vehicles 
woe speeding , towards each 
other along a highway near the 
town of Qutouc, Gharbiya 
province, some 90 kilometres 
north of Cairo, the officials 
said. The injured were admit- 
ted to the Qutour and Tania 
geoaal hospitals, the officials 
added, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. The truck driver 
has beat arrested and police 
said they would arrest the bus 
driver once he has left hospital. 

Greek students still 
on strike after talks 

ATHENS CAP) — The gov- 
ernment foiled to tweak the 
deadlock over disruptive two- 
month protests at high schools 
Saturday despite giving into 
demands for face-to-face talks 
with the teenage demonstra- 
tors. Utile progress was report- 
ed after an eight-hour meeting 
between Education Minister 
Gerasimos Arsenis and about 
40 student representatives. 
High school students are 
expected to continue iheir 
protests, staging street rallies 
and daily blockades of busy 
roads as well as continuing the 
occupation of hundreds of 
school buildings. Thousands 
of children in their last two 
years of schooling have missed 
most of the winter semester as 
a result of the protests. 

Trimble set to 
halt N. Ireland 
peace process 

BELFAST (AFP) — Northern 
Ireland's First Minister David 
Trimble said Saturday he W3S 
realty to suspend the British 
province’s peace process if 
paramflitaiygroupskeqrreftis- 
ing to disarm. “If it is necessary 
to park the process for a while 
si as to tackle the obstacles cre- 
sed by the paramilitaries, well 
and good Trimble said on 
BBC Ulster Radio. Trimble, 
who also leads rite Ulster 
Unionist Party, is refusing to 
ftwn a government unless 
paarialiiary groups, notably 
he .Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), be gin to turn in their 
weapons. 

five Pakistanis 
tailed by gunman 

MULXAN (R) — Rve minori- 
ty Srnte Muslims were killed 
(ty a gunman on a motorcycle 
it) a villa g e in Pakistan's Pun- 
i* province on Saturday, 
police said. They said one of 
**0 mol on the motorcycle 
°[>3Kd fte at Shiite cl eric Pir 
Sabir Sultan Shab and fourdis- 
- ttpfes in Mhak Sial, a village 
100 km northeast of the 
L-ftntftem Punjab city of Multan 
% Four men died instantly 
^ a fifth bier in bospitaL 
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Iraq to seek ‘fair’ decision on U.N. 
sanctions at Arab FMs’ meeting 

‘Kuwait will attend Arab summit with Baghdad’ 


CAIRO I AFP ) — ln*| cxpecLs 
Arab foreign ministers to con- 
demn last month’s U.S.-British 
air strikes and to reach a ’lair" 
decision on lifting UJM. sanc- 
tions at their meeting here Sun- 
day, Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said AJ Sahhaf said. 

“The minimum required is a 
condemnation of the Americun- 
British aggression and the adop- 
tion by the Arabs of a fair posi- 
tion art the lifting of eight years 
of sanctions," Sahhaf told 
reporters following a meeting 
with Arab League chief Esmai 
Abdul Meguid 
"We believe the Arabs should 
support us because imemational 
responsibility for the fierce 
aggression falls on those who 
carried it out — the Americans 
and the British and the other 
parties who took part with 
them," he said 
Sahhaf also said that Baghdad 
wanted “Arab countries to help 
Iraq to resolve outstanding 
quekions with the U_N. Securi- 
ty Council” and expected “com- 
pensation” for the Dec. 16-20 
air strikes by the United States 
and Britain for Iraq's alleged 
refusal to cooperate with U.N. 
aims inspectors. 

The Iraqi foreign minister said 
he briefed Abdul Meguid on 
‘the Iraqi point of view and the 
acceptable minimum” that 
Baghdad expects from the 
meeting of foreign ministers at 
Arab League headquarters here 
Sunday. 

Asked what he expected fiom 
the meeting. Sahhaf said "We 
don’t yet know what the final 
results of the meeting will be. 
We are cooperating with efforts 
to reach an acceptable solution." 

Abdul Meguid held a series of 
informal consultations Saturday 
with a number of foreign minis- 
ters ahead of Sunday’s meeting 
in an attempt to find a “common 
Arab attitude.” 


He was due to iILsciinn with 
them a draft resolution already 
hammered out at two meetings 
earlier litis month in Egypt by 
the foreign ministers of Egypt, 
Oman, Saudi .Arabia, Syria and 
Yemen. 

The resolution appeals to the 
U.N. Security Council to lift the 
sanctions imposed on the Iraqi 
people in 1990, but also calls on 
Baghdad to respect Security 
Council resolutions and the sov- 
ereignty of Kuwait and its fron- 
tiers, on Arab League official 
said. 

It also explicitly condemns 
December’s U.S.-British air 
strikes against Iraq, and “rejects 
all military action undertaken 
without a mandate from the 
Security Council.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Anir Musa held talks with Sah- 
haf and outlined four principles 
on which “all Arab countries 
agree." 

They are Iraq’s territorial 
integrity, the need to relieve the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people, 
non-interference in the coun- 
try's internal affairs and the need 
to find political solutions to the 
Iraq issue, he said 

Sundry's foreign ministers' 
meeting was originally called at 
the request of Yemen in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
U.S.-British air raids against 
Iraq to discuss convening a full 
Arab summit dedicated to the 
Iraq crisis. 

Most of the Gulf states, led by 
Saudi Arabia, have so far 
refused to lake part in any sum- 
mit attended by Iraq. 

However, Yemen's Foreign 
Minister Abdul Qader Bajam- 
mal was upbeat after meeting 
Abdul Meguid. He told journal- 
ists his country wanted to con- 
vince other Arab stales to partic- 
ipate in a "summit dedicated to 
the Arab world’s present issues 
and aimed at restoring Arab 



Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said Al Sahhaf and Arab League Secretary' General 
Esnial Abdul Meguid leave a joint meeting Saturday in Cairo (AFP photo i 


unity. 

He said he and Abdul Meguid 
hud arrived al *a common 
vision of ways to work during 
Sunday’s meeting.” and predict- 
ed it would he successful. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 

Farouq Sharaa, who is to chair 
Sunday's meeting, speaking to 
journalists before meeting 

Abdul Meguid. also stressed the 
importance of restoring "lost 
Arab solidarity.” 

In spite of the reservations of 
other Gulf stales, Kuwait's For- 


eign Minister Sheikh Sahah .Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah insisted Satur- 
day as he arrived liere for the 
ministerial meeting that his 
country was preptired to take 
pan in an Arab summit attended 
by Baghdad. 

"Kuwait has never been an 
obstacle to the holding of a 
summit and it then* is agree- 
ment on such a summit Kuwait 
will participate whether Iraq 
attends or not." Sheikh Sabah 
said. 

Nevertheless, he hit hack ar 


Iraqi claims that it was Kuwait 
and not Baghdad that now 
posed the main threat to Gulf 
security. 

“As far as Kuwait is con- 
cerned, the victim is being 
turned into the criminal and the 
murderer is being passed off as 
an innocent,” Sheikh Sabah 
said. 

"Iraqi attacks are aimed not 
just at Kuwait but at the whole 
of the .Arab World — that's 
why the whole Arab Worid 
must defend itself" he said 


U.S. warplanes 
bomb missile sites 
in southern Iraq 


WASHINGTON (APi — 
American warplanes 
patrolling the "no- flv" 
zone over southern Iraq 
bombed two surface-to-air 
missile installations Satur- 
day after encountering 
Iraqi MiGs "darting in and 
out” of the off-limits air- 
space. U.S. officials said. 

The two American F-14 
Tomcats and two F/A-1S 
Hornets returned safely to 
the USS Carl Vinson in the 
Gulf, according to the 
L’.S. Central Command 
outside Tampa. Florida, 
and the Pentagon. 

Iraqi officials in Bagh- 
dad had no immediate 
comment. 

The bombings, the latest 
in a siring of clashes, 
occurred at 0615 GMT 
w hen American planes on 
routine patrol detected 
two Iraqi warplanes "dart- 
ing in and out” of the 
restricted airspace over 
southern Iraq, a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

The Americans 

"responded to a threat ini- 
tiated by two Iraqi MiG- 
218 flying south of 53rd 
Parallel in Iraq and ground 
fire from anti-aircraft 
artillery." said Lt. Col. 
Mike Milord, a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

The American planes 
dropped laser-guided 
bombs on two Iraqi sur- 
face-to-air missile sys- 
tems. A damage assess- 
ment of the sites was still 
under way, a U.S. official 
said Saturday. 

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
Capt. Michael Shavers, a 
spokesman for Operation 
Southern Watch, told The 
Associated Press in a 
phone interview that there 
were two "incidents” Sat- 
urday momms in the 


southern no-fly zone. 

There was "no air-to-air 
engagement" between the 
Iraqi planes and the U.S. 
pi tines that observed them. 
Shavers said. 

Shavers declined to say 
what Iraqi action pro- 
voked the attack. He said 
each of the four American 
planes dropped a preci- 
sion-guided bomb on the 
Iraqi air-defence site. 

At the White House, 
National Security Council 
spokesman David Leavy 
said Saturday’s clash 
would not alter U.S. 
resolve to enforce the 
flight-interdiction zones 
that Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein agreed to at 
the end of the 1991 Gulf 
War, which followed 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

The northern no-fly zone 
was set up in 1 99 j" north 
of the 36th Parallel to keep 
Saddam from attacking 
Kurds with his aircraft. 

The southern zone was 
set up in 1992 to protect 
southern Shiite Muslims, 
and prohibit attacks 
against Iraq’s southern 
neighbours. 

Since U.S. and British 
air attacks against Iraq in 
mid-December. U.S. war- 
planes have attacked sev- 
eral installations after U.S. 
officials said they were 
challenged by Iraqi forces 
in the no-fly zones. 

The U.S. and British air 
strikes on Dec. 16-19 tar- 
geted Iraqi military and 
communications centres 
after U.N. arms inspectors 
accused Baghdad of 
obstructing their efforts to 
eliminate Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction as 
required by U.N. resolu- 
tions that ended the 1991 
Gulf War. 


Iraq, Kuwait dismiss 
reports of Iraqi troop 
buildup on border 


Agencies 

rRAQ’S FOREIGN Min- 
ister Mohammad Said Al 
Sahhaf denied on Satur- 
day that Baghdad was 
massing troops along its 
borders with Gulf neigh- 
bours. 

“There is no military 
build-up on the Kuwait 
and Saudi border and 
these reports are lies,” he 
told reporters in Cairo, 
where he is due to attend 
an Arab League meeting 
on Sunday. 

The official Iraqi news- 
agency INA, in a dispatch 
monitored in Baghdad, 
quoted Sahhat' as calling 
the reports of a build-up 
"American nonsense. 

Also on Saturday, 
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Ai Ahmad 
A I Sabah dismissed 
reports that Iraq was 
massing troops at the bor- 
der, the official KUNA 
news agency said. 

“Our reports indicate 
that there is no Iraqi mass- 
jn° of troops on the 
Kuwaiti borders beyond 
the normal level,” he said 
in a statement as he left 
for the ministerial meet- 
ing in Cairo. 

“We are always exercis- 
ing caution and alertness 
concerning any rumours 
in this regard ” he added. 

The Iran-based Supreme 
Council for Islamic Revo- 
lution in Iraq (SCIRlh an 


Iraqi opposition group, 
said Friday that Baghdad 
was massing troops and 
missiles near its southern 
borders. 

It said there was a major 
deployment of surface-to- 
air and Scud missiles, an 
army brigade. Republican 
Guard and Bauth Party 
units and other security 
forces to southern ureas. 

Officers and other 
sources had told Reuters 
in Kuw r ait that Iraq had 
moved military hardware 
and troops into its south 
in recent weeks, apparent- 
ly to quell internal Mus- 
lim Shi' ite opposition and 
intimidate neighbouring 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

On Friday, a United 
Nations Iraq-Kuwuit 
Observation Mission offi- 
cial in Kuwait said there 
were no unusual Iraqi 
troop movements near the 
southern border with 
Kuwait. On Saturday, 
Kuwait's foreign minister 
said Iraqi military rein- 
forcements in the south 
were normal. 

Iraq this week blasted 
Kuwait for allowing its 
bases to be used during 
raids on Iraq in Decem- 
ber, when U.S. and British 
planes mounted their 
biegest offensive since the 
1991 Gulf war. which 
ended a seven-month Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait. 


Netanyahu fires Mordechai as defence minister 


TEL AVIV iAFPi — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyumin Netanyahu fired 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai on Saturday, 
finalising the rupture 
between the two rivals 
ahead of May elections. 

Netanyahu immediately 
said he had asked Conner 
Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens, an elder statesman 
who had been leading an 
internal revolt against the 
prime minister inside die 
governing Likud Party, to 
return to the post. 

Arens. 73. said he would 
reply to the offer only next 
week. 

The dramatic moves 

came a day alter 

Mordechai. considered the 
most moderate and popu- 
lar member oi 

Netanyahu's right-wing 
government, broke with 
the Likud to join a new 
centrist party fur the May 
elections. 

At a meeting of Likud 
leaders which he opened 
to ihe press at the last 
minute, Netanyahu 

announced that lie had sent 
Mordechai a dismissal let- 
ter earlier in the day. The 
dismissal will lake effect 
in 48 hours. 



Yitzhak Mordechai 

In a stinging attack on 
his former associate, 
Netanyahu said Mordechai 
defected from Likud only 
because he could not 
obtain a guarantee that he 
would be reappointed 
defence minister in a 
future Netanyahu govern- 
ment. 

“In the Iasi few weeks I 
realised that vour personal 
ambition is stronger than 
any other consideration." 
Netanyahu said, reading 
his letter to Mordechai. 

“You wanted a guaran- 
teed place as minister of 
defence but I couldn't 


guarantee this because you 
doubted the ideology of 
the Likud." he said, refer- 
ring to criticism by 
Mordechai of the govern- 
ment's hardline stance in 
peace negotiations with 
the Palestinians. 

Mordechai. a stocky for- 
mer general known for his 
common touch with the 
public, fired back, saying 
Netanyahu's letter "is full 
of lies and inconsisten- 
cies.” 

"Netanyahu is not wor- 
thy of my confidence and 
respect and I don't think 
he merits the confidence 
of the Israeli people," 
Mordechai said in a tele- 
vised interview. 

"The people of Israel 
deserve better leadership 
and I intend, wtith my 
friends', to offer a different 
leadership,” he said. 

Mordechai was speaking 
from his home near 
Jerusalem in the company 
of former army chief of 
staff Amnon Lipkin-Sha- 
hak and other figures who 
are creating a centrist 
party to run candidates for 
parliament and prime min- 
ister. 

His remarks were the 
first public confirmation 


that he will be joining the 
centrist grouping, most 
likely as its prime ministe- 
rial candidate. 

Mordechai \ defection 
from Likud is the severest 
blow yet to Netanyahu’s 
reeJection hopes. 

A number of veteran 
Likud figures have already 
broken w ith Netanyahu, 
two of them — former 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor and ex-Tel Aviv 
Mayor Roni Milo — join- 
ing forces with Lipkin- 
Shahak and now 
Mordechai. 

But none of them have 
the popularity and poten- 
tial voter appeal of 
Mordechai. who immi- 
grated from Iraq as a child 
and rose to become a high-, 
ly decorated general and 
successful politician. 

Other Likud figures are 
challenging Netanyahu for 
the party leadership, 
although it was not imme- 
diately dear if 
Netanyahu’s bid to reap- 
point Arens as defence 
minister would quell the 
revolt. 

Mordechai joined the 
Likud Party just months 
before the last elections in 
May 1996 and his role as a 


constant campaign com- 
panion alongside 

Netanyahu was credited 
with bringing victory 
against Labour incumbent 
Shimon Peres. 

It was far from clear if 
Mordechai can be :ts suc- 
cessful in trying to topple 
Netanyahu as he was in 
aiding his election. 

Opinion polls indicate 
the likeliest scenario in the 
direct election for prime 
minister w'ill see 
Mordechai eliminated in a 
first round. leaving 
Netanyahu and Labour 
Party leader Ehud Barak in 
u run-off. 

But the new centrist 
parry' could make a strong 
showing in the parallel 
parliamentary vote, giving 
ir a major role in forming 
the next government. 

Barak lost no time in 
calling on Mordechai to 
join forces to defeat 
Netanyahu. 

"Mordechai is joining a 
group of wonderful lead- 
ers who all reached the 
conclusion that Netanyahu 
is destroying the country,” 
he said. 

"We (Labour and centre] 
will bring a real change to 
the country,” he said. 


Israeli shelling damages homes, cuts power in Lebanon 


RASHAYA (AFP) — Ten 
homes were damaged and 
power was cut in four vil- 
lages in souihetiNicrn 
Lebanon Saturday alter 
Israel shelled the area fol- 
lowing attacks on its posi- 
tions by Hizbofiah guer- 
rillas, police said. 


The heavy bombard- 
ment of the western Bekaa 
damaged 10 houses in 2i)- 
laya. but no casualties 
were reported, the police 
said. 

Shells also fell on a 
power line in Ziilaya. cul- 
ling electricity supply in 


the village and nearby 
Qilya, Dallafa and 
Yohmor. they said. 

The shelling came after 
a series of attacks by 
guerrillas of the Islamic 
Resistance, the military 
wing of the Shiiie Hizbol- 
lah,~ on the Israeli-occu- 


pied border zone in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

The guerrillas fired 
rockets and machineguns 
on portions manned by 
Israeli troops and their 
allied South Lebanon 
Army militia in Zimraya, 
Ain Qinya. Kawkaba and 


Abu Qamha, a Hizbollah 
spokesman told AFP. 

There were no reports of 
casualties from the guer- 
rilla attacks. 

Hizbollah spearheads 
efforts to end Israel’s 20- 
yeur occupation of south- 
ern Lebanon. 
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Saddam: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait aiding |U.S. still hostile 


United States in weakening Arabs 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
accused Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait of flooding the global 
oil market, leading to the 
impoverishment of other 
.Arab countries and the 
enrichment of the United 
States. 

Jn a rare front-page news- 
paper editorial published Sat- 
urday. Saddam accused the 
rulers of the tw o countries of 
being more concerned about 
their “chair" than their peo- 
ple. 

"Saudi rulers have caused 
great calamities to the Arab 
nation and committed aggres- 
sion on its right since they 
became a bridge for the for- 
eigner." Saddam wrote in the 
government’s A1 Jumhouriya 
newspaper. 

He wrote that the United 
States has built up a huge 
stock of oil by buying cheap- 
ly. and is in a position to sell 
it at a profit when the prices 
go up. The United States has 
often used its inventory to 
influence the oil markets. 

"It is America, to a large 
extent, which controls the 
price of oil throughout the 
world and not laws of supply 
and demand." Saddam wrote. 

Oil prices are now at a 
record low. a barrel selling 
around S10. down from about 
S20 a year ago. Efforts by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
have failed to halt the free 
fall. 

Saddam wrote he does not 
see any solution to the global 
oil crisis until there is drastic 
change in policy in the two 
countries. 

He said Kuwait and Saudi 
.Arabia exerted pressure on 
OPEC members to lift their 
production ceiling "which led 
to the collapse of oil prices... 
inflicting great damage on the 
interests of member countries 
■including those of the Saudi 
people." The two countries 
.have handed "America and 
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Spanish demonstrators protest outside the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad Sat- 
urday to protest United Nations sanctions against Iraq. A 129-member Spanish delega- 
tion of trade unionists, NGOs and others is currently in Baghdad demanding the sanc- 
tions be lifted. They will leave Iraq on Monday (AP photo) 


Zionism knives to pierce the 
Arab Nation with." he said. 

Asia’s economic crisis and 
unseasonably warm fall in 
199S cut demand for oil. 
causing a glut in the market 
after *OPEC had already 
increased output. OPEC con- 
trols 40 per cent of the 
world's daily oil production. 

The crisis has hit Iraq hard. 

The United Nations cur- 
rently allows Iraq to sell oil 
worth not more than $5.2 bil- 
lion every six months for 
buying essential goods. 

But low oil prices have pre- 
vented Iraq from reaching the 
U.N.ceiling. Its run-down oil 
industry could hardly make 
$3 billion during the past six- 
month period that ended in 
November though the coun- 
try kept pumping at its maxi- 
mum limit of about 25 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 

It is the second time in less 
than a month that Saddam 


has unleashed criticism 
against the two Arab Gulf 
states. 

Early this month, he exhort- 
ed Arabs to rise up against the 
rulers who did not denounce 
the mid-December U.S.- 
British air strikes on Iraq. 

The bombing was to punish 
Iraq after U.N. weapons 
inspectors said that Baghdad 
was blocking their work. The 
arms monitors are charged 
with eliminating Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

UntiJ that happens, the 
Security Council cannot lift 
trade sanctions imposed on 
Iraq in 1990 after its invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Iraq has hardened its posi- 
tion against the United 
Nations since the air strikes 
and demands an uncondition- 
al lifting of sanctions. It also 
refuses to let the inspectors 
resume work in Iraq. 

But mindful of the hard- 


ships caused by the sanctions, 
the Security Council is dis- 
cussing several proposals to 
end the impasse amid U.S. 
demands that the mission to 
remove Iraq's illegal 
weapons should not be com- 
promised. 

The issue will also be dis- 
cussed at a a meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers in Cairo on 
Sunday. Iraq's Mohammad 
Said Sahhaf is attending. 

But Iraq's most influential 
newspaper. Babel, said not 
much should be expected 
from the meeting. 

The conference "is bom 
dead because there are parties 
who undermined it before its 
start" Babel, published by 
Saddam’s son Odai. said in a 
front-page editorial. 

On Thursday. AI Sahhaf 
accused the United Stares of 
manipulating Arab leaders to 
ensure thar the Cairo confer- 
ence does not support Iraq. 


Iraqi leaders 
had miraculous 
escape from 
U.S. missile 
attack— Aziz 

BEIRUT 1 . AFP) — Iraqi lead- 
ers had a miraculous escape 
during last month's U.S. raids 
on Baghdad when a missile 
struck the foreign ministry but 
foiled to explode. Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said in remarks published Sat- 
urday. 

“They struck the headquar- 
ters of the foreign ministry 
while we were holding a 
meeting — Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Said AI Sahhaf and myself — 
but luckily the missile did not 
explode." Aziz said in an 
interview with the Lebanese 
newspaper AI Nahar. 

“The attack was aimed at 
killing us as leaders of the 
state," he said 

Aziz also charged that the 
December 16-20 U-S.-British 
raids had targeted The com- 
mand headquarters of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and the 
National Assembly." the Iraqi 
parliament. 

.Aziz' remarks were foe first 
official Iraqi admissi on that 
foe ministry of foreign affairs 
or parliament had been struck 

According to foe Iraqi 
authorities, foe U.S.-Brifi£h 
raids., earned out for Iraq's 
refusal to cooperate with U\ 
arms inspectors, killed 62 sol- 
diers and 73 civilians. The 
United States has said foe 
raids lolled between 600 and 
1.600 members of the aimed 
forces as well as a number of 
unidentified high-ranking 
members of the Iraqi govern^ 
menL 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran on 
Saturday accused the 
United States of maintain- 
ing a policy oi hostility' 
towards it and said there 
had been no improvement 
in bilateral relations. 

“Because there has been 
no practical 

change in America s 
behaviour towards the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, 
no change has taken place 
in relations between the 
two countries," the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hamid Reza 
Asefi as saying. 

“Despite * certain posi- 
tive remarks by American 


officials, there is a contra- 
diction (between their 
words and] their actions. 
Asefi said. 

He was commenting on 
recent remarks by U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albrighti who 
said Washington was pre- 
pared for an authorised 
and acknowledged dia- 
logue with Tehran, long 
its" arch-enemy. 

Relations have thawed 
slightly since moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami called for 
increased people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges a year ago. 

But supreme leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei, who 


outranks Khatami,-^^ 
ruled out -talks 
United States rOf'%|* 
resumption of dipk^^ 
relations. 

Iranian official 
said any imptovent^g 
ties is impossible 
as the United 
tains hostile' TpfigK 
against Iran, such'a^^K- 
and investment saw^JiflK 

Washington brpkj^|® 
diplomatic relaticm^^ 
the 1979 Islamic revolnT 
tion when Islamist stu- 
dents seized the .. U.S. 
embassy in Tehran. They 
held 52 Americans 
hostage for more than, a 
vear. - 


At least 20 killed in tribal 
clashes in Sudan 


KHARTOUM tAP) — Ac 
least 20 people were killed in 
clashes between Arab and 
African tribesmen in a town 
near the Sudanese border 
with Chad, a newspaper 
reported Saturday. 

The tribes fought Tuesday 
over grazing lands near 
Geneina, about 1.100 kilome- 
tres west of foe capital. Khar- 
toum. the .AI Rai Al Amm 
newspaper reported- The 
town is in foe western 
province of northern Darfur. 

Two senior tribal officials 
and a local official belonging 
to tiie ruling National Con- 
gress Party were killed, foe 
newspaper said. 

Interior Minister Brig. 
Abdul Raheem Mohammad 
Hussein and Defence Minis- 
ter Maj. Gen. Ibrahim 
Snleiman met with officials in 
the area in a bid to reduce ten- 
sions. it added. 

Nonhera Darfur has a large 
.Arab and .African tribal popu- 
lation. Clashes between 
nomadic .Arab tribesmen and 
the mainly agrarian Africans 
over dwindling plots of arable 
land are not trarommon dur- 
ing droughts. 


The clashes grew increas- from Chad and areas of tbe 
ingly violent in the 1980s south where rebels are.-figfa- 
with the spread of firearms ing the government . 

Sudan is studying 
ceasefire extension . 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's Minister erf Foreign Affairs Mnsrfa 
Qsman Ismail said on Saturday Sudan was studying whohff to 
extend a ceasefire in its war with rebels. • 

Ismail said in a statement Sudan would discuss extending fe 
cease-fire in the Bahr Al Ghazal and Northern Upper Ntfearcra 
talks soon with a delegation related to the Inttr-Gove mi^l 
Authority for Development (TGAD). 

“This issue is one of the articles to be studied during tie ska to 
Sudan which the joint ministerial team of tire friends of ICADS3 
undertake from Jan. 23 to Jan. 26," he said . v- 

I GAD is a group of African states which has mediated befrfcea 
the Khartoum Islamist government and Sudan People’s Ubffitioo 
.Army (SPLA) rebels to try to end the 15-vear civil war. -l'. 

Ismail restated Sudan's calls for a “comprehensive ceasefeto 
alleviate the suffering of the citizens who are affected by waraafro 
create the atmosphere conducive to peace." ’■■ re- 

united Nations officials have been trying to persuade foe waiting 
parties in southern Sudan to extend the ceasefire they say is area! 
to keeping thousands of people alive. 4-^ , 

Sudan rebel leader John Garang said in Cairo last week foatafcefc 
would extend the ceasefire if it would help relief work. 

Hundreds of thousands of people fled their homes when fgtlBg 
erupted in Bahr Al Ghazal last year and the disruption of agrinlae 
sparked a famine which killed thousands. . - 2 

The government and the SPLA declared a three- month ceafenfe 
in July. . ... 


Palestinians to get country code for phone calls 


By VYTUiam A- Orme Jr. 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — In a 
step toward virtual statehood. Pales- 
tinians are about io be granted a form 
of long-distance independence: tbeir 
own country code for international 
telephone calls. 

Over Israeli objections, the 
International Telecommunications 
Union quietly announced this month 
that area erode 970 had been reserved 
for the Palestinian National Authority 
tPNA i territory in the West Bank and 
Gaza. The union, a U.N. affiliate in 
Geneva, agreed in principle to give 
the Palestinians a code at its member- 
ship meeting in November. 

"We saw this as a very important 
derision for as.” I mad Falouji. 
telecommunications minister for the 
PNA. said when he received word of 
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the derision this week. "It meant that 
all of these countries are supporting 
us." 

Before the agency' formally assigns 
the code and it is put into use. the 
Palestinians have to meet additional 
legal and technical requirements. 
Those include installing new switch- 
ing sy stems and rerouting local tele- 
phone numbers. Falouji said that 
could be done in two or three months. 

"This wflj give us an independent 
gateway to all foe countries of the 
world." said Haiem HaJuwuni. 

president of Palestine Telecommu- 
nications Co., the PNA’s telephone 
monopoly. 

'This is going to make communi- 
cations much better and easier for the 
Palestinian people." 

Over five years the authority has 
gradually acquired some of foe trap- 


pings of sovereignty" a flag, overseas 
embassies, a widely accepted pass- 
port and a gleaming new international 
airport 

But an international dialing code is 
periiaps an even more potent modem 
symbol of serf-determination. The 
code will tacitly bestow global recog- 
nition on the serf-governed territories, 
or so Israel fears. Israel unsuccessful- 
ly argued that country codes should 
be reserved for UJV. member states. 

The Palestinians countered that two 
non-members. Hons Kong and Tai- 
wan. had codes, as do several multi- 
national telecommunications compa- 
nies like Iridium and Global Star. 

The 130.000 telephone lines regis- 
tered in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
are called from abroad by means of 
the Israeli 972 area code, a system 
that the Palestinians have found 


objectionable on philosophical and 
poetical grounds. 

“It is symbolic, but not only sym- 
bolic." Halawani said. “When you 
have a direct connection 

without an intermediary, it is a big 
advantage.” 

By agreement with Israel. Palestin- 
ian Telecommunications receives the 
revenue from international calls that 
originate in areas under Palestinian 
control but routes the calls through a 
contract with Golden Lines, one of 
three private long-distance compa- 
nies in IsraeL 

Having its own code and switching 
equipment would open foe way to 
revenue-sharing deals and technolog- 
ical partnerships with other countries 
and international te leco mm unications 
companies, industry analysts said. 

The International Telecomm uni ca- 


tions Union governs the global allo- 
cation and regulation of area codes, 
broadcast frequencies, Internet band- 
widths and satellite rignak . ft voted to 
give what it called Palestine its own 
country code, as well as its own radio 
call signs and broadcast-frequency 
assignments. 

The Israeli delegation formally 
objected, contending that foe move 
violated the Oslo peace pact of 1995, 
which cnlk for foe Palestinians and 
Israel to negotiate changes in tele- 
phone codes and broadcast frequen- 
cies. and the Wye River memoran- 
dum of last year, which bans unspec- 
ified “unilateral actions" that affect 
the “status” of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The Israelis called the Palestinian 
request for a country' code "strictly 
politically motivated, as it lacks any 


genuine technical or otherwise objec- 
tive justification." But the Palestini- 
ans prevailed, contending that four 
years of intermittent talks with Israel 
had not led to substantive progress. 

Officials of the International 
Telecommunications Union can- 
noned that tte Palestinians had “sctto 
wok to do" before the new code 
starts. ‘They need a switch and a 
numbering plan, and at the moment 
they don’t have either;" said Francine 
Lambert chief spokesman for the 
agency. 

The Palestinians said the remaining 
obstacles were financial and techni- 
cal. not political Arab countries have 
agreed to direct calls from their state 
telephone companies to the new 
code. Falouji said. 

The Israelis, however; continue to 
contend that a country code can be 
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16:10 The Pink Rimher 

16:20 The Pumpkin Patch 

16:30 Lift Off 

17:00 Doc Survival 

17:30 VidKids 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul .Aziz 

19KJ0 .News in French 

19:15 French Prograpime 

20:00 Fating and Health 

2£k30 Drama — Walker. Texas 
Ranger 

21:15 -...Doc. Faring & Ecology 

21:30 behind the Scenes 

22HM) News in English 

22-JO -Bitter Bk©d 

23:10 Drama — DoogieHowser 
0000 EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:09 Fajr 

06:30 —....(Sunrise) Doha 

11:48 _Dhuhr 

14:41 ‘Asr 

17:06 JVJaehreb 

18:26 ~‘lsha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swefieh,TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
462485 3/4624S II. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 


Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Internationa/ Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe Coflege TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646 1 38 

Church of Presentation, Swet- 
fiebTd. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Fjigifeh4 anguage 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 . 


WEATHER 

Bulletin .supplied by the Depart- 
ment afMewandvgy 
It will be relatively cold with a 
partly cloud sky and temperatures 
dropping slightly with occasional 
scattered showers in the eastern 
parts of the Kingdom. Winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 


In Aqaba scattered showers are 
expected with partly cloudy skies. 
Winds northerly moderate to 
active and seas choppy. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VaHey 


04/12 

.09/19’ 

—..01/14 

09/19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 20 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 52 per cent. 
Aqaha 28 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 


Ajtoun «... 

Jerash ... 

UmQays 

Madaba 

Petra 

Dead Sea 


.03/10 

05/14 

04/14 

03/13 

.CM/14 

11/21 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Balyat Bader 5332642 

Dr. WafiqQaddumi 4893342 

Dr. ftina Abdul Rrfum ..4126072 

De Khali Tbsfcq 4757253 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 


Utayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

jRuknAiDawa Pharmacy -5556169 

ERBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneta .402)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .102)275360 

ZAJRQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hfijawi ..i09 >985445 
Palestine Pharmacv..f09 >983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre — 46371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 366111 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

........ 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police.. 192 4621 1 1 1". 4637777 

Fire Brigade. 4617101 

Blood Bank .4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints.-.. .5605300 

Price Complaints 5661 1 76 

Water & Sewerage Ctwripfeunts 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

r47871.ll 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance] 121 

Overseas Calls — 0132 

Gratia] Amrrun Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs — ^5661 101 

Jordan Television .. .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .477411 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority >J815615 


Electric Power Co.._ 46363S I 

RJ Flight In/brmation.._44-53200 
Queen ABalraL Airport —44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sui^ery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Cfenne— 5S56856 

Ijunmfla 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 4642362 
Mafoas, J. Amman. — .4636140 
Palestine. Shroeisarn — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

■Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

ItaiiarcAFMuhajreen 4777101/3 

AI-Bashir 4775111/26 

Anny, Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157 100 

Amal Hospital 56071 55 

Al Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt Hospital -(09)983323 
Zarqa National HospttaL (091900560 
Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)98673 1 
Al HDona Modem Hospital 
(091990990 

XRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


Ibn Al Naiees Hospital 

(02)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7 1Q283 1. (02)710201 1 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital {03)2040!!! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights am be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJj FBghts 

0&00 —. Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

0&2S Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

OSbOQ — Beirut (RJ) 

0930 -Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJj 
1&45 — aNewYcikArnsastfamiRJ) 

17:45 — London (RJ) 

18KJ5 -—Athens (RJ) 

18:25 Madrid . Geneva (RJ) 

l!fc40 JEnsnJkftnt (RJ) 


18:40 Vienna (RJ) 

20:45 Rome. Thnjs (RJ) 

22:00 Paris, Brussels (RJ; 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

12 JO Aden tTY) 

14:35 -Istanbul (TK) 

18:00 — .Dubai. Damascus fEK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

18*15 Kiev (6U> 

19rf)5 Paris (AF) 

2Cfc25 Tei Aviv (LY) 

20--40 Can o (MS) 

22:25 ™ London, Damascus (BA) 

2335 .Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 LamacalCY) 

OOtiSS __ — -Bucharest (RO) 

02.*00 .... Rome (AZ> 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

lI:10.Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) [RW) 

lfirfXLAqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv ( arriving al QAIA) 
(RW) 

2250 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 


departures 


introduced only with their assert,® 
part of the broader peace effort. _L- 

“They still have to go through®," 
said Izzy Tapoofai, chairman ofifac 
board of Bezeq. the state-owned tele- 
phone company here. “I assure lbs 
they are a law-abiding authority!®! 
they wall do what the Oslo accords 
say.” 

Without Bezeq’s technical atipca- 
don, the changeover oould be cfifS- 
culL Palestinian telephone tines $&H 
function as Israeli local otimbec. 
with the 972 code for inebinibg 
international calls followed by - two- 
digit local codes, whether for Gazacr 
Tel Aviv. 

— The New York Tones 


UriW Rome, Toss (W) | 

11:00 .Tunis, Casablanca ^ ) 

11 :30 -Amaenkm. New Yort. (RQ ! 

\ ’ 12:15 London#!) j 

) 12:15 Afoens (Rfl j 

) 20-25 Cairo (Rfi.j 

' 2035 Athens (M) 

20-J0 r __Jeddab(Rfl | 

20:45 Damascns<?U) 


21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (SJ) j 

21:15 New Delhi (W) j 

22*45 I 

23:30 Bangkok: J 

00: 10 Fv t«b Lmnpun Jafadaffil • 

01-00 - JeAH iftddi'gfl-: 


Other FBghts 

07:10 

13:30 

15:35 

19:00 

19:40 


._JVai*fbrtfLH' 

Aden fffl = 

"feftrfe uljtP : 

Dubai (EK) 




05-JO 
07:45 
09*35 _ 
10:15 _ 


— Beirut (RJ) 

-—Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

Fnokfim: (RJ) 

Vienna (RT) 


20:00 Beirut (ft® 

21:10 ■TrfAviv(tY) 

21:40 Cairo 6$ , 

0035. AmsfiodoB ; 

01:55 Bucharest^ 0 ' : 

03:00 . 

Royal Wings (RW) . 

07:00 Aqaba (from 
port.) (RW) . ••• 

0830^Aqaba (from 
port.KRW) .. 

1630 Tel Aviv (from 
patKRW) 

20-30 _Aqaba (from 
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Mintoo^de wcJ Industry Mohammed Saleh Hourani (second left) with Cana- 
dian Minister of industry John Man ley (far right) ( Petra photo) 


Witnesses in JVA murder case testify 


By Rana Uussuini 

AMMAN — Witnesses in 
the case of two men stand- 
ing trial at the Criminal 
Court on charges of murder- 
ing a senior Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA> official in 
Deir Alla' in November told 
the court on Saturday that 
they saw the main suspect 
rushing out of the victim's 
office with u gun in his 
hand. 

Mohammad Abed. 41. a 
technician at the JVA. is 
standing trial on charges of 
(he premeditated murder of 
Mohammad Habashneh, 48. 


the assistant to the secretary 
general of the JVA in his 
Deir Alia’ office on Nov. 7, 
JWS. 

Hussein Mahmoud, 
Abed’s nephew, is standing 
trial on charges of complici- 
ty to the murder. 

"I saw Abed rushing out of 
my boss’s (die victim t office 
and he was holding a gun in 
his hand, and when ! went to 
check the matter. I saw 
Mohammad i Habashneh » 
lying on die floor in a pool 
of blood,” said Mohammad 
Saleh. 

Saleh, one of five prosecu- 
tion u i messes, told the court 


that he did not recall hearing 
Abed issue any threatening 
statements against his buss. 

Last week, three of the 
prosecution witnesses, 
including Habashneh's pri- 
vate secretary told the court 
that thev saw Abed enterinc 
Habashneh's office, then 
reported hearing loud nois- 
es. and finally saw the 
defendant leaving the vic- 
tim's office with a gun in his 
hand. 

According to court docu- 
ments. Abed was dismissed 
from his job upon Habash- 
neh's recommendation, 
because "the defendant was 


no- disciplined in his job and 
used to start problems with 
his fellow employees.” 

"Because of his poor per- 
formance and his repeated 
violations, the victim trans- 
ferred him to different 
departments and finally he 
recommended that he be 
dismissed from his job,” the 
charge sheet said. 

Abed decided to take 
revenge, and plotted to kill 
Habashneh. it added. 

On the morning of the 
incident, the charge sheet 
said. Abed asked his nephew 
io drive him to the Jordan 
Valiev. 


"The defendant entered 
Habashneh's office, and 
without saving a word, shot 
him four times, and left with 
Mahmoud who was waiting 
for him in the car.” the 
charge sheet said. 

During the opening trial in 
early January, both defen- 
dants pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. 

The tribunal, which wa> 
comprised of justices 
Mohammad Ajarmeh. 
Mifleh Mubeidin and Issa 
Haindan postponed the ses- 
sion until Jan. 26 io hear 
more prosecution witnesses. 
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Telecom industry can be basis 
for economic cooperation 
between Jordan, Canada 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Canadian 
Minister of Industry John 
Manley paid a two-day 
working visit to the Kingdom 
where he met with Jordanian 

counterparts and officials in 

the fields of telecommunica- 
tions, industry, and public 
works. 

“The Jordanian and Cana- 
dian governments enjoy 
quite an active- relationship in 
telecommunications particu- 
larly in the regulatory area,” 
Manley told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

He said; “The Canadian 
experience in telecommuni- 
cations can be offered on the 
basis of structure and frame- 
work as the world moves 
from a regulated monopoly 
in telecommunications to a 
competitive environment." 

Some Canadian regulatory 
models are already being 
used in Jordan's new regula- 
tory system, and the Canadi- 
an government has assisted 
in providing some of the 
legal background for the new 
telecommunications regula- 
tory structures that are being 
put in place. 

“We can offer useful expe- 
rience to Jordan as [Canada 
has also] tried to bring 
advanced telecommunica- 
tions infrastructure to parts of 
Canada that are remote, that 
have low levels of service, 
and are difficult to reach," 
said the minister. 

Manley is responsible for 
his country's telecommuni- 
cations policy, and has led the 
development of Canada's 
Information Highway Strate- 
gy not only in traditional 
hard-wired telecommunica- 
tions, but also in wireless and 
satellite telecommunication. 
Canada is die first country 


dian government, the largest 
chunk of which has been 
invested in what is consid- 
ered to be a pioneer study of 
oil and gas potentials in the 
Kingdom. 

This year, Canada has allo- 
cated its annual budget of S3 
million to Jordan. 

Discussions wiih the Min- 
ister of Public Works and 
Housing and Transport Naser 
Law'zi focused on invest- 
ment opportunities for Cana- 
dian firms in restructuring 
and privatisation projects cur- 
rently under way in the king- 
dom. 

"There are some Canadian 
firms such as S.N.C Lavalin 
and Bombarge, which are 
interested in participating and 
investing in projects antici- 
pated by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment,” the minister said. 

In addition, Canada and 
Jordan are negotiating a bilat- 
eral foreign investment pro- 
tection agreement and a dou- 
ble taxation treaty. “Both of 
these agreements have been 
under discussion for a period 
of time and are close to being 
completed," Manley said 

The investment protection 
agreement essentially aims to 
ensure that both countries 
agree to treai each other's 
companies in a manner 
equivalent to domestic com- 
panies. 

“Most of the hurdles have 
been overcome in this respect 
and our hope is that they will 
be ready to sign early this 
year," the minister said 

Annual Canadian export 
values over the past five years 
have averaged S10 million 
with Jordan. The current bal- 
ance of trade tilts in Canada’s 
favour with Canadian exports 
to the Kingdom amounting 
to S10 million (compared to 
S30 million in 19961 against 
a total of S500.000 million in 


increase Jordanian compa- 
nies’ to Canada.” 

Canadian exports to the 
Kingdom include telecom- 
munications equipment, 
technology, aircraft, radar 
apparatus, automobiles and 
wood Maiit imports from 
Jordan have consisted largely 
of cotton apparel and textiles. 

The Department of Statis- 
tics raies the value of Canadi- 
an exports to the Kingdom to 
be SI 8 million. The discrep- 
ancy in figures is explained 
by the fact that goods of 
Canadian origin are not 
always shipped directly (o 
Jordan from Canada, but 
reexported from other coun- 
tries notably the U.S., Europe 
and the Gulf. Jordanian 
authorities classify the goods 
as being of Canadian origin 
regardless of the supply 
source. 

Discussions with the Min- 
ister of Industry, Trade and 
Supply Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani focused on Jordan's 
accession to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

“This would enhance Jor- 
dan's trading relationship 
with many countries includ- 
ing Canada as Jordan would 
be able to rely on the WTO," 
the minister said 

"We also spoke about the 
possibility of increasing the 
number of Canadian firms 
coming here to invest and 
enhancing the trade between 
the two countries," Hourani 
said 

The Canadian minister also 
met with Minister of Water, 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hani Mulki. 

There are six major pro- 
jects in the process of being 
jointly implemented by Jor- 
dan and Canada in the 
spheres of human resources 
development and the envi- 
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tic satellite system. 

Over the last ten years Jor- 
dan has received approxi- 
mately $40 million in bilater- 
al assistance from the Cana- 

imports from Jordan. 

“There is a lot of room for 
growth,” Manley said. "[Dis- 
cussions have been] about 
efforts that could be made to 

ronmenL 

This minister’s visit is pan 
of a regional visit duiing 
which he is expected to visit 
Israel and the West Bank. 
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News 


in Brief 


Cables to King Hussein continue to pour in 

AMMAN (Petra) His Majesty King Hussein Saturday continued to receive cables ot good 

SKv^dXum home. Cables were sent by King Juan Carlos of S^un and 
his wife Queen Sofa?! Sudanese President Omar HmsbjiAJ Bashir 

tv PreadSt^sser Arafat, Kuwait Crown Pnnce Sa d AJ Abdullah AJ Sa^Bjfcom Crown 
Prince Hamad Ben Isa Aj 

Sheikh Moh&mnad Mahdi Shamsuddin. Islamic 

Yasm, President of the Lehanese Press Associauon Mohammad Baalbaki and President the 
Lebanese Editors Association Milhem Karam. 

1999 budget endorsed 

to the government expenditure. 
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Going 


Film 


O n 


* “Famomas” * the French Cultural Centre. Jahal Weihdeh. on Monday Jan. 25 a, 6:30 
P-m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Exhiblttons ^ Jordanian, Iraqi, 

* Exhibition of ceramics, sculpting, ^ bi ^ Gallery. Gardens Street (Tel. 
Syrian, Lebanese, and Sudanese artisrs at nammouiai. 

5 - works by several artists at Orfali Art Gallery. Urn Uthaina 

(Tel. 5526932), until Feb. 1. . . f Contemporary Arab Artists at Darat Al 

* The Tenth Anniversary' E^bmon o 2g 
Tunun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 4643^5 1/-)- 



Jordanian-lraqi joint committee to meet in Baghdad this week 

Decline in trade volume expected to dominate agenda 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — The Jor- 
danian-Jraqi joint committee 
will hold u meeting in Bagh- 
dad in the coming week to 
discuss economic relations 
and bilateral trade, according 
to Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Mohammad 
Saleh Hourani Saturday. 

Hourani told the jorilut 
News Agency t Petra) that he 
expects the volume of trade 
between the nvo countries to 
be le:.?. than that of 1998 large- 
ly due to the decline in tire 
price of crude oil over the 


paM few months. 

The decline in the price of 
oil w ill naturally have a great 
effect on the volume of goods 
exported to Iraq, especially as 
Jordan adheres to the U.N.- 
iraq oil- for- food deal, the 
minister pointed oul 
Earlier this month Jordan 
and Iraq signed an oil agree- 
ment under which Baghdad 
will supply Jordan with 4.S 
million tonnes of crude oil 
and by-products in 1999. 

Tlie Iraqi Ministry of Oil 
Under Secretary Ahmad 


Boshcer was quoted as sav ing 
that, under the agreement. 
Iraq will supply Jordan with 
oil at concessionary rates in 
return for Jordanian food and 
medicine. In previous years, 
when oil prices were higher. 
Iraq got in return around 
S300-35U million worth of 
food and medicine from Jor- 
danian firms. 

Food and medical imports 
— if approval is granted by 
the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee on Iraq — are not covered 
by the sweeping U.N. sanc- 


tions imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Hourani told Petra that Jor- 
dan is keen to maintain its 
trade and economic links 
with Iraq, noting dial next 
week's joint committee meet- 
ing will be preceded by a 
meeting of a joint technical 
committee. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hani 
Mulki was scheduled to go to 
Baghdad to renew an annual 
trade deal between the two 
countries but had to delay his 


trip due to a shortage of gas in 
Jordan. 

Mulki was also earlier 
forced to post pc' ne his visit to 
Iraq due to the American air 
strikes late last month. But 
Hourani did not say who will 
lead the Jordanian side to the 
Baghdad meetings. He only 
said that the joint committee 
meeting in Baghdad next 
week will involve Cabinet 
members whose ministries 
are concerned with the trade 
exchange deal. 


YEA readies for official inauguration next month, 
seeks to bolster small-medium sized enterprises 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — The nascent 
Young Entrepreneurs Asso- 
ciation (YEA) will be offi- 
cially inaugurated next 
month to encourage young 
businesspersons to set up 
new projects and improve 
investment opportunities in 
Jordan. 

Leith Al Qaseni who was 
elected first president of the 
association in December, 
said during an informal 
meeting with the press that 
the association planned to 
issue an “Entrepreneur's 
Handbook" — a business 
guidebook providing a rough 
framework or business plan 
for possible projects. 

The YEA, founded in 
December with support from 
the German Friedrich Nau- 


mann Foundation, will start 
operating formally on Feb. 3, 
added Qaseni. general man- 
ager of the Jordan Technolo- 
gy Group. 

He said the planned hand- 
book would enable “the 
young entrepreneur to criti- 
cally evaluate his project and 
correctly present it to 
financiers." 

It will also include infor- 
mation on available finances 
provided by commercial 
banks, non-governmental 
organisations and foreign aid 
donors. 

The idea of the association 
followed a study last year 
carried out by die German 
foundation and University of 
Jordan which revealed that 
most successful businesses in 
Jordan were small to medi- 
um-scale ones that did not 


require huge paid-up capital. 

"One of our major goals is 
to change a traditional per- 
ception in our culture that 
one can only be safe when 
being employed in govern- 
ment institutions or in com- 
panies," said Qasem. 

“Also, since our traditional 
and conventional economy 
has been stagnating in terms 
of what we can expect from 
it, we are forced to look into 
new solutions." 

Jordan, a country of 4.2 
million people, has limited 
natural resources and its 
economy is saddled by more 
than $6 billion in foreign 
debts. More than 30 per cent 
of the population live below 
the poverty line while unem- 
ployment is officially esti- 
mated at 15 per cent and 
unofficially at as much as 27 


per cent, 

Qasem said it “was impor- 
tant to encourage young 
entrepreneurs to come up 
with new ideas involving 
new technologies such as 
programming and graphic 
design to build up their 
future.” 

He referred to the econom- 
ic experiences of Japan and 
Singapore — two Asian 
countries with limited natural 
resources that have retied on 
their educated population 
and on improved services to 
jump-start their economies. 

Qasem said he was opti- 
mistic that once the associa- 
tion becomes known in pro- 
ducing successful business- 
es , banks will help by offer- 
ing finance for some pro- 
jects. 

YEA is working on invit- 


ing economic officials and 
experts from the United 
States. Europe and Asia to 
discuss their experiences and 
various successful business 
models. 

It also plans to cooperate 
with other business associa- 
tions that seek to improve the 
quality of both the economy 
and life in Jordan. 

Qasem said Jordanian busi- 
ness pioneers and diplomats 
from Arab and foreign 
embassies will be among 
scores of guests to be invited 
to a reception marking the 
inauguration of the associa- 
tion on Feb. 3. 

"There are a lot of coun- 
tries that want to help Jordan 
but have not yet found the 
appropriate way to help or 
are sceptical about the past," 
he added. 


New English-language daily makes trial run 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A new 
English-language daily news- 
paper made a test run last 
weekend with its zero edition, 
published on Thursday and 
dedicated to His Majesty' King 
Hussein’s return to the country'. 

The tabloid-sized Arab Daily 
seems to have made a splash 
with 32 pages of full colour 
and exclusive interviews and 
photos, and industry sources 
have great expectations of the 
new publication. 

"The layout, the writing and 
the production is new and very 
interesting," said I mad 

Hmoud. former economics 
editor of the Arabic daily Al 
Ra’i. —It's going to have an 
impact not only on the Eng- 
lish-language papers, but on 


the Arabic papers as well. It's 
not at all conservative. They 
are already opening files that 
are not handled by the others.” 

The zero issue, although 
dedicated to the King's return, 
was nor shy in raising the issue 
of succession to the Throne 
and speculating on the King’s 
possible considerations for a 
change to the succession. 

The paper also featured a 
number of exclusive inter- 
views. including one with Jor- 
dan's Ambassador to Washing- 
ton Marwan Muasher, filed by 
the Arab Daily's own Wash- 
ington correspondent Munir 
Nasser, and a second interview 
with die usually media-shy 
Chairman of the Jordan 
Telecommunications Compa- 


ny Aii ShukrL 

Arab Daily management, 
from the paper’s inception 
nearly a year ago, promised 
that the paper would dare to 
explore issues other papers 
would not. Perfiaps it should 
come as no surprise, since at 
the helm sits general director 
and chief executive editor 
Ramzi Khoury, former chief 
editor of the audacious and 
sassy Abed Rabbo and former 
fron’t-page editor of the Jordan 
Times. 

Stories filed from countries 
as far flung as Australia hint at 
the scope of the Arab Daily’s 
ambitions. 

“1 am impressed by their 
efforts." commented A 1 Dlls- 
tour chief editor Nabil Sberif. 


"There was tremendous vari- 
ety (including body and mind 
and technology pages) and a 
high degree of professionalism 
was exhibited. I do think that 
l the exiting English papers i are 
good, bull do think that read- 
ers need another English-lan- 
guage paper to provide a dif- 
ferent forum and kind of 
copy." 

Sherif also said thar he hopes 
the new paper, as an entirely 
independent paper, will "make 
use of the scope of its free- 
dom." in turn encouraging the 
existing papers to "cover new 
grounds and be more coura- 
geous." 

The Arab Daily will also be 
the first daily English-lan- 
guage paper to challenge the 


Jordan Times 29-year-old 
reign over the sector. One other 
English-language paper. The 
Star, publishes weekly. 

The Jordan Times chief edi- 
tor Abdullah Hasanat lent 
accolades to the new endeav- 
our. 

"The first edition was well 
done, and much effort has 
apparently been invested in 
putting together the first issue,” 
said Hasanat. "1 hope the Arab 
Daily will do what we expect it 
to do — to be professional and 
boost the quality of news and 
pose a challenge so we can 
inipove ourselves and our stan- 
dards." 

The Arab Daily will publish 
daily as of February !. 1999. 


Foreing currency trading remains at usual levels 


By Suleiman Khalidi 

Reiners 

AMMAN — Bankers in 
Jordan said Saturday that 
normal trading in foreign 
currency prevailed in the 
local exchange market 
despite a state of anticipa- 
tion gripping the nation as 
it awaits the announce- 
ment of a successor to the 
Hashemite Throne. 

Bankers said they did not 
witness an unusual 
demand on the U.S. dollar 
on the first day of business 
following a week-long 
holiday marking *Eid Al 
Ficr and His Majesty King 
Hussein’s return to Jordan 
after six months of 
absence abroad undergo- 
ing treatment for cancer. 

Mifleh Aqel, a prominent 
Jordanian banker at the 
Arab Bank told Reuters 
that “the Jordanian dinar is 


stable businessman and 
there is nothing to worry 
about and the sufficient 
quantities of the U.S. dol- 
lars are available and 
exchanged at the 
announced rates but there 
is slight margin of differ- 
ence between the market 
price and the announced 
price.” 

Another banker works at 
the foreign exchange 
department at a commer- 
cial bank said; “There is a 
surplus of foreign curren- 
cies.” 

Another banker 

saidf'There is no demand 
but rather to the contrary 
there is some satisfaction 
following the King’s 
return and talk about the 
comprehensive changes.” 

The exchange rate of the 
dinar in the local market 
has remained around its 
fixed price to the dollar 


and there was normal 
demand on the dollar and 
the market has enough sur- 
plus of foreign currency. 

Bank trading in the U.S. 
dollars remained closed at 
the official rate of 70S fils 
to the dollar without any 
major transfers. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) which is backed 
by satisfactory level of 
reserves in foreign curren- 
cy had last July met an 
increase in demand on the 
U.S. dollar to contain 
speculation on the Jordan- 
ian dinar following 
announcement of King 
Hussein's illness without 
undertaking any measures 
restricting the freedom of 
foreign exchange trans- 
fers. 

Aqel said: “The reasons 
behind the increase in 
demand on the U.S. dollars 
last July was the King’s 


illness but that illness has 
gone and the King has 
recovered and is now in 
good shape. Therefore 
matters should return to 
normal and those who 
soughr refuge to the dollar 
should now return to the 
dinar.” 

Another bankers said: 
"The anticipated political 
changes are readjustment 
of domestic affairs and the 
dinar is stable and there is 
no cause for concern.” 

Jordanian bankers 
describe the CBJ's steps 
last July as reflecting wise 
management that led to 
reassuring the Jordanian 
people and resulted in 
curbing the speculation on 
the dinar. 

In step seen as boost of 
confidence in the dinar 
denominatd assets, the 
monetary authorities have 
raised the returns on pub- 


lic debt tools and the cer- 
tificates of deposits. 
Accordingly, the interest 
margin difference between 
the dinar and the dollar 
was in the vicinity of four 
per cent. 

Bankers expressed great 
confidence that the mone- 
tary authorities will pursue 
measures taken in the past 
few years to liberalise the 
foreign exchange market. 

Aqel said: "The reserves 
at the CBJ are at the satis- 
factory level and there is 
no way of reversing the 
liberalisation measures.” 

On the other hand, Jor- 
danian stocks rose in value 
in active trading at the 
bourse and as they were 
not affected by the wait 
and see mood that pre- 
vailed in Jordan concern- 
ing political develop- 
ments. 
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U.S., N. Korea resume 
talks on suspected N-site 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
United States and North Korea 
resumed talks here Saturday 
over Washington's demand to 
inspect an underground site it 
suspects is being used to revive 
Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons 
programme. 

The talks are aimed at saving 
a 1994 agreement under which 
Communist North Korea 
agreed to freeze its nuclear pro- 
gramme in return for aid and 
the easing of Korean-war era 
sanctions. 

Negotiators from Pyongyang 
and Washington met last week- 
end without progress. 

Before going into Saturday's 
talks, a North Korean official 
said big differences remained 
between the two sides. 

The alert was raised in 
August when a U.S. spy satel- 
lite spotted activity at an under- 
ground site at Kumchangn, 
north-east of the capital 
Pyongyang. The site is close to 
North Korea’s mothballed 
nuclear reactors. 

U.S. officials fear it could be 
used to produce plutonium for 
nuclear arms. 

Pyongyang says the site is 
for undisclosed civ ilian pur- 
poses and has demanded 
Washington pay $300 million 
to take a look. 

North Korea has suffered 
years of famine and a shrinking 
economy and needs foreign aid 
to feed its people. 

It routinely uses the threat of 


its nuclear and missile capabil- 
ities to uy to extract aid from 
the United States and its allies. 

However, a U.S. diplomat 
here said: “We ate not buying 
access to this facility, whatever 
die currency.” 

The U.S. Congress has 
threatened to block further 
funding for the 1994 accord 
unless North Korea provides 
answers to concern over its 
nuclear and missile capabili- 
ties. 

Under the accord, a U.S.-led 
consortium agreed to replace 
North Korea’s risky graphite 
nuclear reactors — which pro- 
duce weapons-grade plutoni- 
um — with safer light-water 
models. 

The United States also 
agreed to supply 500,000 
tonnes of fuel oU annually to 
help with North Korea’s ener- 
gy needs until the reactors 
come on stream, around 2003. 

Collapse of the agreement 
would confront Washington 
and its allies in the region with 
tough choices about how to 
deal with a heavily-armed 
North Korea that may already 
have built nuclear devices. 

The talks come amid mount- 
ing tension. 

Pyongyang recently 

launched a rocket over 
Japanese territory, supposedly 
to pul a satellite into orbit 
Tokyo insists it was a ballistic 
missile test 

North Korea has also issued a 


series of military threats 
against its rivals, including 
Japan, after a recent visit lo the 
region by U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen. 

The United States has 37.000 
Hoops stationed in South 
Korea, where the 1950-53 
Korean war ended in an uneasy 
truce without a permanent 
peace treaty ever being signed. 

Four days of talks between 
the rival Koreas — and involv- 
ing the United States and 
China as their respective 
wartime allies — aimed at bro- 
kering a permanent peace deal 
ended here Friday. 

The four nations agreed to 
meet again in April but there 
was little progress on the main 
sticking points — North 
Korean demands that U.S. 
troops be withdrawn from the 
South and that a peace treaty be 
signed between Pyongyang 
and Washington before sub- 
stantial progress can be made 
on other issues. 

Meanwhile at Saturday's 
talks. North Korea is expected 
to raise the issue of a senior 
diplomat who went missing 
from its Beilin mission recent- 
ly and is reported to be seeking 
asylum in the United States. 

Pyongyang claims the diplo- 
mat was kidnapped by U.S.- 
backed South Korean agents 
and has threatened reprisals 
unless he is handed over. 


African states suspend 
Burundi sanctions 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (R) — 
Burundi's military government 
won an end to its international 
isolation Saturday when its 
African neighbours agreed to 
suspend economic sanctions to 
encourage peiufe' talks aimed at 
ending a five-year civil wan 

Thr-sanctions were imposed 
after Major Heme Buyoya took 
power in a military coup in 
July 1996. The seven nations 
who led the embargo agreed to 
suspend it for as Tong as the 
peace talks continue to show 
progress. 

“The regional leaders have 
unanimously agreed that sanc- 
tions should be suspended, not 
removed completely, but sus- 
pended,” Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni said at a 
summit meeting in the north- 
ern Tanzanian town of Arusha. 

The summit was also attend- 
ed by the leaders of Kenya. 
Tanzania, Rwanda and 
Ethiopia and senior govern- 
ment officials from the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Zambia. 

Buyoya, now Burundi's pres- 
ident, addressed the summit 
and pledged to push forward 
with efforts to bring a quick 
end to the civil war between his 


ethnic Tbtsi-led government 
and Hutu rebel groups. 

“The government of Burundi 
shall leave no stone unturned to 
ensure that we arrive at a peace 
agreement that is all-inclusive 
by the end of the year.” Buyoya 
said. 

Afc least 150,000 people, 
most of them civilians, have 
died since the war began in 
1993 when (he army murdered 
the country’s first democrati- 
cally elected president, a Hutu. 
Both sides have been accused 
of indiscriminate attacks on 
civilian communities. 

The heads of state at 
Saturday's summit said they 
would closely monitor the 
peace talks over the coming 
months and would review the 
suspension of sanctions based 
on progress made at the negoti- 
ating table. 

Peace talks with the groups 
began last June and Burundi’s 
main pro-Hutu political patty 
Frodebu entered into a partner- 
ship with Buyoya’s govern- 
ment the following month. 

The talks in Arusha are still at 
an early stage and all sides 
agree they fare an uphill strug- 
gle to overcome deep mistrust 
between the majority Hutu 


population and the main Hutu 
rebel groups had argued 
against lifting sanctions, saying 
it would discourage Buyoya 
from making concessions. 

But Buyoya said Saturday 
that the move would help the 
peace process. “This wise deci- 
sion will allow' us indeed to 
make more headway along the 
path lo peace,” he told the 
regional leaders. 

The sanctions initially 
included a total trade embargo 
and a ban on flights in and out 
of Burundi. They had been 
steadily relaxed, and widely 
flouted, but effectively made 
oil and other imports more 
expensive and the country’s 
poor were widely seen as bear- 
ing die brunt 

Human Rights Watch, a New 
York-based rights group, had 
asked the regional leaders to 
impose an arms embargo 
against both sides in the civil 
war. It warned that lifting sanc- 
tions without a weapons ban 
“sends a dangerous signal” to 
Burundi's armed forces which 
would now be able to import 
arras legally. 


Quiet preparations herald 
royal wedding in Monaco 


MONACO (AFP) —The only clues 
that ftineess Caroline of Monaco 
and Prince Ernst August of Hanover 
planned to many Saturday were; a 
series of last-minute preparations 
after recent sightings of the rwo 
together. 

The civil ceremony tookplaceina 
private late-morning ceremony in 
the royal palace's mirror room, 
according to well-mformed sources 
in the principality. 

The head of judiciary services, 
Patrice Davost, was to preside over 
the ceremony as is customary, the 
soirees added. 

No infonnation pinpointing the 
exact time of the wedding was 
leaked, but guests' cars began arriv- 
ing around 1 1:10 &m. ( 1010 GMT), 
suggesting a rooming ceremony. 

An hour earlier, the presence- of 
some 50 photographers under strict 
police surveillance hinted ai prepara- 
tions for a grand event in the princi- 
pality. 

Another clue came when 
Moaecasque florists started deliver- 
ing dower arrangements while cater- 
ers unloaded china and crystal at 
both the Fhlace and Caroline’s sea- 
side “Clos Sl Pierre” residence. 

An afternoon cocktail was 
announced at the famed Hotel de 
Paris. 

The palace, which has remained 
tight-lipped about the wedding, 
promised to release an announce- 


ment around 5:30 pjn. Saturday. 

Scrutiny of these clues triggered 
intensified talk that Caroline, second 
in line for the Mcwaro throne, would 
wed the head of one of Germany’s 
oldest aristocracies, a cousin of the 
Windsors and Spanish Bourbons, 
The wedding, coinciding with ihe 
princess' 42nd birthday, comes as no 
real surprise to royals- watchers. 

Ernst August and Caroline have 
been romantically linked since 
before the 44-year old German aris- 
tocrat separated in October 1997 
from his wife of 16 years. Charted 
Hochuli tie daughter of a Swiss 
millionaire. A marriage — 
Caroline’s third and the prince's sec- 
ond — had been rumoured for same 
time. 

The two have been spotted togeth- 
er all over the world— in Germany. 
Kenya, Corsica and Sl Tropez. 

Bin it was Ernst August's presence 
at the royal cable during the Red 
Cross bid! in Monte Carlo last 
August that signalled the royal fami- 
ly’s tacit acceptance of the relation- 
ship. 

Ernst August and Caroline both 
attended (he 23rd international cir- 
cus festival in Monte Carlo on Jan. 
16. along with her father, her sister 
Stephanie and her brother Albert, 
heir® the throne. 

The couple’s appearance there 
was viewed as semi-official. 

Both have children from previous 


marriages. 

Caroline had three children with 
Stefano Casiraght the son of an 
Italian industrialist — Andrea, 14, 
Charlotte, 12 and Pierre, 11 — 
before Casiraght was killed in a rac- 
ing boat accident in October 1990 
off Saint-Jean-C^Ferrai near 
Monaco. 

After his death. Caroline led a 
quiet life in the country, fiercely pro- 
tecting her children from the press. 
She herself was however unable to 
escape media attention, and the press 
has feverishly followed her love life, 
including her courtship wiA August 

The prince, who bolds both 
German and British citizenship, is a 
descendant of one of Germany's old- 
est aristocracies and is related to the 
British royal family. 

He has two children from his mar- 
riage to Hochuli Ernst August, 15. 
and Christian, 13. 

Friday evening, French RTL radio 
said Prince Rainier ” informed 
French President Jacques Chirac 
early this week of the upcoming 
marriage of his oldest daughter 
Caroline with Ernst August of 
Hanover” 

“The civilian ceremony will be 
held tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon 
in the principafityf the radio added. 

The existence of a letter by 
Rainier to the French president con- 
finrang the marriage was confirmed 
to .AFP by reliable sources. 




Picture dated July 16, 1998, of General Secretary of Sooth Africa’s United 
Democratic Movement (UDM) party Sifiso Nkabinde addressing supporters in his 
Magoda township stronghold outside Richmond, some 60 km northwest of Durban. 
Nkabinde was shot dead early Jan. 23 when a number of people opened fire on him 
outside a shopping centre in the politically tense town of Richmond (AFP photo) 

S. African political figure 
Nkabinde shot dead 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— The controversial gener- 
al secretary of South 
Africa’s United Democratic 
Movement (UDM) party, 
Sifiso Nkabinde, was assas- 
sinated early Saturday in 
KwaZulu-Natal province, 
police said. 

Nkabinde was shot dead 
when a number of people 
opened fire on him outside a 
shopping centre in the polit- 
ically tense town of 
Richmond, regional police 
chief Superintendent Henry 
Budhram said. 

Two bystanders were 
wounded, Budhram said 
They were not his mother 
and bodyguard as police ini- 
tially believed, he said. 

“This morning, shortly 
after 8:00 ajn. (0600 
GMT), we received a report 
that Mr Nkabinde and two 


other people bad been 
wounded and were taken to 
hospital,” Budhram said. “A 
few minutes later we 
received another report con- 
firming chat Mr Nkabinde 
has passed away.” 

UDM leader Bantu 
Holomisa condemned the 
shooting as ‘barbaric” 

“It's a pity that these peo- 
ple have targeted the leader 
of our party in the area. We 
appeal to the people of 
Richmond to assist the 
police in tracking down the 
perpetrators,” he told the 
South African Press 
Association. 

Tensions between politi- 
cal parties m c ffie'Ricmnond 
area soared since 
Nkabinde’s release from jail 
at the end of April last year. 
He had been facing 16 
charges of murder and two 


of incitement to murder. 

Nkabinde, an expelled 
member of the ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC), was acquitted on 
lack of evidence. 

He was considered a war- 
lord and behind much of the 
violence in the province, 
where politically motivated 
killings are rife. 

He was booted out of the 
ANC in 1997 amid allega- 
tions that he spied for 
apartheid security struc- 
tures, and later joined the 
fledgling UDM. 

Violence in the area,- also 
gripped by unrest before the 
’first dmocratie-eleetiomiir 
1994, has been linked to 
mounting hostility between 
the .ANC and Holomisa's 
new party ahead of a gener- 
al election due in mid-year. 


Albanian says KLA freed 
five Serb hostages 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Ethnic Albanian 
separatists in Kosovo 
Saturday released five Serb 
civilians taken hostage two 
days earlier, an ethnic 
Albanian source told AFP. 

The infonnation could 
not be immediately con- 
firmed by an independent 
source. 

Murat Musliu of the 
Albanian human rights cen- 


tre in Srbica, central 
Kosovo, said the three Serb 
men and two women, kid- 
napped from Nevoljane vil- 
lage near Vucitm, were 
freed Saturday “somewhere 
in the Drenica region ." 

Drenica is a central 
region of Kosovo that is 
controlled by the KLA, 
which is figbting Yugoslav 

security forces for the inde- 
pendence of the Serb 


province. 

The five Serbs have been 
turned over to members of 
the OSCE Kosovo ceasefire 
verification mission, 

Musliu added. 

William Walker, head of 
the OSCE mission, earlier 
Saturday condemned the 
kidnapping, saying it was 
unreasonable and 

uncivilised to kidnap civil- 
ians. 


S. Leone rebels still active 


FREETOWN (R) — Rebels 
fighting to ropple Siena 
Leone’s president remained 
active Saturday on the outskirts 
of the capital Freetown, with a 
West African intervention force 
conducting mopping up opera- 
tions there. 

President Ahmad Tejan 

Kabbah, speaking on Radio 
Democracy late Friday, said 
that pockets of rebels remained 
m Freetown and sources close 
to the ECOMOG force repott- 
ed action against rebels on the 
eastern and western fringes of 
the city. 

“The mopping up operations 
by ECOMOG will cany on 
beyond the weekend.” Kabbah 
said, apologising for the contin- 
ued presence of rebels in the 
city more than two weeks after 
they entered and tried to take it 
by storm. 

The Rome-based Catholic 
missionary news agency 
MISNA said Saturday that the 
rebels had shot dead one of six 
nuns they were holding captive. 

“Yesteday one of the sisters 
of the Order of Mother Teresa, 
kidnapped last week by Siam 
Leone rebels, was killed," 
MISNA said in a statement. 
The rebels had also tried to kill 
a kidnapped Xaverian mission- 
ary, but he had escaped with 
gunshot wounds, foe agency 
added. 


In New York, the UN. 
Security Council reaffirmed its 
support for Kabbah’s elected 
government and foe ECOMOG 
operation but said the situation 
remained serious and expressed 
“grave concern" at the growing 
number of refugees and their 
plight 

ECOMOG sources said 
Saturday that its soldiers had 
met pockets of resistance in foe 
east between Calabar and 
Kissy. an area overlooked by 
hills, and spoke of rebel infiltra- 
tors in forest on the western 
fringes of the city beyond 
Lumley. 

Lumley residents reported 
the sound of shelling from 
J beyond foe suburb and took to 
foe streets overnight with 
machetes and sticks after 
reports of rebel sightings in the 
area, witnesses said. 

ECOMOG sources con- 
firmed thar the force had 
shelled woodland areas in foe 
west. 

ECOMOG has retaken con- 
trol of the city from 
Revolutionary United Front 
rebels and renegade soldiers 
loyal to a military junta that 
ousted Kabbah in May 1997. 

The forces opposing Kabbah, 
who was reinstated by ECO- 
MOG in Marti 1998, seized 
eastern districts of Freetown 
and parts of the centre in early 


January after resisting 
ECOMOG's efforts to defeat 
them upcountiy for most of 
1997. 

The rebels stepped up their 
activity after their leader Friday 
Santa* was sentenced to death 
for treason in October. 

Sankoh's supporters entered 
the city on Jan. 6. He remains in 
loyalist bands. 

ECOMOG officers said 

Friday that Nigerian fighter- 
bombers were attacking rebel 
hideouts in hills east of 

Freetown. 

Nigerian and Guinean units 
were closing in on rebels 
trapped in foe eastern outskirts, 
they said. 

In a sign of growing loyalist 
confidence in Freetown, a cur- 
few was relaxed by three bouts 
Friday. It will now run from 6 
pjn. to 7 ajn. (1800 GMT to 
0700 GMT). 

The UN. Security Council, 
meeting Friday, urged all sides 
in the conflict to ensure the 
safety of all humanitarian per- 
sonnel to allow them to work 
effectively and to respect their 
impartiality and neutrality. 

Church and other relief 
groups began distributing food 
aid Friday. The supples — 
rice, cooking oil and other sup- 
plies from the main port area — 
had escaped looting during foe 
rebel attack on foe city. 


. Yeltsin and Albright 
to hold phone talks In Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of Stale Madeleine 


Albright will talk on foe phone with President Boris Yeltsin 
when she visits Moscow next week but is ix* scheduled to 
meethiminpets^tijeRossknfrinrignmmislrysaadSanirchty- 
Russian officials had put on hold a meeting with Albright dur- 
ing her trip to Moscxw Monday and Tuesday after Yeltsin was 
hospitalised Sunday with an acute stomach ulcer. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Yakushkin was evasive .Friday when ques- 
tioned about whether a meeting was scheduled Relations 
between Moscow and 'Washington have become strained since 
the United States in December launched air strikes against Iraq, 
which is Russia’s closest Middle East trading partner. The 
United States had hoped to soothe Russia's irritation over foe 
attacks during Albright’s Moscow visit. . 

Cambodia’s King Sihanouk 
arrives home from Beijing 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Cambodia's ailing King Norodom 
Sihanouk arrived in foe capital Saturday following more than 
two months of medical treatment in Beijing. Wearing a dark 
suit, the smiling 76-year-old King Sihanouk was welcomed at 
the airport by scores of Cambodian government officials and 
diplomats as he moved slowly down axed carpet from his aero- 
plane. Hundreds of residents cheered his motorcade as he 
drove to foe palace. “1 am fine and feel better” King Sihanouk 
shouted to reporters before getting into his black Mercedes 
Benz limousine. Prime Minister Hun Sen is expected to call on 
foe king Sunday in order to submit his application for resigna- 
tion from the post as Cambodian army cornmander in chief; He 
remains prime minister. King Sihanouk is repotted to be suf- 
fering from a variety of ailments including cancer of foe colon, 
but last month Prime Minister Hun Sen assured reporters the 
monarch was in “good health.” 

Italians rescue 23 boat people 
off Brindisi 

BRINDISI, Italy (AFP) — Coastguards rescued 23 would-be 
immigrants, some of them from foe troubled Serbian province 
of Kosovo, from a small boat that was in danger of sinking off 
the southeast coast of Italy, police said Saturday. Two 
Albanians in charge of the 12-metre boat were arrested, police 
said, adding that their passengers included Iraqis and Kosovars. 
The boat, which had been taking on water and in danger of 
sinking as it neared foe Italian coast Friday nig ht, was taken in 
tow. 

Arrested newspaper boss 
transferred from police custody 

HARARE (AFP) — A third newsman arrested Friday in con- 
nection with an article about an alleged coup bid has been 
moved from a police holding cell but his whereabouts are 
unclear, a colleague said. Clive Wilson, the managing director 
of foe independent Sunday Standard, was picked up by detec- 
tives from foe criminal investigations department Friday after- 
noon to face charges under foe country's law and order main- 
J^tenanee ac**£Tbey have^ransfisrred him -front Harare .central 
(police station), but we don't know where he has been taken to. 
He was moved last night,” the colleague raid AFP. Civic and 
rights organisations have expressed fears font the police might 
hand him over to the army and the state security agency as they 
did to foe first two journalists arrested over the same story. The 
two. Mark Chavunduka, editor of the Sunday Standard and 
reporter Ray Cboto. alleged severe torture including electric 
shocks and suffocation after a court released them from deten- 
tion Thursday. Home Affairs Minister Dumiso Dabengwa 
Friday vowed to stiffen security laws to ensure political stabil- 
ity following the publication of foe coup attempt story. ‘T 
would like to warn the press that granting them the freedom of 
expression does not give them foe right to publish lies with the 
intention of creating public disorder We won’t allow that to 
happen." Dabengwa said. The Jan. 10 article said 23 army offi- 
cers had been arrested in connection with a foiled (roup to top- 
ple President Robert Mugabe from power. 

Sixteen hurt in 15-vehicle pileup 
on Paris-Lyon road 

LYON, France (AFP) — Sixteen people were injured, 
three of them seriously, when 1 1 cars and four lorries piled 
into one another on the expressway between Paris and 
Lyon, rescue services said Saturday. The crash occurred 
just before 10 p.m. (2100 GMT) Friday at Savigny-les- 
Beaune about 140 kilometres north of Lyon on the A6 
expressway. Rescue services closed the northbound side 
of the road for two hours, the regional information centre 
said. The national highway information service blamed 
the pileup on the speed of traffic. Contrary to earlier 
reports, road conditions were dry and visibility satisfacto- 
ry, the service said. 

China launches 
giant ozone testing balloon 

BEIJING (R) — China Saturday launched what il said was the 
world’s biggest scientific balloon, a 40-storey vessel equipped 
to survey the ozone layer, foe official Xinhua news agency 
reported. The balloon was sent aloft at noon (0400 GMT) at 
Huizhou city in southern Guangdong province and landed 
safely after a two-hour flight collecting data, foe agency said. 
The balloon contained 30,000 cubic metres of helium and 

could reach a height of 30.000 metres, foe report said. It did not 

say how high the balloon flew Saturday. China would launch 
another ozone testing balloon during the Spring Festival 
China’s main annual holiday which falls in mid-Rbmary, 
Xinhua said. 

Sporadic heavy weapons fire heard 
from southwest of Brazzaville 

BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — Sporadic heavy weapons fee could be 


, - r . . 

army forces arc fighting rmhuaraen backing former prime minister 
Bonard Kolelas. Some wearons fire was also bead overnight, from 
the same area, thought to beunzdo, about 20 km southwest of the 
cptaL State television late Friday showed footage nfsewral miiMa. 
men reportedly killed in the southern Brazzaville district of Baconeo. 
The report said they bad hidden out in the district since fighting list 
rnonlh. Anny forces shelled Bacongo and nearby Maketekc for three 
daystanrid-December-in an offensive which left several hundred dead. 
Abtockade oo the two areas was lifts! Tuesday. The Congolese army, 
backed by troops from Angola, has been fighting foe so-caBed Ninja 
militia in foe Pool region southwest of Brazzaville since Dec 10. In 
another development Saturday, Resident Denis Sassou Ngaesso 
named General Jacques-Yvon Ndolu anny chief of staff; replacing 
General Yves Mongo Motando, who was "called » other dares.” 
according to the {residential decree. 


-JL 
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Indonesian firefighters hose down burning buildings after riots broke out in Ambon. Three days of Muslim- 
Christian rioting left at least 45 people dead and the toll was expected to rise as patrolling troops pulled more 
bodies from the smouldering rubble (AFP photo) 


Indonesian military threatens to shoot rioters 


JAKARTA. Indonesia (AP) — 
Indonesia's military threatened to 
shoot rioters and dozens of bouses 
burned Saturday as clashes 
between Christians and Muslims 
continued for a fifth day in eastern 
Indonesia. 

Police say 47 people have been 
killed since die violence flared 
Tuesday. The death toll was 
expected to rise as searchers 
looked for more victims in the 
ashes of dozens of burned out 
buildings. 

“I dare not go out of the house 
because I can hear gunshots," said 
one resident, who identified herself 
onlyaslna. 

Police said 20,600 residents who 
had fled the unrest had taken shel- 
ter in array bases and police sta- 
tions. 

Two military planes evacuated 
149 people, mostly foreigners, 
from the worst-hit island of Am boo 
where the airport remained closed 


to commercial flights. 

Half flew to neighbouring 
Australia and the rest nearby 
Sulawesi island. 

Most had sheltered at an air force 
base outside Ambon city, the 
island's capital, since the violence 
broke ouL 

“We saw smoke billowing from 
tbe local oil and gas depot. 

Local women and children were 
being transported up a river to safe- 
ty.’’ said Anna Fewdl, an American 
from Hastings-oo-Hudson, N.Y. 

“We were ■ stranded for three 
days at the airport All the roads 
were blocked by gangs," said 
Arnold Gossdink, 32, of the 
Netherlands. 

Some residents armed them- 
selves with knives and swords to 
protect their homes on Ambon. 
2300 kilometres northeast of 
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital. 

Privately-owned SCTV network 
said dozens of homes were burning 


Saturday as armed gangs roamed 
the streets. The city’s streets were 
littered with smouldering car 
wrecks, and its main market had 
been reduced to ashes. 

Eastern Indonesia's military 
commander Maj. Gen. Amir 
Smbiring warned rioters to stop 
fighting. 

“We urge them to keep their 
arms at home. Should they contin- 
ue to disobey, we wifi order our 
troops to fire," SCTV quoted 
Sembiring as saying. 

Troops and riots police have 
repeatedly fried wanting shots to 
break up rival mobs. 

CoL Kaiyono S„ the provincial 
police chief, said 37 bad been 
lolled by rioting in Ambon city, six 
in the nearby village of Batubulang 
and two on Sanana island. 
Hundreds had been injured. 

Most of die 45 dead were 
Muslim. 

The toll is expected to rise as 


we believe that a number of bodies 
are still trapped in the ruins of 
buildings." the official Antara news 
agency quoted Kaiyono as saying. 

Many victims were stabbed, 
beaten or trapped in fires. Some 
were attacked with rocks, 
machetes, clubs and even bows and 
arrows. 

Seven mosques, nine churches 
and 189 bouses were burned in the 
violence, be said. 

A curfew was imposed to pre- 
vent further fighting between rival 
gangs on Ambon. Sanana and 
Seram islands, known in Dutch 
colonial times as the Spice Islands. 

Tbe islands in eastern Maluku 
province are die latest site of riot- 
ing that has plagued crisis-ridden 
Indonesia in the past year. Soaring 
inflation, unemployment and 
poverty rates have fanned social 
tensions ahead of general elections 
scheduled for June 7. 


Judge orders Lewinsky to testify 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
U.S. federal court judge has 
ordered Monica Lewinsky to 
talk to prosecutors in President 
Bill Clinton's impeachment 
trial, CNN reported Saturday. 

U.S. District Judge Norma 
Holloway Johnson ruled that 
Lewinsky’s continued coopera- 
tion with the House managers 
was pan of the immunity 
agreement she hammered out 
in mid-1998 with independent 
counsel Kenneth Stan. CNN 


said. 

On July 28 Starr granted 
Lewinsky immunity from pros- 
ecution in exchange for her 
grand jury testimony in the 
Clinton sex scandal. 

Judge Holloway Johnson 
ordered the 25-year-old former 
White House intern to talk to 
the lead prosecutor in the 
Senate impeachment trial 
Republican Henry Hyde, and 
his team of House managers. 

Hyde wants to informally 


interview Lewinsky as the 
Senate decides on whether to 
call witnesses in the Clinton 
impeachment triaL 

News of the ruling came as 
the 100 senators resumed 
din ton's impeachment trial in 
tbe U.S. Senate Saturday. The 
president’s defenders and pros- 
ecutors continued to clash over 
the issue of calling witnesses 
before tire senate. 

The senators were to spend a 
second day inside their ornate 


chamber feeding questions to 
House prosecutors and White 
House defence lawyers 
through presiding U.S. Chief 
Justice William RehnquisL 
News of the attempt to get 
Lewinsky to talk was “a des- 
perate attempt by some to win 
a case that is increasingly prob- 
lematic to House managers." 
Democratic Senate minority 
leader Thomas Dascbel told 
the Washington Post late 
Friday. 


Professional Opportunities T 

Information Systems Division / Administration Section 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company is seeking highly qualified, experienced and 
motivated professionals to fill the following vacancies in the administration section of the 
Information Systems Division. 

Administrator/Trai nina Coordinator 

To assist ISD Director in day-to-day operations, provide administration and HR services to 
division staff, plan/execute a training agenda for division staff, communicate with end users 
regarding support issues. Best candidates would have the following qualifications: 

• A bachelor degree in Computer Science, Engineering, or Business Administration. 

• Administration experience (experience in administrating software implementation 
projects highly beneficial) 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills. 

• Excellent command of both Arabic and English, and MS Office 97. Knowledge of 
MS Project 98 is a plus. 

Technical Writer 

To design technical and functional document/form standards related to integrated 
finciai systems including technical manuals, user-guides, policies/procedures manuals, 
system documentation, do periodic review & evaluation of standards, audit status of exist- 
ing documentation, and ensure adherence to set standards by ISD staff. 

Candidates should have the following qualifications: 

• Bachelor’s degree in English, Accounting, or Computer Science. 

• Technical writing experience with specific expertise in writing documentation for IT 
projects and departments. 

• Knowledge of MS Office 97 is a definite plus. 

• Excellent command of both Arabic and English. 

To apply, candidates should fill relevant forms available from the Personnel Department, 
Jabal Amman, First Circle, Mutanabee Street, P.O. Box 1079, Amman 1118. Please attach 
a complete up-to-date resume of work experience, qualifications. Last date to apply 
January 31, 1999. All applications will be handled confidentially. 



Chairman of the Board 


French National Front rebels 
gather to form breakaway party 


MARIGNANE, France 
(AFP) — Dissidents of 
France’s far-right National 
Front were set to form then- 
own breakaway party at a two- 
day conference opening 

Saturday in this southern 
French town, spelling an end 
to the party as it now exists. 

The birth of the new rebel 
party, bearing the same name, 
will mark the final chapter in a 
damagin g seven- week row 
between Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
leader and founder of tbe 26- 
year National Front, and his 
would-be heir, Bruno Megret 

MegreL the former party 
ideologue and organiser, was 
booted out of the National 
Front along with his top aides 
in December after issuing an 
open challenge to Le Pen by 
calling the conference to elect 
a new leadership. 

Recognising tbe move far 
what it was — “a putsch and a 
plot’’ — Le Pen refused to 
attend, saying: T will not 
abandon the ship’s helm to a 


handful of perfidious lieu- 
tenants and quartermasters." 

But Megret and his parti- 
sans, most of them appa- 
ratchiks wh irling influence 
across the party machine, 
went ahead with their bid to 
organise tbe conference, col- 
lecting more than 17,000 peti- 
tions in their favour from die 
Front’s 42,000 cafo-canying 
members. 

Saturday, some 2^500 Front 
delegates were expected to 
attend. The two-day confer- 
ence schedule includes a total 
overhaul of the party rules as 
well as the election of a new 
central committee, political 
bureau, and a president — 
expected to be MegreL 

“Should Jean-Marie Le Pen 
not attend his own party’s con- 
ference, he will be responsible 
fix' removing himself from the 
movement as regards his cur- 
rent position.” Megret said. 

His warning came as a 
slan ging match between the 
two men turned increasingly 


ugly and personal in the run- 
up to the weekend meeting. 

The 70-year-old Le Pen, 
notorious for his often outra- 
geous racist and anti-Semitic 
comments, accused Megret of 
acting like a “psychopath” and 
hinted he belonged in a mental 
asylum. 

He said Megret’s challenge 
reflected a hunger for power 
and warned that as bead of a 
breakaway new party, his ex- 
number two could emulate his 
role-model Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 

Le Pen even mocked 
Megret’s modest physical 
stature. 

“Even if it’s difficult my 
friend, try to put your feet on 
the floor,” he said. “There’s no 
dishonour in being small but 
there’s no point in acting big- 
ger than you are.” 

Megret for his part has been 
softer and more civilised in his 
attacks on Le Pen. sticking 
mainly to politics — but 
always managing to hit a raw 


nerve — in trying to push tbe 
“old guard” leader toward the 
way ouL 

“Le Pen is a diva who has 
botched his edtf* he said this 
week, remarking that while Le 
Fen had played a historic role 
in founding the party be had 
ceased to be its driving face. - 

In another -statement Hkely 
to prompt an angry response 
from Le Pen, Megret said be 
p lanne d to sell the party's 
headquarters outside Paris if 
he comes out winner in the 
legal barde for tbe right to the 
party name. 

But whatever the animosity 
between the two men, the real 
test of who is likely to come 
out on top will come after the 
conference. 

According to a poll pub- 
lished Friday in the daily Le 
Parisien, 67 per cent of 
National Front members 
remain loyal to Le Pen and 73 
per cent believe he is the best 
representative of their far-right 
ideas. 


Romania assesses cost, reasons of miners march 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
Saturday assessed the costs of a 
political deal cut by the prime 
minister to end a violent advance 
on tbe capital by striking miners 
and examined why security forces 
were repeatedly routed by tbe 
marchers. 

The miners, up to 10,000 strong, 
returned to central Romania’s Jiu 
Valley coalfield overnight after 
their leader Miron Ccoma won 
concessions on pit closures - End - 
pay during four hours of tafia M a. 
monastery with Prime Minister 
Radu Varile. 

Tbe prime minister said be acted 
to stop tbe country from being 
plunged into chaos. President 
Emil Constantinescu had been 
poised to introduce emergency 
rule unless the miners returned 
home. 

In the aftermath of die deal foe 
two men, along with otber top cab- 
inet ministers, were consulting tbe 
country’s biggest bade unions on 
social policy at Cotrocari presi- 
dential palace. 


Some c omme ntators saw tbe 
outcome of the miners’ escapade 
as a setback fir Romania’s bid to 
show tite West it was serious about 
reforms anchored in solid post- 
Communist institutions. 

“Surrender!” screamed tbe 
headline in fire daily Tina ‘The 
government has given the miners 
exactly what they were demand- 
ing before the clashes.” 

. Othas wanted to know why riot 
; pbBai twice, 

by finhos who advanced nearly 
200 km down country roads. More 
than 120 people, mostly police- 
men, were injured in the biggest 
dash Thursday in a ravine. 

“Where were the intelligence 
services while Cozma was organ- 
ising an amty, instructed and Jed in 

pure militar y fashi on?" Adevaiul 

asked in its etfitoriaL “Mil die 
leaders of interior ministry troops 
be put on trial fix obvious betray- 
al?” ' : 

Several newspapers suggested 
that wide sections of the security 
forces were sym pathetic to the 


extreme nationalist Greater 
Romania Party, which has dose 
fink to Cstma and has lionised 
foe miners action as an “anti-mafia 
and corruption revoir. 

The Jiu Valley’s main town of 
Pfetrosam, 350 km west of 
Bucharest was chilly and quia 
after tte return of the miners, with 
none of the area's 13 mines in 
operation. 

Remnants of rudimentary road- 
blocks of sand, concrete and vehi- 
cles, set up by police only to be 
ow&whefcned within minutes by 
the marchers, remained strewn 
across the region’s main road. 

A Reuters correspondent saw 
police deployed earlier in foe week 
leaving the area aboard trades, 
with plastic anti-riot shields pot in 
foe place of smashed windscreens. 

Under the deal negotiated by the 
prime minister, two mines slated 
for closure are now ‘to remain 
open. 

Miners' pay," already more than 
twice the national monthly aver- 
age of $100 in one of eastern 


Europe's poorest countries, will be 
linked to a plan to cut costs and 
operating lasses. 

Vfltagas, in tfignanr at almost a 
decade of decHning living stan- 
dards, had joined miners in attack- 
ing police Hues. 

“Ws achieved most of our main 
demands.” Cozma said on return- 
ing to Petrosani at foe head of a 
cavalcade (tf can, buses and dump 
trucks. Both rides gave ground. Ire 
sard, but Romania had won. 

Coma was jailed briefly last 
year for leading riots in Bucharest 
in the early 1990s which terrorised 
the capital's residents and led to 
the re signatio n of the government. 

Cutting back a bloated coal 
industry, a relic of a Commonist- 
era drive into smokestack indus- 
tries, is alrey plank in refbrars vital 
to secure loans from tbe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and Wraid Bank. 

The march proved a huge 
embarrassment to the government, 
with an IMF mission due to visit 
Bucharest later this month. 


Professional Opportunities 

Information Systems Division / Applications and Technical Sections 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. 

A major project is under implementation at the Information Systems Division, ISD, 
of Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company, JPR. The project involves integrated busi- 
ness applications running on two IBM AS/400e servers. The company is seeking 
highly qualified, experienced and motivated professionals to fill the following 
vacancies in the Applications and Technical Sections of ISD. 

Assistant Pirector/AppMcations 

To work closely with ISD Director, Assistant Director/Technical, manage and lead the 
application group in the implementation and support of an Enterprise Resource 
Planning, ERP, system. Qualifications include: 

• BS/MS degree in Computer Science or related fields. 

• Good knowledge of financials, sales order processing, purchasing, and/or invento- 
ry systems. Knowledge of plant/equipment maintenance, systems is a plus. 

• Experience in software development and implementation, system analysis, 3 & 4 
GL languages, client/server applications, and project management. 

• Self-motivated and have good communication and interpersonal skills. 

Assistant PI rector/ Technical 

To work closely with ISD Director, Assistant Director / Applications, manage and 
lead the technical group in the implementation, support, and operation of the IT 
infrastructure in JPR. Qualifications include: 

• BS/MS degree in Computer/Electrical engineering. 

• Good knowledge of midrange and client/server platforms. 

• Experience in installation and maintenance of system software, RDBMS, 
application . software, networking, and project management. 

• Self-motivated and have good communication and interpersonal skills. 

System Analvst/Proarammer: 

Experience in financial, distribution or maintenance application systems is highly 
desirable. Candidates should be able to work with integrated systems. Qualifications 
include a university degree in Computer Science and excellent spoken and written 
English. 

To apply, candidates should fill relevant forms available from the Personnel Department, 
Jabal Amman, First Circle, Mutanabee Street, P.O. Box 1079 Amman 11118. Please 
attach a complete up-to-date resume of work experience, qualifications. Last date to 
apply January 31 , 1 999. All applications will be handled confidentially. 
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Cutthroat politics in Israel 

IT WAS not uncharacterstic of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to 
react to his defence minister’s intention to 
challenge his leadership by firing him. 
Yitzhak Mordechai bad the right words to 
describe his former boss. “Netanyahu is 
not worthy of my confidence and respect., 
(and.) the confidence of the Israeli people.” 

Thanks to Netanyahu’s policies, the 
Israeli body politic has now ended up in 
turmoil. Mordechai’s decision to desert 
Netanyahu and the Likud Party and join 
the principal centrist party is obviously a 
major setback for Netanyahu in his bid to 
win another mandate in the coming gen- 
eral elections in May. The Israeli prime 
minister was crossing his finger right up 
until the deadline for voter registration, 
hoping that Mordechai would register as 
a member of the right-wing parliamen- 
tary ticket The defence minister, who is 
very popular in Israel, failed to come 
through for Netanyahu and thus, now, 
where Mordechai casts his lot will be a 
significant determinant on the fate of the 
Israeli political landscape during the next 
Knesset elections and the election of a 
prime minister. 

The recent personal message of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to Mordechai, in 
which he pinned hopes on him to rekindle 
the stalled peace process after a hiatus of 
nearly three years, is an important signal 
of where Washington stands in the face of 
the projected Israeli elections. With 
retired Israeli army chief Amnon Lipkin- 
Shahak, Likud defector Roui Milo, and 
now Mordechai in the picture, the thjree 
are expected to offer a serious threat to 
Netanyahu’s hold on the premiership as 
well as the Likud Party. 

This augurs well for the peace process. A 
change to the centre or to the left of the 
political spectrum in Israel is clearly bet- 
ter than the status quo which is certain to 
lead the peace process further into a quag- 
mire. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustour’s Oraib Rintawi said that the Arab League's 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Cairo is an opportunity to 
“dress rehearse” for the proposed Arab summit and a 
device to measure the degree of difference and likeness 
between the Arab stands, especially concerning Iraq. 
Although the ministers will have the ultimate chance to 
express their countries’ positions since the conference's 
results were drawn in advance in Ghardaqah and Cairo 
and it is difficult to imagine foe deliberations will render 
any surprising conclusions, added Rintawi. In their 
preparatory meetings, the ministers founded foe “golden 
base’’ for upcoming stands and strategies, which stipulate 
that the regime and people of Iraq should be regarded sep- 
arately. said the writer. The new formula’s firet half, 
which is treeing the Iraqi people, has became a common 
concern of all parties in the region, he added. The second 
half, which is foe sanctions, is still debatable regionally 
and internationally. In order to strengthen foe idea of sep- 
aration between the regime and the people, the U.S. 
announced its intention to hasten the end of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime, said Rintawi. 

A1 Dustour’s Jihad Momani said it is not unusual that foe 
U.S. is exerting pressure on all Arab countries in order to 
resume foe strikes against Iraq. Momani quoted Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Sahhaf as saying that the 
U.S. administration has delivered more than 20 “written 
directives" to Arab governments suggesting a cover for 
the possible strikes. The cover would be an international 
licence that will be used with countries that might object 
the idea of dividing or destroying Iraq, the writer said. 
This time the U.S. needs such a licence because its plans 
face objections from several Western countries , which 
cannot be ignored, he added. The directives show how the 
U.S. domination is absolute and how the Arab regimes are 
helpless, said the writer. 


Good news from decline 


THE FOREIGN trade sector in 
Jordan is currently diminishing 
to the dismay of importers, 
exporters and retailers. Statistics 
show that national exports 
declined in the first eleven 
months of 1998 by 3 per cent, re- 
exports dropped by 8.5 per cent, 
and imports decreased by 6.5 per 
cent, all in comparison to the 
same period of 1997. 

This unexpected and unusual 
contraction of the foreign trade 
sector can be taken as a sign of 
economic recession and possible 
negative growth of the economy 
last year, yet we venture to 
describe it as a healthy contrac- 
tion. because it represents a 
structural improvement in the 
foreign trade sector and a step 
forward in the direction of bring- 
ing the Jordanian economy clos- 
er" into balance. 

The foreign trade sector was. 


and still is. one of the weak 
points in the balance of payments 
in particular, and in the Jordanian 
economy as a whole in general. 
The value of exports hardly 
exceed 40 per cent of the value of 
imports, which is obviously an 
unhealthy and unsustainable situ- 
ation, because the gap is being 
filled by non-constant, excep- 
tional sources such as foreign 
grants, loans, and remittances. 

The shrinkage of Jordan’s for- 
eign trade sector during 1998 
was caused by a small percent- 
age decline in exports which, 
admittedly, is a negative phe- 
nomenon. but also by a larger 
percentage decline in imports, 
which is a positive phenomenon. 
These changes resulted in a net 
decrease in trade deficit and the 
achievement of another step 
towards self-sufficiency: a sort of 
balance between exports and 


imports. 

Fortunately, the figures for the 
last quarter of 1998 gave an 
exceptional good reading, which 
should not be blurred by the fig- 
ures of 1998 as a whole. During 
October and November 1998 
national exports grew by 9.9 per 
cent and 12.4 per'cent respective- 
ly. while imports at the same 
time decreased by 1 per cent and 
6.5 per cent respectively. Thus 
the net trade deficit was lower 
than in the same months of 1997 
by 10.1 per cent and 45.6 per 
cent respectively. 

Therefore, the nature of con- 
traction. taking place in the for- 
eign trade sector, may not reduce 
the rate of growth of gross 
domestic product (GDP) as one 
may think, but will improve the 
rate of economic growth to make 
the prediction of "the minister of 
finance for growth rate in 1998 


Sunday’s 
Economic Pulse 



Dr. Fahed Fanek 

of 2.2 per cent more realistic and 
credible. The growth of exports 
is counted on the positive side as 
a credit to the balance of pay- 
ments, and an addition to GDP. 
while the growth of imports is 
counted on the negative side as a 


debit in the balance of payments 
and is treated as a subtraction 
from GDP. The foreign trade sec- 
tor as a whole, and despite its 
contraction in 1998, will con- j 
tribute positively to the growth of 
the economy. j 

Hopefully wbat was realised i» [ 
October and November 1998 will j 
continue and become a trend n| 
new and sustained direction; We 
want exports to grow and import 
to decline together with the trade 
deficit and the degree of expo- 
sure of the Jordanian economy. 
Such a development is desirable 
and can lead to a higher degree 
of self-sufficiency. 

The decline of imports should 
not necessarily reflect negatively 
on the standard of living in the 
country. nor consumption, 
because the volume of the 
growth of local production may 
have compensated for the gap. ' 
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Best wishes 

. 1 

To the Editor: . j 

WE WOULD like to take this opportunity to express our fed- l 
ings of happiness for the recovery and return of His Majesty j 
King Hussein to his homeland. JoTdan. | 

Although we are far away, our thoughts are with HSs [ 
Majesty King Hussein. We are happy to be a part of the cele- 
bration of his full recovery and his successful return home, j 

Our prayer is that he will remain strong and healthy for las \ 
famil y' as well as for the entire Jordanian family there aid 
abroad. " ~ 

He has been such an inspiration to both the young and aid 
for his wisdom, integrity, and strength. His endurance, 
courage, and stamina ihroughout his illness, are commendable 
to say the least. We salute you. Your Majesty. 

God bless and keep His Majesty and. Her Majesty’ Queen' 
Noor. and the entire Royal family. 


Add, Nancy, Sarah. Lori, and Jacob Amarinr 

CaHfbnda 

U& 


A death-threat to children? { 


A new direction for Germany 


By Gwynne Dyer 

‘THE RED-GREENS’ policy on foreigners 
jeopardises security in Germany more than 
the terrorism of the Red Army Faction." said 
Edmund Stoiber. premier of Bavaria, in a 
recent interview “We do not want a multi- 
cultural satiety" But he’s going to get it — 
and a great deal else that he doesn't like 
besides. 

Stoiber. the leader of the Christian Social 
Union fCSU), is widely seen as the man like- 
liest to lead the righi-wing coalition in 
Germany's next election, but that is almost 
four years away. For now, at least the ‘Red- 
Greens’ — the Social Democrats (SPD) and 
their junior partners, the Greens — are in 
power, and after 16 years in opposition they 
are moving fast to make up for lost time. 

In the first weeks after the election, as they 
scrambled to form a cabinet, the new partners 
looked distinctly unready for power. But 
three months later the policies coming out of 
Bonn cm a wide variety of issues — citizen- 
ship. NATO, Europe, nuclear power — are 
breafotakiiigly bold by comparison with the 
past 

Germany's neighbours and allies have 
grown used to a country that is far less 
assertive than its size and wealth (80 million 
people and the world’s third-largest econo- 
my) would normally suggest The older gen- 
eration of German politicians felt a residual 
sense of guilt about Germany's past and 
were always aware of the acute sensitivities 
of their smaller neighbours. 

Chancellor Gerixaid Schroeder's cabinet 
are a new generation, and they are challeng- 
ing the old pieties in ways that were unthink- 
able during the cold war. For example, the 
new government is committed “to campaign 
to lower the alert status of nuclear weapons 
and for a renunciation of the first use of 
nuclear weapons." 

The ‘right' to use nuclear weapons first has 
always been a stared NATO doctrine, and for 
the Pentagon it is the strategic Holy of Holies. 
No NATO member has ever challenged it 
openly before. But this German government 
(with strong Canadian support) is determined 
to take it all the way to the NATO 50th 


anniversary summit in April which is sup- 
posed to define the alliance’s new "strategic 
concept" 

Bonn is being equally forthright on the 
European unity issue. It is following in the 
footsteps of fanner Chancellor Helmut KohL 
who promoted European Monetary Union 
mainly as a way of making closer political 
integration unavoidable — but where Kohl 
tiptoed and dissimulated, Schroeder's gov- 
ernment just says what it thinks. 

This month's launch of the euro. Foreign 
Minister Joscbka Fischer (leader of die 
Greens.) told die European Parliament on 
January 12. was “not primarily an economic, 
but rather a sovereign and political act 
Europe has already changed far more than 
most of our citizens have realised: a signifi- 
cant section of national sovereignty has been 
transferred." Kohl could not have put it better 
— but he would never have put it that blunt- 
ly in public. 

The Schroeder government's motives are 
the same as Kohl’s: to embed Germany so 
deeply in ‘Europe* dial the hostilities and 
fears that drove the continent to war so many 
times in the past can never reemerge. But 
Germany holds the presidency of the 
European Union (EU) fey the next six 
months, arid its goals are very ambitious. 

"Political union, including new member 
states... is the logical follow-on from eco- 
nomic and monetary union,” said Fischer, 
raging die ELI to move on from the old una- 
nimity principle and accept majority deci- 
sion-making in aD areas except amending the 
basic treaties. As a first step towards a federal 
constitution for Europe, be added, German)' 
would propose a "European Charter of Basic 
Rights to consolidate the legitimacy and iden- 
tity of the EU." 

Strong stuff — and the domestic initiatives 
have been just as radical. Ending all repro- 
cessing of plutonium (including cancelling 
existing large contracts with Britain and 
France.), for example, as a prelude to phasing 
out all nuclear power generation in Germany. 
And, most controversially of all opening up 
German citizenship to people who are not 
‘ethnic’ Germans. 

Germany has around eight million resi- 


dents who were bom elsewhere, or are the 
children of ‘guest-workers’ who’ came to 
Germany in the 60s and 20s to do^fae low- 
wage jobs thai the Germans themselves did 
not warn. The}’ farm about the same propor- 
tion of Germany's population as do recent 
immigrants and their families in Britain or the 
US. — and. of course, roost of them speak 
German, bold down jobs, pay taxes, and 
regard Germany as their home. 

But w hereas the comparable people in 
Britain or the US., except for very recent 
arrivals, are almost ail citizens, none of the 
German residents are. German}' still adheres 
ro the ‘Blood Law" of 1913 thai restricted cit- 
izenship ro people of German ancestry. 

Resident ‘foreigners' in German)’ might be 
granted citizenship after 15 years, but rarely if 
they were of Turkish origin (as half die ‘for- 
eigners’ in Germany are)! And the lucky few 
recipients were required to bum their former 
passports in front of the judge. 

That is all going to c h an ge . The new gov- 
ernment wiS give ‘foreigners' besn in 
Germany, and those resident there far over 
eight years, the right to a passport (and thus to 
vote). Tfcmd-genaation foreigners' bom in 
Germany will automatically become citizens, 
and can hold dual nationality. It's estimated 
that some 42 million people could become 
G erman citizens fairly quickly — which 
would certainly shift die electoral odds in 
favour of the Left. 

Maybe that’s why the former ruling parties, 
the Christian Democrats and the CSU. have 
gone berserk. They have launched a nation- 
wide petition ro stop foe changes that uses 
rhetoric verging on the racist “It's a very dan- 
gerous development" says Guido 
Westerwelle, leader of the Free Democrats 
(who were also in the previous government). 
“They are rasing ghosts that we may not be 
able to lay to rest" 

But the '"Reds' and the ‘Greens’ are trying 
to drag Germany into the 20th century before 
it’s over, and they may well succeed. It will be 
a much barer country far it but it w31 take 
some getting used to. 

The wri/er is a London-based independent jour- 
nalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. 


A synonym for bigotry 


By Ray Hanania 

MERRIAM WEBSTER and America 
Online have issued an apology because of 
lexicon related definitions they provided that 
have been denounced as offensive to homo- 
sexuals. 

Sure enough, I connected to America 
Online — the largest Internet information ser- 
vice in the United Stares — and tried to access 
Mariam Webster's thesaurus and it was 
"Temporarily off-line." Wow. I thought Thai 
was fast action in response to a public debate 
over what is and what is not acceptable. The 
Internet really does wok! Then 1 remem- 
bered research I had done several months ear- 
lier for a publication detailing the history of 
Arabs in America. I realised that Meniam 
Webster's scrap with the homosexual com- 
munity is not their first such encounter 

No. In fact, Arab Americans have been 
complaining to Meniam Webster for years. 


bur to no avail Here is what Meniam Webster 
offers in the thesaurus in response to the word 
“Arab:" “Function: il Text 1. Synonyms 
VAGABOND, eloebard, drifter, floater, hobo, 
roadster, street Arab, tramp, vag, vagrant II 2. 
Synonyms PEDDLER, ilduffer, hawker hig- 
gler, huckster, monger mongerer. outcrier 
packman, vendor" Of course, to add insult to 
injury, here is how Meniam Webster's dictio- 
nary describes the phrase "Sam Arab:" 
"Street Arab: Pronunciation: -'Ar-ab. -*A- 
"rab. Function: noun. Usage: often capitalised 
A Dale: 1S59: a homeless vagabond and 
especially an outcast boy or giri in the streets 
of a city” Now. if Arabs were homosexuals in 
foe United States, we could protest and 
Meniam Webster would quickly remove the 
offending terms from the thesaurus and dic- 
tionary. 

Or if we were “disabled gay African- 
American women orphaned Siamese twins 
who lived on the moon,” Meniam Webster 


would remove any relative offending terms 
for that group, too. 

But "since we are “Arabs," and Me niam 
Webster apparently doesn't give a damn 
about Arabs, they won’t change foe hateful 
terms they use to describe us. 

I have never heard anyone call me a 
“Clochaid,” “Duffer” or “Higgler,” although I 
have been called “Sand Nigger," “WogT 
Dervish," ‘Towel Head," and “Fuzzy Wuzzy” 
— aD teems made popular in maty Western 
and American movies. 

Frankly, though. Fm not sure which are 
worse. 

But I do know that foe hypocrisy of 
Meniam Webster is o utlandish.* disgusting, 
outrageous and totally unacceptable. 

And if Meniam Webster weren't a “broad." 
I'd punch her in foe nose, too! 

The writer is a Palesrinian/American 
author and journalist. 


To the Editor: 

TWO WEEKS ago. dashing into an unfamiliar supermarket 
for a copy of foe Jordan Times: I noticed amidst foe bubble 1 
gum and lollipops at the checkout.- fireworks! 

Being bom in a nation which has an annual fireworks ate; 
bration and one where foe sale of fireworks is strictly oat 
trailed; yet one in winch there is an annual telling of ghastiy, 
fireworks honor stories. I recoiled at this sight 

What if somebody should enter this area smoking? What 
would then happen to this unprotected display box? 

I didn't have many days to come to terms with my initial 
sense of foreboding. - . 

Earlier in foe year, having heard that fireworks were lobe 
encouraged to deter shootings at celebrations. I felt we were 
substituting fire with fire! 

Tell me over the last fortnight who has not witnessed similar 
events to these I will now relate? 

1. Schoolboys lighting and throwing these devices on a 
nightly basis. 

2. Minors coming from shops clutching these dangerous 
devices passing revellers smoking on foe post iftar streets. 

What finally made me set pen to paper was last week, after 
watching His Majesty King Hussein's moving ‘Eid address to. 
foe nation on TV in which be spoke of a controlled reception 
for his homecoming. 

My family and I thought we would soak up the Ramadan- 
atmosphere in foe souk. : : U 

We had just arrived on foe busy roads when our journey was" 
punctuated by a huge and terrifying souncL. youths who- 
thought it was funny to throw fireworics beneath a loaded busL 
Those of you reading only need a little foresight foseewbact" 
might have been. _ J; 

Have we taken leave of our senses? Is this how we entertain;" 
our youth, giving them toys of explosive potential upon wfctidr- 
to spend their precious few fils? - — 

Quite simply fireworks must not be freely available without 
the adoption of a national fireworks code. For ones commciiy 
sense should demand restriction on these novelties. 

1. Fireworks are not toys: they are filled with gunpowdei tc^ 
equivalent chemical compounds. Their use should be educafrl 
ed. 

2. Fireworks should be sold only to responsible afoxlts^- 

preferably only for organised and licensed dispfays/celebra^ 
tions. -**7 

3. Fireworks should only be sold in outlets which roeer-a? 

civil defence safety standard. They should be kept in seated : 
display units away from food and flammable materials ' 
Outlets should have a no stroking policy. ^ 

4. Fireworks which are on sale in Jordan have n faTrmi Hn^ 
instiuctions in poo - English, and mostly on the cartons notfoev 
individual products. All of these products should carry exp&> 

it safety instructions in Arabic. -5^4 - 

5. Where fireworks are sold, safety tapers to tight- 

should also be on sale which should be used to light 
ar amts length. •— 

6. JTV and the press should carry public safety comm^t^^4 

on the correct use of fireworks. 

7. Fireworks should never be rebel “Duds” often stay aBgte 
inside, many cases of blindness have resulted from pet fffe) 
returning to these silent failures. 

8. Only sparklers should be held — - in a gloved hand! 

An alarmist no, not L the annual Guy Fawkes celebrating 

was one of my favourite, as a child in En g l and Nfwflesstoia^ 
my father kept a lid on foe sealed fireworks box wfe&g 
enjoyed the colourful illusion. What was most t ragic ; wa sW 
waich November 5th news bulletins and watch foe C 3 E^|S| 
of blinding, bums and worse, to those who did not 
instructions. ,. . •- * 1 1 

Are we ready for fireworks? Are we merely potting on b „ 
a cheap death threat for the nation’s children? WbuldnT^® . 
so much better to prepare the children for the future byTWt&gi 
a reasonably priced children's magazine or comic oh'sa feg^ : 
foese same checkouts. -e— ,_J - 

There is enough pain in life without putting it on safely 
guise of pleasure to our children. Let those in authority' 1 
action against these devices before we read foe tragic? 
lines. • - 


Edwins 
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One for the ghetto 


Last week, having served an 18-month ban for biting a 
lump out of Evander HohfieM's ear, Mike Tyson won 
his comebackfight with a single blow warmly applaud- 
ed by those who fed. he is fighting for them 

By Jim White 

WHAT, ASKED a reporter, had Mike Tyson said to 
Francois Botha, just before he applied a punch of 
such force to the South African’s chin that it sent the 
18-stone man staggering on a comical excuse-me 
across the ring and ended last Saturday's fight. "Just 
things boxers say" fisped Tyson in that disconcert- 
ingly gentle speaking voice of his. Come on, 
pushed the reporter (a braver man than most): when 
the two boxers had grappled at close quarters, whis- 
pering evil nothings into each others ears, what 
were the exact words be had used? 

"Okay, since you ask,” said Tyson, his upper lip 
rolling into die sneer that once terrified half of 
America, "what I said was: Tra gonna fucking kill 
you, white boy.’” As the three-ringed circus of Team 
Tyson pulled into town a week before die fight, it 
seemed to many that Las Vegas was the perfect 
place for Iron Mike to take up his ugly trade once 
more. This city — built on the fortune made from 
convincing Americans that it offers them the chance 
of a better life even as it empties their pockets — 
could provide a platform like no other for what one 
senior American commentator referred to as “the 
mini-series that is Mike Tyson”. Everything here is 
fake. The long strip of hotels and casinos that form 
the modem \fegas is stuffed with the ersatz: outside 
the Luxor hotel, for example, is a Sphinx made of 
pre- stressed concrete, life-sized and perfect in every 
detail only with those bits that the Egyptian origi- 
nal has lost to the weather thoughtfully restored; 
there’s a half sized Eiffel Tower under construction 
a little way down the strip; an ait gallery full of 
copies of the world's great paintings; and though St 
Mark's Square may be sinking under the Venice 
lagoon, don't worry — someone is building an 
exact replica in Vfegas. Every casino boasts enter- 
tainment featuring lookalikes: there’s a Wifi Smith 
doing comedy at one. the Spice Girls at another, and 
dozens upon dozens of Elvises — though, of 
course, one of them might just be the real tfting. 

It is all about as genuine as an apology from Bill 
Clinton — and therefore, according to many com- 
mentators, ideal for Mike Tyson, 1999 model. 
Because those who know about these things will tell 
you that the real Tyson disappeared years ago, lost 
in a cycle of depression, domestic violence and 
paranoia. He is now but a pastiche of that bull-like 
20-year-old who terrified the heavyweight division 
in the mid-Eighties. 

For various reasons, not least three years in prison 
for rape and the long ban for biting Evander Holy- 
field. Tyson had been to work only 1 1 times in the 
Nineties when be faced Botha last weekend. He had 
won eight of those fights and lost three; by no coin- 
cidence at all be lost each time he faced a signifi- 
cant contender. Tyson is, say his detractors, on die ‘ 
slide. AD that is left is an illusion, propped up by 
hype. 

Even the hype is in decline, now that he has patt- 
ed company with Don King, the electric-haired big- 
mouth who used to manage him, their relationship 
collapsing in a vortex of $100 million legal claims 
and counter-claims. “At least with King not 
around," said rate boxing writer, “there's a bit more 
oxygen for the rest of us.” But what makes Tyson’s 
decline all the more precipitate, runs the theory, is 
that he himself knows it’s happening. He is now 
engaged in the desperate, ultimately fruitless task 
that feces every sportsman whose powers are in 
decline: he is Dying to Rim back the clock. And the 
futility of the exercise is hatting major conse- 
quences on his mental stability. 

Not that you could tell by looking at him. Just like 
the fake Canalettos and Van Goghs in the strip's art 
gallery, he looked to the untutored eye like the real 
thing. All last week, an enormous video screen out- 
side the MGM Grand — the vast casino and hotel 
complex to was hosting the fight — announced 
Tyson's comeback: “Six miles of roadwork, 500 sit- 
ups. 500 stomach crunches. 30 minutes jumping 


rope, one hour in die weights room,” read die cap- 
tions over shots of Tyson sweating, toiling, locking 
terrific. “Thai breakfast" Which make s him a rari- 
ty among visitors to \feg3s: die only thing most of 
them appear to manage before breakfast is three 
other breakfasts. 

At die weigh-in two days before die fi ght, Tyson 
looked even better than on the video. When he 
stood on die scales and stared malevolently at die 
sea of cameras at his feet, he was a frightening sight 

— well as frightening as any man can be when 
dressed only in his underpants. Muscles were piled 
on muscles, and his neck was so dock it looked as 
if it could easily have absorbed a sledgehammer 
blow to the head. All the vital physical statistics — 
the 1 7-inch biceps, the 20-inch nedc, the 12- inch fist 

— remained as they had been in his all-conquering 
youth. 

But boxing, like all sports, is conducted largely in 
the mind Or ratbet. in the mindlessness. The more 
a boxer has to think, the more he must persuade his 
limbs to go about their vicious business, the less 
chance he has. Tbe best boxers move by instinct 
Tyson has not been moving by instinct far a decade. 
Instead of loving a clear head, it has become fogged 
with business and domestic problems, not to men- 
tion a seemingly endless battle with the media, 
which, he is convinced, want only to see him falL 
Largely, he is right He has turned from being the 
sharply-focused fighter of his youth into a man 
whose mind is so full of angst that it is splitting apart 
at the seams. 

As the fight drew nearer; Tyson was constantly at 
it behaving appallingly at press conferences and 
living up to low expectations. Some dismissed this 
as mere hype, an attempt to gain headlines in the 
hope of selling tickets. True, tickets needed selling 

— on the day of tbe fight, they were still freely 
available, and 3,000 had still not been bought as the 
beD sounded for the first round — but Jim Gray, the 
boxing reporter for Showtime, a UJS. sports chan- 
nel believes that, for once in \fegas, there was noth- 
ing fake about Mad Mike's outbursts. 

He characterised the boxer by comparing him 
with the recently retired basketball player, Michael 
Jordan. “One guy named Mike is a true ambas- 
sador, who is utterly comfortable within himself. 
And the other guy named Mike isn't The only thing 
you can really say is to these two people are at 
totally opposite ends of the spectrum. Unfortunate- 
ly for Mike Tyson, he has wasted the opportunity to 
be a Mike Jordan. For that, we should ah feel bad.” 

It is an analysis typical of the anti-Tyson camp — 
Mike is just an unmitigated bad boy, they say — but 
it fails to acknowledge to the qualities required to 
succeed in a sport that involves popping a ball 
through a hoop are significantly different from 
those needed for one predicated on rearranging 
your opponent's fecial features. But perhaps to is 
the point the real reason why America’s huge, 
sprawling boxing media have bom so condemnato- 
ry of Tyson is to he is the last thing they need. 
Those who make their living by commentating on a 
pursuit that grows ever harder to justify could do. 
without someone growling around scaring the hors- 
es. Which may be why, some years ago, an attempt 
was made to recast Tyson as the thinker and wit the 
game had been crying out for since Muhammad Ali 
retired. Peter HamntiH who in the Seventies was 
one of many would-be Boswells to Ali's Johnson, 
was the fiist to make claims for Tyson’s intellect 
after speaking to the former champion in prison 
Hamnufi reported to Tyson had converted to 
Islam, was a student of philosophy and an avid 
reader of Nietzsche and Machiavefii. Why, he even 
had a tattoo of Che Guevara on one of his pectorals, 
which must mean something. 

Those who saw him in action last week, though, 
would have seen considerably less evidence of 
intellectual capacity than of alarming mood swings. 
One moment os be moved through die media tent 
at the back of fee MGM Grand, his entourage in his 
wake, Tyson was an engaging interviewee, laugh- 
ing that he didn't know how his current wife — 
Monica Ttiroer, a doctor of paediatrics whom he 
married in 1997 (her previous husband is serving 
ten years on drugs offences) — put up with him. 


The next he was raging. On several occasions, he 
lost all control. Machiavefii would not have been 
impressed by his response, live on air, to one televi- 
sion interviewer, who had merely asked the kind of 
question Tyson must have been asked a thousand 
times before: was he the same fighter as before? 
“Fuck you.” Tyson screamed in sudden fury. "‘Fuck 
you up the ass.’’ 

“1 think we’d better terminate the broadcast here," 
said the interviewer. “Yeah, fuck you asshole,*’ 
yelled Tyson, before being dragged away by The 
Croc. Tbe one thing to everyone can agree on, 
however; is that Tyson has been so constantly 
exploited throughout his life — by managers, girl- 
friends, financial advisers, the lot — that he has 
some justification for thinking that the world really 
is out to rip him off. Whatever the cause, those who 
witnessed his outbursts could see that this guy has 
mental problems. Real mental problems. 

But then, there are those who love a bit of mad 
misbehaviour from their champion, who see Jor- 
dan’s ambassadorial behaviour as compromise, 
who admire the way Tyson so steadfastly refuses to 
play die game of Media Nice Guy. And they began 
to arrive in Vegas the night before the fight. 

By its nature, boxing tends to attract followers 
who appreciate physical hardness above all things, 
and for whom the ability to knock someone out cold 
is the most accurate way measure of areal man. Go 
to tte York Hall in Bethnal Green, London, to see 
a boxing bout and you would be hard-pressed to 
find a meaner-looking bunch of individuals — and 
to's just the crowd. But Tyson’s supporters, in par- 
ticular, have a reputation in the game: they are the 
Mill wall of tbe sport No one likes them and they 
don't care. 

Vegas is only an hour’s flight from Los Angeles, 
so h is the ideal place for foe tribal gathering of 
gangstas and homeboys to always enfolds aTyson 
fight; the perfect venue for deals to be done, meets 
to be made and scores to be settled. It was after see- 
ing Tyson beat Bruce Seldon in Vegas in September 
1996 to tbe rapper. Tupac Shakur, was shot dead. 
And after Tyson's previous bout in tbe city, against 
Holyfield inJune 1997. a full-scale riot erupted in 
the MGM Grand, causin g the casino to shut down 
fry two hours, at a cost, rumour has it of $9 mlUion 
in lost gaming profits. 

Outside the MGM s arena on the day before foe 
Tysoo-Botha bout a security man filled me in on 
the arrangements for the fight “Last time, Tyson 
fans ran through the casino stealing chips from the 
craps tables. This time, we're prating 265 armed 
cops in the arena. We ain’t taking no chances.” It 
turns out to. the moment to earlier fight ended 
with Tyson’s disqualification for snacking on Holy- 
field's lobes, shots were heard in the arena. Specta- 
tors fled in panic, giving foe perfect cover far a be 1st 
on foe gaming tables. According to the security 
guard, however, the thieves never got the chance to 
cash in their chips. “The casino got them all back.” 
he smiled. “Let me give you a word of advice, 
because I know you Brits like to misbehave at sport- 
ing events: there's one place you don’t mess with 
the management, and that’s in a casino.” 

This is foe bargain that foe MGM Grand makes 
when it pays to sage aTyson fight. Like every casi- 
no in town, it is touting for business, trying to 
encourage the punters to use its slot machines, 
roulette wheels and craps tables, rather than anyone 
else's. For decades, the casinos have bought in big- 
name attractions to suck in passing wallets — and a 
Tyson fight attracts big spenders: the LA gangsta 
needs to prove to his peere to he is a serious play- 
er. and there’s no belter place to do that than in a 
casino. 

The night before the fight, I was sitting at a 
roulette table, quiedy losing S25. when a punter in 
foe 1 eafoer-coat-and-dexby-hat outfit favoured in 
certain sub-sections of LA gangland slipped into the 
seat next to mine. He slapped five 5100 chips, spe- 
cially minted for the occasion with Tyson's face on 
them, on foe black square. The wheel spun and foe 
ball landed on a red number. He had lost “You 
should have gone red." I said. 

“On tbe black, man,” he said. “‘Like ray man 
Tyson, always on foe black." 



Thus, up to a point, Tyson’s followers and their 
deep pockets are welcome at foe MGM- And that 
point was reached at about 11pm the same nighL 
By then, there were gangstas all over the casino, 
smoking big cigars, drinking champagne, greeting 
each other with complicated handshakes. Despite a 
conspicuous lack of threatening behaviour, it was 
then — apparently acting on a pre-arranged plan — 
that foe casino management started easing them 
out It was a simple operation: target the blade peo- 
ple. One man, who seemed to have stepped straight 
off the set of Superfly (why else would anyone be 
dressed in an ankle-length mink coat, matching 
mink bombing and mink-covered shoes?), seemed 
particularly aggrieved at being turned away before 
the Grand could take his money. He had a point: 
security had just let Donald Trump walk in. no 
questions asked. 

At the casino’s gold-plated main entrance, securi- 
ty guards, backed up by brown-shiited Las Vegas 
cops, stopped anyone black from coming in. The 
tension and mutual distrust was palpable. As they 
say in these parts, this was fear aid loathing. And 
when you see it in action — this assumption to 
anyone who is black is a riot about to happen — 
you begin to understand why these guys identify 
with Tyson when he complains about white Amer- 
ica, and to appreciate why they admire him for 
refusing to behave by its standards. You can see why 
they love someone whose power and physique sets 
off foe alarm bells buried deep in foe white gene 
pool. 

This is not to say to Tyson is watched only by 
black gangstas. Plenty of Americans of every hue 
and profession turned out to see his return to work. 
Tbe celebrities, too. were out in force, their names 
announced as they arrived, to let us all know to 
this was tbe place to be seen. Jade Nicholson. 
Pamela Anderson. Roseanne. they were all there, 
none of them worried that their reputations might be 
damaged by association with the beast. And there 
was Ali himself, getting the biggest applause of the 
night, as he tottered his way to a ringside seat, a just- 
about-walking indictment of foe long-term conse- 
quences of tfus thuggish trade. It was a night for 
dressing up. not just in foe celebrity enclosure, but 
everywhere in the arena: a night for showing how 
much you had spent on your latest suit yora 
chunky, gold finger furniture and your woman's 
swell new chest 

It was an evening for Vegas-style show. 


‘Boom!’ went the crowd 
as Botha tottered. 
‘Boom!’ went Botha’s big 
backside as it hit the 
canvas. ‘Boom!’ everyone 
shouted each time the 
shot was replayed’ 

But the biggest show of aD was foe demonstration 
of power up in tbe ring. It turned out to Tyson’s 
detractors were wrong this time: there was nothing 
fete about fins fight Though he was by no means 
convincing in foe early rounds, his boxing skills 
rusted to foe point where his cornermen would have 
been better off splashing WD40 rather than water 
on his foce, when foe end came, it came quickly. 

The strength of the punch to befuddled the brain 
of his big, brave Afrikaaner opponent echoed 
around foe arena. “Boom!” went the crowd as 
Botha tottered. “Boom!” went Botha's big backside 
as it hit the canvas. “Boom F everyone shouted each 
time foe shot was replayed on the giant video 
screens around tbe building. 

And all around file arena, foe homeboys wore on 
their feet acknowledging their man. Mike Tyson 
had done them proud: he was back, as bad as ever 
— fouggexy, viciousness and mqchismo had won 
the day. Once more, the ghetto had got one over the 
establishment It was left to file man himself to sum 
up the euphoria that came from proving everyone 
wrong. “Me and my brothers,” he lisped to the post- 
fight press conference, at last apparently able to 
relax in the only way he knows how. by battering 
another man into senselessness, “now we’re iop of 
the food chain.'’ 

And, all around him, his enemies — those who 
want DOthing less than to see him fell to the chain's 
very bottom — were forced to gird their patience 
and wait a bit longer for the end But it will come. 
In sport, as in life, it always does. 

— The Guardiun 
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The Arts Centre Student Exhibit: Freedom and the basics 


By Sally Bland 

AT THE Arts Centre’s Winter 1998 
Course Exhibition, the general impres- 
sion is of variety and contrast While 
drawings predominated at the exhibition 
held alter the summer course, this time 
round sculpture and ceramics have a 
mote prominent place among the 80-odd 
pieces done by 28 students during the 
centre's fall-winter session. 

One of the more striking sculptures is a 
massive, black head, eyes closed in con- 
templation. in sadness, perhaps in agony, 
but surely not in dreamless sleep. Just as 
striking is to Ghassan Lu’ay A1 Amir, 
who made this piece, has never studied 
sculpture before. Formerly an architec- 
ture student Ghassan now studies graph- 
ic design at the Applied Sciences Univer- 
sity. He likes the freedom of expression 
and foe amount of personal attention 
given to each student at file Arts Centre. 
D've been dreaming all my life of doing 
sculpture, but I didn't think !'d find a 
place like this in Jordan," he says. “Next 
I will rate drawing: to will help me 
improve my sculpture.” 

Next to foe troubled face is its opposite 
image: the serenely beautiful head of 
Michelangelo's David, an excellent repli- 
ca done in light-coloured clay by Khal- 
doun Elias JreisaL Khaldoun is an archi- 
tectural engineer and counts architecture 
:ls his entry into three-dimensional art 
Though he once took drawing at another 
centre, this is his first training in sculp- 
ture. He had long been fascinated by 
Michelangelo’s David and did 20 sketch- 
es of it before embarking on the starue. 
“By drawing it. I came to realise how 
truly special it is,” he relates. “From the 
course here I discovered my own style 


and abilities. 1 gained confi- 
dence.” However, be does 
not feel to what he has 
learned about sculpture at the 
Arts Centre will influence 
his work. “As an engineer, 
the projects l work on are not 
flexible,” he explains, “but 
sculpture is part of my char- 
acter. 1 was waiting for this 
chance, life is not only eat- 
ing and drinking; art is 
important in order to develop 
taste and to experience life 
from other points of view.” 

Seven other statues are on 
display — heads, torsos and 
a number of expressive 
whole body figures done by 
female students. Some are 
classical in style: others are 
more modem, depicting 
poses from everyday life. 

While all foe sculptures are 
human figures, foe ceramics 
students produced inanimate 
objects — bowls, towers, B|§j8 
lanterns, a pitcher, a tele- 
phone — wife foe eye-catch- 
ing exception of an octopus 
draping its legs over a clay 

jar. 

On the walls of the exhibi- Sculpt 
tion rooms hang black-and- H 

white pencil drawings, a 
cluster of three still-lifes for each student 
who completed foe first or second draw- 
ing class. In each case, the first drawing 
depicts basic shapes — spheres, cylin- 
ders. cubes — with tbe second and third 
drawings graduating to more complex 
objects, like vases, fruits, a teapot. 
Though die subject is the same, there is 


Sculpture by Luhaz Abu Kushk 


enough variation in style, shading and 
tone to mate h interesting to view and 
compare the drawings. The comparison 
cuts two ways. On the one hand, there is 
variation in style from student to student; 
on the otter; one can chart foe progress of 
each individual from the first drawing 
marie in the course to the final one. 


' ■ ■ Another way of assessing the 
• students’ development is to 
■ | view the pieces entered in the 
. competition which parallels tbe 

exhibition. 

The ability to bring out dif- 
' ' ferent tones was named by sev- 

eral students as an important 
skiD they had learned at tbe 
centre. “From one colour, 
many tones can emerge,” says 
Samia Kawar, who cook foe 
first' drawing course last sum- 
mer and has just completed foe 
second. ‘This is even true of 
pencil sketches; hundreds of 
tones can emerge in black and 
white.” Samia has liked draw- 
ing since childhood. For about 
three yeas she has been work- 
ing in oils, doing both land- 
scapes and abstracts. “I like 
abstracts best; after all a scene 
can be photographed,” she 
notes. “ I can see my iruprove- 
| ment from taking foe drawing 

f course here because, even for 

abstracts, you must master foe 
techniques of classical draw- 
ing. I have seen many centres 
and previously took three 

courses at another one, but 

there they just gave you filings 
to draw. Here there is more 
emphasis on the necessary 
methods, foe basics; it is more systemat- 
ic.” 

Judging from the exhibited works and 
conversations with students, drawing is 
definitely tbe most tightly structured 
among foe courses offered at foe Arts 
Centre. Beginners are encouraged to take 
the two basic courses which focus cm still 


life drawing before going on the third 
which introduces portraits. Master of 
drawing skills is required before studying 
watercolours and oil painting. This 
emphasis on acquiring a firm academic 
basis step-by-step was mentioned by 
almost all students as a major asset of foe 
centre’s curriculum. 

The amount of personal attention given 
by the staff was also mentioned as a plus 
by many students. “Tbe teacher followed 
our work at every step of foe way, evalu- 
ating and imparting knowledge, rather 
than what I have experienced before — 
just being told my work is good or not,” 
comments Lands Aboucfe who studies 
graphic design at die university but 
enrolled at the Arts Centre for artistic 
enrichment “Here I learned to look at 
things anew. This makes me wants to 
learn more,” says Lands who has been 
drawing and doing portraits and land- 
scapes in watercolours, acrylics and oil 
for some time on her own. benefited 
more from this course than from any 
ofoer place where I have studied, because 
it is more systematic,” she concludes. 

“I like three-dimensional things and I 
felt I could use my imagination more,” 
says Mai Abu Ayyash to explain why she 
chose ceramics. Mai is in training to work 
at a new hotel She enrolled ar foe Arts 
Centre for fun, to tty something new. ‘1 
avoided sculpture because it requires a lot 
of patience, but I learned patience in the 
ceramics course. At first I thought I 
wouldn't be able to sit through a whole 
three-hour class; then I became totally 
involved and didn’t think about the tune 
They gave us three thin gs to do: a cube, a 
cylinder built up by coils and a rounded 
shape. Then we could choose what we 
did for our final project I chose an octo- 


pus because I like tbe sea and animals." 
Mai’s other outstanding piece is a cube- 
shaped lantern with a different design 
carved into each side. 

A clay bowl pitcher, tower and tele- 
phone, all bearing marks reminiscent of 
ancient Greek pottery, are the work of 
Shoushan Meseriian. who had rather 
unique reasons for studying ceramics; "1 
like nature, and clay is from nature. 1 
compare ceramics with dentistry, even 
some of the tools are s imilar The way we 
carve in clay is like how the dentist 
moulds our teeth. I say this because many 
people think ait isn't important, just a 
hobby, but it is more. It's related to sci- 
ence, psychology, history, geography... 
Through art. you study all these things 
with pleasure." 

Shoushan has been a teacher for 15 
years and currently teaches art at foe 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf School “Before 1 
started, I thought I knew everything from 
having modelled dough with children, 
but at foe first class, I suddenly felt I knew 
nothing,” she admits. ‘Then, gradually, as 
I continued. I felt I was rediscovering 
what I had known. Besides learning 
about technique, this course helped me 
evaluate my own teaching, what I've 
done right and wrong over the years. 
Chfldrea are not clay to be moulded in 
our hands. Each has artistic skills, it 
depends on tbe teacher, who can either 
repress students’ ideas or bring them out. 
I appreciate my teacher at foe Aits Centre 
for allowing us to be ourselves, just as 1 
appreciate my principal at school, Dn Sue 
Dabdah, who helped me be free in my 
thinking. That makes me be more cre- 
ative.” 

The exhibition runs untHFebruory 16. 
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World Bank projects in Asia plagued by problems 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Financial turmoil in East 
Asia has sharply increased 
the number of World Bank 
projects in the region 
plagued by problems and 
has nearly doubled the per- 
centage at risk of failure, a 
bank report has said. 

More than 16 per cent of 
World Bank projects in 
East Asia faced “serious 
problems" in 199S. up from 
10.5 per cent in 1997 and 
4.7 per cent in 1993, 
according to the World 
Bank's Operations Evalua- 
tion Department. 

It said 27.5 per cent of the 
bank's projects in the 
region were at risk of not 
achieving their objectives 
in 199S. up from 14.6 per 
cent in 1997 and 10.5 per 
cent in 1993. 

For Indonesia alone,' 
more than half of the 
bank's ongoing portfolio of 
projects were at risk of fail- 
ure. 

“They have not failed: 
they are at risk, which 
means we have to concen- 
trate on finding out how to 
salvage them, restructure 
them, cancel them, renew 
them," Robert Picciotto, 
director-general of the 
operations evaluation 
department, told a news 
conference in Washington. 

ll What we have, follow- 
ing the East Asia crisis, is a 
major job of reevaluating 
our ongoing portfolio." he 


said. 

The World Bank did not 
spell out the problems fac- 
ing specific projects in spe- 
cific countries. 

But as a rule, when the 
Worid Bank lends money 
to a government to fund a 
project, it spells out targets. 
It may set a timetable for 
construction of roads and 
schools or ask the govern- 
ment to change certain eco- 
nomic policies before more 
money is paid, out 

The World Bank attrib- 
uted the growing number 
of problem-projects in East 
Asia to the region's finan- 
cial crisis, which has crip- 
pled government spending 
on social programmes and 
increased poverty. 

The International Mone- 
tary' Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank and other lenders 
have responded to the tur- 
moil by rushing billions of 
dollars in aid to the hard- 
est-hit states — Indonesia. 
South Korea and Thailand. 

Despite last year’s sharp 
increase in problems with 
projects, the World Bank 
said East Asia was in line 
with other developing 
regions, which have made 
progress over the last year. 
The bank said Africa and 
Latin America have been 
particularly successful. 

The report stressed that 
more than three-quarters of 
World Bank-supported 
development projects had 


"satisfactory outcomes” in 
199S, but Picciotto said: 
‘The bank still needs to 
improve its performance in 
getting sustainable results." 

The World Bank said the 
number of ' problem- 
plagued projects in Asia 
could increase in the 
months ahead if growth 
does not pick up. “We have 
not yet probed the down- 
side,” Picciotto said. “The 
risks are higher." 

Progress in Latin Ameri- 
ca might also be set back 
because of recent turmoil 
in financial markets. 

The World Bank report, 
based on a review of 298 
projects, also warned of a 
sharp increase in inequality 
between the rich and poor 
in developing nations. The 
bank estimates tbat Asia's 
financial crisis has pushed 
at least 20 million people 
back into poverty in the last 
year. 

It recommended that the 
World Bank give greater 
emphasis to social sector 
development. 

Asia's economic turmoil 
sparked a regional debate 
last Friday on whether cri- 
sis-hit countries should 
move fast to provide their 
people with unemployment 
insurance and other social 
welfare benefits. 

Economists, academics, 
and government officials 
attending a World Bank- 
hosted seminar explored 


the possibility for Indone- 
sia and Thailand to follow 
South Korea in investing in 
state-run unemployment 
insurance programmes. 

The three countries are 
the worst victims of the 18- 
month Asian crisis, the 
worst seen by the region in 
more than 50 years. 

A paper prepared on the 
social impact of the crisis 
said South Korea, respond- 
ing to its surging social 
problems, bad implement- 
ed a comprehensive unem- 
ployment benefits package. 

It said about 25 per cent 
of Koreans losing jobs afteT 
the crisis started in the sec- 
ond half of 1997 had bene- 
fited from the programme 
last year. 

The paper said the num- 
ber of unemployed soared 
in the three countries in 
1998 when the jobless in 
Thailand rose about 132 
per cent to 1.5 million, by 
200 per cent to about the 
same number in South 
Korea, and by 350 per cent 
to 20 million in Indonesia. 

It said Indonesia's textile 
industry, which employed 
mostly women, had laid off 
half a million workers by 
March 1998. 

Sakool Zuesongtham. 
secretary of Thailand's 
Federation of Bank and 
Financial Institution. Work- 
ers Unions, estimated that 
at least 30.000 bank and 
finance company employ- 


ees had been made redun- 
dant since the government 
closed their companies 
from mid- 1997. 

Peter Heller, a senior offi- 
cial of the IMF, told the 
meeting he supported pro- 
posals for Asian countries 
to expand unemployment 
insurance schemes provid- 
ed they could keep financ- 
ing costs under control and 
the benefits do not serve as 
a disincentive for people to 
find new jobs. 

Thai Finance Minister 
Tarrin Niramanahaeminda 
joined the debate by telling 
participants in a luncheon 
talk that Thailand had no 
imm ediate intention of 
investing in such a costly 
plan. 

"We don't believe in 
Thailand that there should 
be a social insurance pro 
gramme in such a way that 
puts a burden on the soci- 
ety in the long run. For the 
society to prosper, people 
must work... and have the 
ability to take care of them- 
selves." he said. 

With assistance from var- 
ious multilateral agencies. 
Thailand has launched a 
three-year. S462 million 
Social Investment Project 
that mainly aimed to create 
community jobs in rural 
areas and cushion its peo- 
ple from the impact of the 
Asian crisis. 
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Israeli budget falls victim to politics 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


STOCK MARKET 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli government's 1999 
budget has become a 
political too! as it lingers 
in parliament, sparking 
fears that the last two 
years of fiscal restraint 
may give way to electoral 
considerations. 

"The prime minister is 
also the finance minister 
and as a result politics is 
determining (economic 
policy)," said state budget 
director David Milgrom. 
who conceded that trea- 
sury officials were entire- 
ly out of the budget nego- 
tiations now underway in 
parliament. 

Netanyahu, who .faces 
the voters in elections on 
May 17, tool? control of 
the treasury in December 
when his disgruntled 
finance minister resigned. 

“Moshe Leon is in fact 
the acting finance minis- 
ter." said Yaron Deckel, 
political commentator for 
Channel 1 television, 
referring to the director- 
general of the prime min- 
ister's office. 

Leon’s office said 
Netanyhau had not made 


any commitments to any 
political parties, but trea- 
sury officials have sound- 
ed the alarm bells. 
Netanyahu faces a long 
list of spending demands 
even from the coalition 
panics the government 
counts to support its legis- 
lation. 

Milgrom and other trea- 
sury officials have said 
increased allocations 
would hun the govern- 
ment’s ability to meet its 
legally mandated deficit 
target of 2.0 per cent of 
gross domestic product in 
The. 215 billion shekel 
(S53.1 billion) budget. 

Director General Ben- 
Zion Zilberfarb warned 
last week that he might 
advise Netanyahu to sus- 
pend the budget-making 
process until after the 
elections and let the 1998 
budget continue operating 
on automatic pilot as it 
has since Jan. 1. 

The 1999 budget was 
supposed to have been 
approved by lawmakers 
by the end of last year. 
But when Netanyahu's 
coalition fell apart in 


December over the Wye 
peace agreement with the 
Palestinians, the budget 
process froze. 

Amotz Asa-El. econom- 
ic editor for the Jerusalem 
Post. estimated that 
Netanyahu has so far 
promised about $1 billion 
in increased annual 
spending for pension ben- 
efits, early childhood edu- 
cation and a home-pur- 
chasing scheme for the 
weaker classes. 

“People should always 
be concerned on the eve 
of any election — politi- 
cians have been shown to 
do very strange things." 
he said. 

Most analysts say they 
are confident the next 
: government can put the 
fiscal house back in order 
after elections. But that 
still adds up to a lot of 
short-term pressures on 
the markets. 

Long-term bond yields 
are at historically high 
levels, underscoring 
expectations that the gov- 
ernment will have to issue 
more debt to cover 
increased spending. 


Analysts say the Bank 
of Israel is unlikely to 
lower interest rates much 
before elections even 
though inflation has fallen 
sharply. The base rate is 
currently a punishing 13.5 
per cent. 

“The Bank of Israel will 
try to compensate what 
they see as looser fiscal 
policy with tighter mone- 
tary policy." said 
Jonathan . Katz, chief 
economist at Solid Finan- 
cial Markets. 

With all the spending 
demands being placed on 
the budget, the concession 
the government needs to 
make to get legislation 
moving is over local reli- 
gious councils. 

Avraham Ravitz. the 
ultra-Orthodox legislator 
who chairs parliament's 
finance committee, said 
he would block a commit- 
tee vote on budget-related 
legislation until parlia- 
ment passed a law assur- 
ing Orthodox hegemony 
over local religious coun- 
cils. 

Parliament is due to vote 
on the Religious Council 


Bill Monday or Tuesday. 
If it passes, the finance 
committee would then 
vote on the budgetary 
bills before the end of this 
week. 



Hong Kong told: Costs must fall further to compete 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong leader Tung Chee-bwa 
has said this territory, which 
fsTn'the grip of a deep reces- 
sion, must cut costs further if 
it wants to compete with 
rival Singapore and other 
Asian centres. 

Speaking after meeting his 
council of international eco- 
nomic advisers for the first 
time, Tung predicted 1999 
would be another tough year 
for Hong Kong. 

He said the 11 advisers, 
including News Corp chair- 
man Rupert Murdoch and 
former U.S. Federal Reserve 
Chairman Paul Volcker. 
stressed that Hong Kong 
costs must still come down 
further. 

"They think that unless our 
business costs can fall, it will 
be difficult for us to com- 
pete,” Tung told a news con- 


ference. 

“They think and hope that 
Hong Kong costs will con- 
tinue to adjust because our 
costs, compared with Singa- 
pore and many other places, 
are higher." he said. 

William Purves. former 
chairman of Hong Kong’s 
HSBC Holdings and one of 
the advisers, pressed the 
point at another news brief- 
ing. saying Hong Kong faced 
more painful adjustment. 

He noted Hong Kong resi- 
dents were pouring across 
the border to neighbouring 
Shenzhen in mainland China 
to do their shopping. 

“This proves to me that 
Hong Kong is uncompetitive 
in its pricing." he said. 
“Hong Kong remains a cost- 
ly place." 

People would have to 
endure more economic pain 


as Hong Kong adjusted to 
economic reality. “There is 
no easy fix. That’s die story,” 
Purves added. ' 

Purves said the advisers 
discussed the Hong Kong 
economy, tourism and com- 
petitiveness as well as the 
Asian crisis and Japan’s 
banking industry. 

Prices have tumbled in the 
territory of 6.6 million over 
the past year as the recession 
set in. The government esti- 
mates that the economy con- 
tracted by about five per cent 
in 1998. 

Housing and commercial 
property prices are down as 
much as 50 per cent but they 
remain among the world’s 
highest 

Shops, restaurants and 
other businesses have closed 
and tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have been laid off. push- 


ing up unemployment to a 
record 5.8 per cent in the last 
quarter of 1998. r 

Tung held out little hope 
for a quick recovery. 

“I think 1999 will stiHije 
difficult but after the (eco- 
nomic) adjustments, we 
should be very competitive,” 
he said. 

Asked whether tax cots 
might lure foreign invest- 
ment, Tung said: “I dunk tax 
reduction is not the way 
because, you know, our (cor- 
porate) tax is only 16 per 
cent which is already very 
low.” 

Since Britain returned the 
former colony to China, in , 
July 1997, Tung has been 
accused of lacking leader- 
ship in dealing with the eco- 
nomic crisis and bus popular- 
ity has dropped steadily in 
opinion polk. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 Catcher's need 
5 Meat jelly 
10 SL Louis eleven 

14 "The African 
Queen" 
screenwriter 

15 Spanish lasso 

16 John in Cardiff 

17 Wrongful act 

18 Minimum 

19 Art _ 

20 Make a mistake 

21 Buffoon 
23 Campfire 

whoppers 

25 Director Spike 

26 "The Avengera" 
star Patrick 

28 Vain person 

33 Leaderless 

34 Of hours 

35 Schedule into 

36 Pack cargo 

37 Turns, as milk 
36 Forehead 

39 DIV buy 

40 HeadJiners 

41 "Games People 
Play" author 

42 Students 

44 Got in the 
game 

45 Leg: slang 

46 Bit of bread 

47 Divide voting 
districts unfairly 

52 Coffee 
container 

55 Chills and fever 

56 Accustom 

57 In of 

58 Profit's 
partner? 

59 Gaseous 
element 

60 Dpsh 

61 Requests 

62 Parts of pipes 

63 Racetrack 
figures 

DOWN 

1 One of a pair * 

2 Stravinsky or 
Sikorsky 

3 Material like 
huckaback 

4- New Year In 
Hanoi 
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THE BETTER HALF . By Giasbergen. 


RATS! J 
■mousHT Tm 
WERE 6MN6 
AWAY FREE 
50CCE R BALLS. 


By Matthew Higgins 

Concord, NH 

5 Actress Dahl 

6 Soothsayers 

7 Jack of The 
Tonight Show" 

8 Teensy 

9 Indian beans 

10 Blush 

11 State with 
conviction 

12 Old-time club 

13 Winter mantle 

21 Sit-com equine 

22 Simon or 
Diamond 

24 Once more 

26 Greasy 
secretions 

27 Playful prank 

28 Decants 

29 Ben and Bobby 

30 Develop 
shoddily 

31 Make amends 

32 Deviated oft 
course 

34 Rime 

37 Fumbles for 
words 

38 Smile 
expansively 


□□□□ Basse] □□□□ 
HOBO DBE 1 HH DSDB 
□□□□□mnciiiQ □□ns 
HBCT EHMES C 3 QHOHB 
DDBB BQSEH 9 

□□□nos nans nun 

BE90QB BEDS QSDH3 
□DOS BBSDS HHHQ 
□□□□ BOSS SOSOS 
SSD C3E3BE1 C2C3S BBH 
■ HOODS □□□□ 
SQSOOB QBOOSQDB 
□HOB SSSODBSSSQ 

sons Boons shoo 
saoB aasBH ebqq 


ICJIM 9 Tiftmi Ifeda 5 «nta 4 ks. 
AllVBINM 


40 Dispatch a 
dragon 

41 Obscure 

43' Female beast 

44 Hogs the mirror 

46 Computer 
insert 

47 Festive 
occasion 


48 Self images 

49 Statesman 
Dean 

50 Med. sch. 
course 

51 Bare 

53 Enjoy a novel 

54 Sisters 

57 Zodiac sign 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAWC 
by Henri Arnold and MJJc» ArgWoK - 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter io each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


TRAIE 


ZIPER 


BARTUN 


leans 

G 

n 


CINTAG 



Ans: THE Y Y Y Y Y 

A d LA A A A k 

. {Answers lomorowJs 

Saturdays Jumbtes: DAILY CREEL ENCAMP CONVOY?; 

Answer Why everyone wanted to stay at the popular ' 
hotel — IT WAS THE “INN" PLACE 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Number of tourists rise by 13.13 per cent 


•* THE NUMBER of tourists visiting 
Jordan” from January until November of 
199& increased by 13.13 per cent as the 
total reached 1.189.216 persons compared 
10 1,051,199 persons during the same peri- 
odic 1997, according to statistics obtained 
from the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. Tourists coming from 
European countries, the Americas and 
other- countries accounted for 28.55 per 
cent of the total, a drop of 7.53 per cent 
from the level reached in 1997. Tourists 
coining from the Arab Gulf states account- 
ed for 61.97 per cent and from Israel 9.48 
percent 

The statistics revealed that income from 
tourism during the first ten months of 1998 
amounted to JD461.6 million, 9.9 per cent 
more than the JD419.9 million earned dur- 
ing the same period of 1997. Jordanians, 
meanwhile, were estimated to have spent 
around JD245.2 million between January 
and November of last year, 14.2 per cent 
higher than the amount spent in the first 10 
months of 1997. The spending covered 
tourism, medical and educational expenses. 
The aforementioned figures work out 
into a surplus of JD216.4 million from 
tourism during the first ten months of 1998. 
The tourism income for the whole of 1997 
amounted to JD548.8 million which repre- 
sent. 11 per cent of the gross domestic 
product for that year. 

A breakdown by the port of entry, the sta- 
tistics showed chat 81.8 per cent of the vis- 
itors or 973,404 persons arrived by land. 
Most were Gulf Arabs who accounted for 
70.2 per cent of those who came by land. 
Israelis came in second place U1.4 per 
cent) and the remaining 10.2 per cent were 
Europeans. 

Arrivals by aircraft totalled 190,136 or 16 
per cent of the overall number of tourists. 
Europeans accounted for 48.5 per cent of 


the tourists who came through the airports. 
Tourists from the Arab Gulf ranked second 
with a 24.5 per cent and third were the 
Americas with 20. 1 9 per cent. 

Only 2.2 per cent of all the tourists, or 
25,676 visitors, came by sea. Most of the 
arrivals in this category were from Europe 
(48.2 per cent) followed by Arab Gulf 
states and the Americas for 26. 1 per cent 
and 14 per cent respectively. The remain- 
ing 1 1.6 per cent were from other coun- 
tries. 

Geographically, tourists from the 
Americas represented 8.52 per cent of the 
total number of tourists. Most of the 
tourists came from the United Slates which 
accounted for 89.71 per cent or 81,760 
tourists. Canadians represented 1 1 .70 per 
cent of the America tourists or 1 1 .853 per- 
sons. The U.S. and Canadian numbers 
were 2.83 per cent and 8.83 per cent 
respectively, higher than the numbers 
recorded in 1997. Overall, the total number 
of tourists from the Americas was 101,297 
persons during the first ten months of last 
year compared to 99,675 persons during 
the same period of 1997, an increase of 
1.63 per cent. 

The number of tourists coming from 
European countries declined by 8.01 per 
cent from 222,180 persons during the first 
ten months of 1997 to 204.377 persons 
during the same period of last year. They, 
however, accounted for 1 7. 1 9 per cent of 
the total number of tourists. The number of 
visitors from Poland, Spain. Italy and 
Sweden increased last year by 52.89 per 
cent, 32.10 per cent, 8.65 per cent and 5.84 
per cent respectively, but the number of 
tourists from Germany, Austria, Britain and 
France dropped by 29.83 per cent, 28.50 
per cent, 1 6.24 per cent and ] .30 per cent 
respectively (A1 Ra’i). 
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TTOR SUNDAY* JANUARY;- 24, i999 


ByZJnda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) You an calm a friend's 
nervousness, since you've already been there and done 
that You’ll run into a similar situation this evening. 
Another person's problem becomes your chance to help. 
Your quick action turns a possible disaster into a story 
with a happy ending. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Someone in a position 
of authority is eyeing you for a promotion. It’s obvious 
you can handle more responsibility. A friend may lean 
on you a little too much. Don't bail this person out of a 
jam. You know bow to handle responsibility: now teach 
your friend how to do it, too. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A friend keeps pushing 
you to go back to school. You may be resisting more out 
of habit than anything else. Actually, you’d love to go to 
school. There’s something you could take that would 
help you in your present circumstances. It has to do with 
computers. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You may be feeling agi- 
tated, but don’t worry — this is how it always feels 
when you're growing or learning. Change is definitely 
underway, and you’re in the middle of it. People are 
expecting more of you than ever, with good reason. The 
-amazing ideas you've been coining up with recently are 
attracting attention. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A friend is trying to take 
off in about four directions at once. This person doesn t 
have your objectivity, however. That's where you can 
help. In a supportive way, point out the obvious pitfalls 
you see. Suggest that more time is necessary before 
making a decision. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There are too 
many distractions, and each job seems ro have top pri- 
ority. Everyone you know thinks you should do it all. 
You’ve made other people depend on you more than 
you should have. Delegate some of the responsibility 

back to them. ^ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The challenge 
won’t be in coming up with ideas, but in following 
through on them. Pick a couple of the best ones for now 
and save the rest for later. If you can disburse some of 
them to others, do so. You could keep about a dozen 

people busy. . , , 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A loved one 

is practically in a dither. It looks like the plan isn t going 
right. Advise patience. By tomorrow, things will start to 
settle down. Remember the old adage about having to 
break a lot of eggs to make an omelette? Well, you re at 
the egg-breaking stage. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December *1) 
Several people are trying to understand what you re 
talking abouL They’re Dying to let go of *exr old pe£ 
ceptions and see from your point ot view. They acfrnire 
you, because you always seem to be so happy and satis- 
fied. Don’t laugh if they make silly mistakes 
CAPRICORN! (December 22 to JanuatJ-OlYou 
being asked to use skills you only eecendy acquited; 
Your experience doesn't really fit- but it s gi g > 
confidence you need. There’s money to . ^ 

and you're going to be one of the people 
lust do the next thing that’s in front of you. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February J9) Romance 
will be easier for you today than it has been in qu re 
while. Money may still be^omethrag of a problem, 
however. That’s annoying, since you ' - c _ 

person someplace special for dinner ^ e v en 
aic, instead, or a nice meal at home. Those can be 
more romantic, with the right person. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20 ) > You ■ m* £ ££ 

ranging furniture or even “ U ’s definitely the 

perhaps you’re changing roommates. 1 Wh g [her 

end of one phase and the beginning f 

or not it’s to your advantage is up o y 
intuition, but also do the planning. 

Bhrthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


Gambro 
to shed 
1 ,000 jobs 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
The Swedish pharmaceuti- 
cal group Gambro will start 
a two-year restructuring of 
its renal care business, 
involving the Toss of more 
than 1,000 jobs, the compa- 
ny has said. 

The aim of the restructur- 
ing is to improve profitabil- 
ity. “reinforce the group's 
commitment to quality 
reanl care,” and secure con- 
tinued good growth, the 
company said. 

There will also be a sig- 
nificant reduction in the 
product line to eliminate 
duplications, and a further 
reduction of warehouses. 

The brand name COBE 
for renal care products will 
be discontinued. 

“It is not yet decided 
where the jobs will be 
shed.” Gambro information 
officer Bengt Modeer told 
the TT news agency. 

Gambro has clinics in 
Europe. North and South 
America and Asia. 

Out of 6,000 people work- 
ing within the renal care 
sector, 700 woric in Sweden. 


AFM brushes aside political developments 


AMMAN (R) — Jordanian 
shares ruse Saturday in 
brisk post -holiday business 
apparently unmoved by a 
wait-and-see mood gripping 
the country us it awaits 
political developments, 
dealers said. 

The official Amman 
Financial Markets (AFM) 
60-share index rose 0.93 per 
cent to 1 77.66 points in 
turnover of JD1.46 million 
($2 million) in the first trad' 
ing session since last 
Saturday. 

Dealers said the bourse 
saw active trade at the end 
of a week-long holiday to 
mark *Eid Al Fur feast 
which included an extra one 
day to celebrate Kiite 


Hussein’s return last 
Tuesday after a six-month 
absence abroad. 

The market brushed aside 
the state of anticipation 
which is keeping many 
Jordanians in suspense as 
they await imminent news 
of die replacement of 
Jordan’s Crown Prince 
Hassan as heir designate. 

Some brokers cited 
healthy foreign buying on 
traditional blue-chip indus- 
trials which led the broad 
market advances, helping to 
attract local interest from a 
mix of institutional buyers 
and floor trade speculators. 

“The market was unaffect- 
ed by the political changes 
that could happen. ” viid 


Amer Al Muasher, head of 
foreign investments at 
National Securities. 

Among the busiest trans- 
actions of the day were the 
two mining blue-chips, 
Arab Potash and Jordan 
Phosphate Mines, rising 
sharply by J DO. IS to JD3.75 
and JD0.09 to JD1.97 
respectively. 

The potash firm’s turnover 
of JD738.604 accounted for 
nearly hall' the day’s vol- 
ume, mainly a bloc deal said 
to be a GDR cancellation, 
brokers said. 

Bui blue-chip drug firm, 
Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing, shed 
JD0.04 to JD2.91 after 
shares worth JD52.566 


chanced hands in locally 
dri\en trade. 

Jordan Electric Power, a 
recent favourite among 
local speculators, was 
unchanged at JD1.73 alter 
shares worth JDl 16,278 
changed hands in one ot' the 
busiest transactions of the 
day. 

Jordan Cement Factories, 
rose JD0.12 to close JD3.57 
in JD63.502 worth of trade, 
mostly by local speculators 
after foreign fund buying 
petered out. 

The cement stock’s for- 
eign ownership reached 
close to its permissablc 50 
per cent ceiling after weeks 
of mainly global fund buy- 
ing triggered by a landmark 


government sale of a major 
stake last November to a 
French cement producer. 

In contrast to busy trade in 
industrials, the banking sec- 
tor was quieter with market 
heavy weight Arab Bank 
rising a modest JD0.25 to 
close JD2 17.25 after 300 
shares changed hands. 
Housing Bank rose a slight 
JD0.05 to JD2.80 in deals 
worth a total of JD55.583. 

Gaining .shares outnum- 
bered losers by 16 to S and 
1 2 stock were unchanged. 

The independent Pearl 
Index of 45 best-performing 
shares rose 0.42 per cent to 
82.67 points. 1.30 per cent 
higher from the end of last 
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Jordan Bromine Company 
Limited holds planning meeting 


RICHMOND, Virginia 
(J.T.) — A meeting of 
senior executives of 


Albemarle 

Company 

Jordan 

Industries 

(JODICO) 


Holdings 
Limitecl. 
Dead Sea 
Company 
and Arab 


Potash Company lAPC) 
was held recently in 
Richmond, Virginia, to 
plan details for the first 
meetings of the general 
assembly and board of 
directors of their joint 


venture company, 

Jordan Bromine 

Company Limited, 
scheduled for Jan. 27. 
1999. 

Last October, a joint 
venture agreement was 
signed by the three com- 
panies to manufacture 
and market bromine and 
bromine derivatives 
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BritishBank 
wins title of 
best Global 
custodian in 
Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — HSBC 
BritishBank was again award- 
ed the title of best Global cus- 
todian in Jordan by Global 
Ctisiodian Magazine. The sur- 
vey of Emerging Markets 
Agents Banks also commend- 
ed HSBC BritishBank JonJan. 

Global Custodian Magazine 
is the leading industry com- 
mentator, making tins a signif- 
icant award to HSBC 
BritishBank. 

Robert Bray. CEO HSBC 
BritishBank expressed hi- 
happiness on this accomplish- 
ment and commented that the 
hank will soon be upgrading u * 
a fully automated system, 
which eliminates human inier- 
\enuon and increases the 
and the quality of .ser- 
vice. The securities depart- 
ment was able to double its 
profits during 1998. 


from a world-scale com- 
plex to be built in 
Jordan, near the Dead 
Sea. Jordan Bromine 
Company Limited w ill 
build units at Safi, 
Jordan, to produce 
bromine, leirabromo- 
bisphenol-A flame retar- 
dant (TBBPA ) and calci- 
um bromide. The par- 
ties also decided to rec- 
ommended to the board 
of directors of Jordan 
Bromine Company 
Limited that it incorpo- 
rate a chlorine and 
potassium hydroxide 
plant as pan of the joint 
venture. 

At the meeting on Jan. 
27, the three companies 
will conduct the first 
general assembly meet- 
ing, where, the board of 
directors will be elected. 


Following the general 
assembly meeting, the 
board will meet and 
transact appropriate 
business matters arising 
from the formation of 
the joint venture compa- 
ny. 

Following Lhe meeting 
earlier this month, the 
three companies issued 
the following joint state- 
ment: "Jordan Bromine 
Company Limited was 
incorporated in Jordan 
on Jan. 11, 1999. We 
look forward to a long 
relationship. The joint 
venture is moving ahead 
and is on schedule to 
build the bromine and 
bromine derivatives 
facilities near the Dead 
Sea.” 


Baby-sitter is available 


For further information, please don’t 
hesitate to contact this Mobile No. 
079/521037 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 
IN 

SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi firm in the field of telecommunication . 
security Services and Low Current Systems is seeking 

Senior 

Telecommunication Engineer 

with the following minimum qualifications: 

♦ B.Sc. In Electronic & Telecommunication Engineer 
(State Board) 

♦ S years (Minimum) experience in design & costing of 
Telecommunication Systems, Radio unks(hf,vhf.uhf 
& Microwave) + Paging systems 

♦ Experience in analyzing and evaluating tenders 
op telecommunication systems 

♦ GOOD knowledge in computer network 

Interested candidates must send 
their resumes before 30/1/1999 to: 


T he Marketing Manager 

Fax No. 58581 1 1 R. 309 


Jordan Marketplace *** J O R D AJN ARKETPLAC E *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS "WAVES OF STYLES 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079530007 
Web Site is 
vwvw.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your coiour f&rtt 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo she 
30 % larger. . 

* Free enlargement 

20 x 30 cm. 


ShmelsanJ - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweHleh Tel: 822891 




TOADVB 



Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


★One & Two Bedrooms *FuUy 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-nnil : BystaJQ goxom-jo 



5684311 -5699634EXT.fi i 5684311 -5699634En.fi 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
lunch: 12 : 30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
dinner: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p-m- 
i German coffee and cakes served all day 
M ft* - Al H Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
PO Box 6555, Amman- 1 1 1 18 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
& 

Fax: 5693337 


Fax: 5693337 


jbmKxjfo's 


Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Shehrazad Restaurant 

Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 
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Andre Agassi advances easily, 
Serena Williams makes ugly exit 


MELBOURNE (AP) — 
Andre Agassi, now ihe high- 
est-ranked player in the 
Australian Open men's field, 
has left no room for argument 
so far, yielding only 17 games 
in three matches. 

For Serena Williams, the 
line judge said “in,” and the 
umpire said “out" on her sec- 
ond match point, and three 
games later she made a rack- 
et-flinging exit, booed by the 
crowd for her petulance. 

Williams already was 
advancing toward the net for 
a victory handshake Saturday 
when the call turned against 
her. 

‘The match was actually • 
mine at that point so that's 
like having someone take it 
away from you.” she said 
after her 6-2. 2-6, 9-7 loss to 
No. 14 seed Sandrine Testud 
of France. 

She also thought she had 
been cheated on her first 
match point, at 5-4 in the 
third set. but added: “I don't 
think the bad calls goL the 
best of me.” The situation 
never would have arisen “if I 
had been attacking.” In the 
round-of-I6. Testud plays 
No. 6 seed Monica Seles, a 
four-time champion who 
pushed her record in 
Australian Opens to 31-0 by 
overcoming Belgian Sabine 
Appelmans 6-3, 3-6. 6-4. 

Another four-time champi- 
on. No. 10 Steffi Graf, also 
had to struggle to beat Mary 
Joe Fernandez 4-6, 6-3. 6-4 in 
two hours, brin ging her 
record against the American 
to 17-0. Fernandez used her 
lob effectively to fend off 
Graf s attacks, but finally hit 
a backhand wide on the third 
march point. 

For the first time in three 
matches, Agassi didn't score 
a 6-0. 

He beat Czech player Jiri 
Novak 6-3, 6-2, 6-1. and said 
that “if I can keep that stan- 
dard up. I like my chances 
against anybody.” Only five 
men’s seeds remain in the 
tournament, and Agassi is the 
top at No. 5. There’s no 
chance of him meeting anoth- 
er seed before the semifinals, 
where No. 10 Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov might come 
through. Kafelnikov won 5-7, 
64, 6-2. 3-0 in the third 
round when Jim Courier 
retired with a groin pull. 

On the Rebound Ace 
courts, in Melbourne’s heat. 
Agassi said, “I can really beat 
a guy up physically because I 
control most of the points” 
Agassi has won three grand 
slam events, but none since 
the Australian in 1995. He 
fell as low as 141st in the 
rankings in 1997 before 
climbing back. 

Last year, he said, T played 
some great marches. I just 
didn't play those great m arch- 



Andre Agassi of the USA hits a backhand return to Jiri Novak of the Czech Republic dur- 
ing their third round match at thel999 Australian Open in Melbourne Saturday. Agassi 
defeated Novak in straight sets 6-3, 6-2, 6-1 to advance to the round-of-sixteen (AFP 
photo) 


es at the right time.'’ He next 
meets 44th-ranked Vincent 
Spadea. a 6-3. 64, 64 win- 
ner over Czech player Martin 
Damm, and a winner over 
Agassi in Cincinnati last 
August. 

Agassi called the 24-year- 
old American ■‘the kind of 
player that can even play bet- 
ter against better guys.” 


Kafelnikov, the 1996 French 
Open champion, rates the 
favourites here as himself. 
Agassi, No. 7 Karol Kucera, 
Sweden’s Thomas Eoqvist 
and South Africa’s Wayne 
Ferreira. On Friday. Enqvist 
ousted third seed Patrick 
Rafter, the U.S. Open cham- 
pion, and Ferreira outlasted 
No. 9 Richard Krajicek. 


“I was missing motivation 
in 1998," Kafelnikov said. “I 
was kind of lost in space. 
I’m ready to win again, win- 
ning the big tournament, big 
matches, and under these cir- 
cumstances I have to use my 
chance. This is the best 
opportunity I’ve ever had to 
win this event.” Late last year, 
his wife gave birth to a girL 


he switched coaches and he 
took off a month without 
picking up his racket. 

Kafelnikov's next opponent 
is Romanian Andrei Pavel 
who snuggled to a 3-6, 6-3. 
2-6, 7-57*6-3 victory over 
187th-ranked Paul Goldstein, 
the American newcomer who 
ousted eighth-seeded Greg 
Rusedski in the second 
round. 

In women's matches, two- 
time defending champion 
Martina Hingis and 1995 
winner Mary Pierce both won 
easily, and Anna Koumikova 
cut her double faults in half 
— serving just 14- in a 4-6,6- 

2, 6-3 victory over 
Germany's Andrea Glass. 

Koumikova. who had 
served 31 double faults in her 
second-round victory, said, 
Tve improved with each 
match. T m playing better and 
better.” The- 17-year-old 
Russian, seeded 12th, said 
she isn’t worried about later, 
stronger opponents taking 
advantage of her recent serv- 
ing problems. 

“I'm going to take advan- 
tage of their weaknesses,” 
said Koumikova, who next 
plays No. 7 seed Pierce. 

Pierce beat Italian Rita 
Grande 6-2, 6-2, while 
Hingis, seeded second, need- 
ed just 48 minutes to oust 
promising Australian 15- 
year-old Jelena Dokic. 

Hingis has lost only 11 
games in six sets. She now 
meets No. 16 Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa, a 6- 

3. 7-5 winner over Taiwan’s 
Janet Lee. 

Testud' s victory put four 
French women into the last 
16 for the first time at any 
grand slam event in the three - 
decade-old Open Era. She 
joined Pierce, Emilie Loit 
and Amelic Mauresmo. 

But Loit and Mauresmo 
face each other in the fourth 
round. 

Testud sympathised with 
Williams. 

“She was a little upset I 
would have been upset too.” 
she said. 

When Williams was run- 
ning to the net in triumph, 
Testud was pointing to the 
spot on the court and gestur- 
ing frantically to umpire 
Laura Ceccarelli of Italy. 

“The ball was out I could 
see the mark,” Testud said. 

Ceccarelli reversed the call 
indicating it was wide, and 
the game went on at deuce. 

Testud then held serve, 
broke on a double fault by 
Williams, and won the nearly 
two-hour match when 
Williams slapped a final 
backhand into foe net The 
17-year-old American hurled 
her racket about 25 feet (8 
metres) toward the net in dis- 
gust and- left it there as she 
sulked in her chair. 


Tennis players likely to get ranking 
points for Olympic victories 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
(AP) — As part of efforts to 
attract the top tennis players to 
foe Olympics, ranking points 
are likely to be offered for vic- 
tories, the president of the 
International Tennis 

Federation said Saturday. 

The women players have 
supported the Olympics 
wholeheartedly and in foe 
1996 games, “only two or 
three of foe men you might 
want to play” didn't enter, 
Brian Tobin said. He men- 
tioned Pete Sampras and 
Boris Becker. 

“If players are not in their 
own mind convinced that an 
Olympic gold medal is a big 
deal then that's their deci- 


sion." he said at a news con- 
ference. 

“But we have tried to take 
every opportunity to make it 
easier for foe players” Tobin 
added 

The ITF is very close to 
agreement with the ATP 
men's tour on offering rank- 
ing points for both the 
Olympics and foe Davis Cup 
under a new ranking system to 
be introduced in 2000, he said 

“I don't think that tanking 
points themselves are going to 
attract Pete Sampras, for 
example, to play in the 
Olympics. But I think it's fair 
for all foe other players who 
perhaps give up a tournament 
or two to play in the 


Olympics, or Davis Cup, that 
they don't suffer at the hands 
of other players who are win- 
ning points somewhere else,” 
he said 

Sampras has citing foe rig- 
ors of foe regular tour for his 
limited Davis Cup appear- 
ances. He also is skipping foe 
current Australian Open, 
claiming fatigue from efforts 
late last year to preserve his 
No. 1 ranking. 

Tobin said foe tennis pro- 
gram at foe Olympics will be 
limited to 10 days, down from 
12, so foe players won’t have 
to spend too much time away 
from the toun 

“We are trying to make it as 
player-friendly as we can. 


because tennis players are 
used to the luxuries of life. I 
think they will find — that foe 
facilities there (Sydney 
Olympics) will be equal to the 
facilities at major tennis 
events,” he said 

The Olympics are important 
to giving tennis a wider audi- 
ence. and also bring revenues 
to help develop foe sport, he 
added 

Tennis gained about 532 
million from the Atlanta 
games, which was passed on 
to national associations, he 
said 

“It’s very important to foe 
smaller nations that tennis is 
part of foe Olympics,” Tobin 
said. 


He called tennis probably 
foe most international of 
sports, with 201 nations repre- 
sented in foe ITF 
But he said team competi- 
tion was unlikely to be includ- 
ed in the Olympics, because 
just a few nations would dom- 
inate it, and there were logis- 
tics and scheduling problems. 

In 1996, Americans Andre 
Agassi and Lindsay 
Davenport were the Olympic 
singles champions. 

The recent surveys we 
have done are very encourag- 
ing,” Tobin said “AH of tie 
players said that representing 
their country and winning a 
gold medal is very appealing 
to them." 
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Steffi Graf (R) of Germany and Mary Joe Fernandez of the USA shake hands as they 
begin to kiss at the end of their third round match at the 1999 Australian Open in. 
Melbourne 23 January. Graf defeated Fernandez 4-6, 6-3, 64 (AFP photo) 

Tennis-Graf fights back 
to oust Fernandez 


MELBOURNE ’ (R) — 

Four times champion Steffi 
Graf regained the killer 
instinct to beat determined 
American veteran Mary 
Joe Fernandez 4-6 6-3 64 
at the Australian Open on 
Saturday. 

The victory earned Graf 
a fourth-round tie against 
in-form Austrian Barbara 
Schert, semifinalist at last 
week's Sydney 

International tournament. 

Former world number 
four Fernandez managed to 


pile the pressure on Graf’s 
sen e and grounds trokes in 
the first set. but the 
German mounted one of 
her trademark fightbacks. 

, Fernandez, received treat- . 
raent to.her right elbow in 
the second set as Graf 
gained the ascendancy. The 
pair traded breaks in a tight 
final set but Graf got the 
upper hand to serve for the 
match at 54. 

Fernandez bravely saved 
two match points from 0- 
40 down, but hit her last 


return wide to send Graf-- 
through. The 29-year-old 
German won the last of het 
21 grand slam titles at tfe 
U.S. Open in 1996. wl ' 
was also the last year 
won in Melbourne. 

Graf said she had 
a bit too tentatively, pi 
because she had beerr 

vous. T wish I wouk 

but it's normal, especially 
when you're on cenGfc*." 
court and it’s a tight", 
match” she said. 
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CINEMA 


TEL:463*4144 


PHILADELPHIA U' 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL463-4I44 


Bruce Willis .. in 

MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 10:30,8:30, 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2 

V 

Adel Imam, Wafa’ Amer & 
Kamai Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' A£i WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30. 8:30. 6:15. 
3:30. 12:30 






S' CINEMA TEL :5 699238 

f PLAZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


1 





Shows: 12:30, 3:30.6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:567M20 

CONCORDE 


Adel Imam, Wafa 'Amer & 
Kamai Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30,2:30.620, 
8:30, 10:30 




A 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 



ABDOUN 

vww.cns. com. jo/Galleria , m 
Mel Gibson .. in 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 

• Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 
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Contract problems stalling 
Bears deal with McGinnis 


McDyess, Divac and Smith sign, Gugiiotta doesn’t 


LAKE’ FOREST, Illinois 
(AFP) — The Chicago 
Bears may have reached 
new heights of embarrass- 
ment- 

The National Football 
League club Friday named 
Arizona Cardinals defen- 
sive coordinator Dave 
McGinnis as their new 
coach, and were set to for- 
mally introduce him at a 
news conference. 

But McGinnis - never 
signed a deal with the team 
and the news conference 
never .came off due to a 
breakdown in negotiations. 

“We had reached an 
agreement in principle.'* 
said . Bears spokesperson 
Bryan Harlan. “But some 
pads of the contract are not 
able to be resolved at this 


lime. There will be no 
announcement today, but 
the panies will resume talk- 
ing tonight." 

McGinnis, a former line- 
backers coach under Mike 
Ditka and Dave Wannsiedt 
in Chicago, walked out of 
the Bears’ practice facility 
after talks broke off. 

Wannsiedt was fired last 
month after the Bears fin- 
ished 4-12 for the second 
straight season. 

Green Bay Packers offen- 
sive coordinator Sherman 
Lewis, Buffalo Bills offen- 
sive coordinator Joe Pendiy, 
Kansas City Chiefs defen- 
sive coordinator Gunther 
Cunningham and 

Jacksonville Jaguars defen- 
sive coordinator Dick 
Jauron were among the can- 


didates for the Bears* job. 

Later in the day. the 
Chiefs named Cunningham 
as their new coach. 

Cunningham’s appoint- 
ment came 1 1 days after the 
surprising resignation of 
Marty Schottenheimer after 
10 seasons with the club. 

General manager Carl 
Peterson said he inter- 
viewed seven or eight can- 
didates before selecting 
Cunningham, who has IS 
years of NFL experience but 
has never been a head coach 
on any level. 

"I have looked forward to 
this day more than any- 
thing." Cunningham said. *i 
have sat through meeting 
after meeting and worked 
under many coaches. I am 
readv." 


Klinsmann won’t back Germany’s 
Cup bid — paper 


BONN (Rj — Juergen 
Klinsmann will no longer 
work as an ambassador 
for the German Soccer 
Federation's (DFB) cam- 
paign to host the 2006 
World Cup, a Munich 
newspaper reported on 
Saturday.' 

The TZ daily reported 
that Klinsmann was 
annoyed the DFB had 
declined to give him a 
farewell charity match. 
Former Germany captain 
Klinsmann appeared JOS 
times for his country and 
led the team to their 1996 
European championship 
triumph. 

The newspaper said 
Klinsmann had turned 
down the DFB’s offer of a 
10-minute farewell cere- 
mony during a match 
between Germany and 


I Vi 


the United States in 
Jacksonville. Florida, on 
February 6. 

"I’m not going." 
Klinsmann was quoted 
saying. *TU watch it on 
television" 

Klinsmann was to work 
with Franz Beckenbauer 
and former striker Rudi 
Voeller as international 
ambassadors to promote 
Germany's bid to host the 
2006 World Cup finals. 

Klinsmann was quoted 
as saying he suspected 
Beckenbauer, a DFB 
vice-president and presi- 
dent of Bayern Munich, 
was behind the DFB’s 
decision earlier this 
month to deny Klinsmann 
a farewell match. 

"Maybe when I played 
in Bayern I stepped on 
Franz’’ feet too often," 


Klinsmann said. "Maybe 
I was the only player he 
had a problem with." 

On Thursday, the presi- 
dent of VfB Stuttgart. 
Gerhard Mayer- 

Vorfelder, offered 

Klinsmann a farewell 
match in Stuttgart, where 
he began his career and 
plaved between 1984 and 
1989. 

English premier league 
Tottenham Hotspur, with 
whom Klinsmann had 
two spells, also offered 
the striker a farewell 
charity match at the end 
of the season. 

Klinsmann’s lust inter- 
national was Germany's 
3-0 defeat by Croatia in 
the World Cup quarter- 
finals last July. 



NEW YORK |AP) — llte 
signing of Antonin McDyess 
was expected iu ynleash u 
domino eft ecu huf Tom 
Gugiiotta didn’t fail into 
place. 

McDyess, the player consid- 
ered the top free agent on tin: 
National Basketball 

Association market, finally 
made up Itis mind Friday anil 
signed with the Denver 
Nuggets despite a last-minute 
lobbying effort by three mem- 
bers of the Phoenix Suns. 

Gugiiotta then left Phoenix 
without signing a contract and 
I leaded to Minnesota in meet 
with Tiinberwolvcs owner 
Glen Taylor. 

No one was certain what 
Gugliolta's next move would 
be. from re-signing with 
Minnesota tu signing with 
Phoenix to being involved in a 
sign-and-trade deal that could 
send him somewhere else. 

"We h:uJ a tot of positive 
feedback." Plhvnix coach 
Danny Ainge joked, "but, hey. 
1 had a year of positive feed- 
back from McDyess, tuo." 
Two oilier premier free agents 
signed with new reams, Vlude 
Divac moving to die 
Sacramento Kings and Joe 
Smith going to the 
Timhcrwnlvcs, and now it 
looks like die Suns could be 
the biggest losers of the post- 
lockout frenzy if they wind up 
lasing Gugiiotta, too. 

“I’m very nervous, no ques- 
tion about it.” Ainge said. 

"We’re taking a little bit of a 
gamble." Rod Strickland 
remained a no-show Friday as 
the Washington Wizards start- 
ed thrce-a-duy workouts. 

The point guard and the 
Wizards remain far apart on a 
new contract Strickland and 
agent David Falk originally 
demanded S 65 million over 
five years but reportedly low- 
ered tltat to $ 55 niilliun 
Thursday. The Wizards have 
offered about $ 30 million 
over three years. 

Washington executive vice 
president and general manager 
Wes Unscld said both sides 
will continue tulking. 

The pace of. player move- 
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Coates defends Sydney 
bid payments 

.SYDNEY (R) — The man who won Sydney the right to 
tost lie 2000 Olympics acknowledged on Saturday that 
Ifcbad made a last-ditch funding offer to African delegates 
TjitfSaid he had done nothing wrong. Australian Olympic 
Tgprhittee President John Coates said he had anunged 
'sports-funding totalling AS1.9 million ($1.2 million) for 
African countries in the weeks before Sydney won its 
in 1993, fending off its main rival Beijing by just two 
Trates L 45-43. 


Injured Ortlieb announces retirement 

I lfcUEHEL. Austria (R) — Austria’s injured former 
kjand Olympic dowmhill champion Patrick Onlieb 
I'fiis 1 1 -year career in Alpine skiing on Saturday. The 
Sr- old veteran suffered a complicated compound 
ire of his right thigh on Thursday in a crash during 
pg on Kitzbuehel’s notorious Streif piste. 

Cavagnoud lands 
!jl.' second win in three days 

.CORTINA D'AMPEZZO, Italy (R> — Regine Cavagnoud 
of France won an Alpine siding World Cup super-G on 
Saturday, her second victory in the space of three days and 
be* first success in the discipline. The 28-year-old, who 1 on 
TSnrsaky gained her first career win and became the first 
-Seiicfiwoman to win a downhill in 17 years, won again on 

I |a :|5 Olimpia delle Tofane piste in a provisional time 
njf minute 20.25 seconds. 

|Boro launch desperate effort 
. to get Juninho 

ItESBROUGH, England (AFP) — 

Sets hip side Middlesbrough launched a chtch 
f^on ’ Saturday to persuade Brazilian Pb? 1 ””*** 
bho’ to return for a second sunt at the club. Boro 
chairman -Steve Gibson, who along with coach Bryan 
:*obsbn convinced the Brazilian international tojoin thern 
*0 November 1995, flew to Spain in a bid vo vomtncfi 
Juninho. who is currently at Atlenco » Madrid, to jomitan 
:**uot Premiership rivals Aston Villa, ^dlesbrough 
have first option on Juninho, which was insert - 
Mtribct when he left for Spain in 
. Bnt the signs are that Juninho is set to reject 
opt for the Premiership's joint-leaders. I 
could be' made for each other, Juninho s^d. T m ery 
Mattered by their interest - they play the sort 0 

appeals to me. “I have been told aU ***** 
Gregory and the impact he has made at V inninho 
coiiBdent I could well with bun. he added. Swnbo 
^ at Middlesbrough for only IS months ^h^ 4 75 
billon pound ($7.5 million ) move- from Bmdian 
Sao Paub^but his influence was huge. He helped the 


to both the 1997 League and FA Cup finals in the same 
season, but ended up on the losing side on each occasion 
and eventually left for Spain after Middlesbrough were 
relegated from the Premiership. 


Ronaldo to miss match 
against Cagliari 

MILAN, Italy (AFP) — Injury-plagued Brazilian interna- 
tional striker Ronaldo is set to miss Inter Milan’s Italian 
league match against Cagliari on Sunday. Ronaldo has 
been suffering persistent pain from a knee injury and has 
the blessing of the club’s coaching staff to rest for several 
days. He trained only lightly at the club’s Appiano Gentile 
training camp on Friady, but did not touch a ball. Inter 
officials hope Ronaldo will return to action for their 
Italian Cup quarter-final, second-leg match against Lazio 
on Wednesday night at San Siro. Lazio won the first-leg 
match 2-1. 


Kuwaiti footballer named best 
player in asia in December 

KUWAIT (KUNA) — The Asian Football Federation has 
chosen Friday Faraj Lahecb, a Kuwaiti striker, as the best 
Asian footballer for last month. Laheeb. 19. who plays in 
Kuwait club has just joined the national team was named 
the scorer of the Asian Football Tournament that was held 
in bangkok last month with nine goals in eight matches. 
Saad AJ-Houti, board member of the Kuwait club, voiced 
content over the Asian Federation selection and said as 
Jong as there are the suitable financial, technical and , 
administrative support, Kuwaitis will continue their 
achievments in sports in the future. The federations best 
team and coach awards go to Iran and their manager. 

I 

Lebanon to host Asian Cup football j 
tournament 2000 

i 

BEIRUT (KUNA) — Lebanon decided Friday to host j 
Asian Nations Cup football tournament next year, ending j 
doubts about holding the competitions in Beirut. 
Information Minister Anwar Al-Khalil, speaking io 
reporters after a cabinet session, said the decision was 
irreversible and we are about to secure (resources for) the 
need money despite the governments tight-belt policy, 
khalil said the cabinet, however, decided to replace board 
members of the Casino de Liban, the Finance Bank, the 
National Middle East Airliners and Antra Company. Most 
of the members are pro former premier Rafik AI-Hariri. 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister baiim Al-Hoss is 
working with Finance Minister George AI-Qarm to 
finalise The 1999 draft law budget before the end ol 
February. 


tfienl stayed steady Thurxdav. 
with three more trades and 
dozens nf signings. 

— Atlanta iv-signed 
Christian l_tcUncr and dealt 
him to Detroit for Scon 
Pollard and .i draft pick 
— Chicago re -signed Siev e 
Ken' and traded him tu San 
Antonio for Chuck. Person and 
a conditional first -round pick. 

— Deiroil traded tlic draft 
rights to Bun/j Wells tu the 
Portland Trail Blazers tur a 
future first-round pick. 

A few teams, sueli as 
Sacramento and Detroit, made 
all their major moves practi- 
cally at once, while other 
ic.imx filled out their training 
camp rosters ur added an extra 
pan here or there. 

Smith, who reportedly 
turned down S KO million 
from Golden Stale last season 
before he was dealt to 
Philadelphia, sic Lie J a une- 
year deal with Minnesota for $ 
1.75 million. 

IX'iruii re-signed two of its 
own free .ace ills. Jerry 
Stackhouse and Joe Du mars. 
;u id added free agents I.oy 
Vaught and Jud Buechler. 

Sacramento gave Divac S 
62.5 million, welcomed Chris 
Webber to camp and found a 
way to tv-sign Corliss 
Williamson. 

Divac, one of just five active 
NBA players with 3.000 
career points. 5.000 rebounds. 
I, SIX) assists and 1,000 
blocks, said he wants to break 
a streak of 15 consecutive los- 
ing seasons by die Kings — u 
league record. 

’Tliat’s one of the biggest 
challenges in my career now. 
to make Sacramento a com- 
petitive team." he said. “It’s a 
very big challenge, and I like 
challenges.” The Indiana 
Pacers re-signed Rik SntiLs. 
giving him a contract that will 
average a reported S 14 mil- 
lion, the Dallas Mavericks 
signed Suns free agent center 
Hot Rod Williams and the 
Milwaukee Bucks signed the 
last member of the original 
Charlotte Hornets. Dell Curry . 

Tri other free agent moves. 
Seattle signed free agent for- 
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Former Chicago Bulls forward Scottic Pippen holds up his new jersey after officially' 
being traded to the Houston Rockets, Friday. Pippen, who was acquired from the Chicago 
Bulls in exchange for forward Roy Rogers and a future second round draft pick, will join 
the Rockets after 11 distinguished seasons with the Bulls (Reuters photo) 


ward Billy Owens, Sun 
Antonio signed forwards 
Mario Elie and Jerome 
Kersey, the Trail Blazers 
signed point guard Greg 
Anthony, Minnesota signed 
guard Malik Sealy. the Knicks 
signed forward Kurt Thomas. 
Vancouver signed center 
Cherokee Parks and Utah 
brought back Thurl Bailey. 

The sign-and-trade deals 


involving Scortie Pippen no 
Houston) and Luc Langley do 
Phoenix) still had not been 
cleared by the league office. 

In New York Latrell 
Sprewel! met with commis- 
sioner David stem and was 
reinstated. He was expected to 
begin practicing with the 
Knicks on Saturday night. 

The Hornets announced that 
Glen Rice had undercone suc- 


cessful surgery lo remove 
bone chips from Itis elbow. He 
will be out 6-8 weeks. 

The Miami Heat brought 
veteran shooting guard Tern 
Porter into camp, and he 
immediately found himself a 
possible starter after it was 
learned that last season's 
starter. Voshon Lenanl. will be 
out S-10 weeks with a stress 
fracture in his Jell leg. 


Corruption hearing starts 
as scandal rages 


LAUSANNE Switzerland 
(R) — Olympic chiefs started 
a major corruption hearing 
behind locked doors at their 
headquarters on Saturday but 
were unable to stop a bribery 
scandal raging on outside. 

An investigating committee 
of the Intemariunal Olympic 
Committee (IOC) began a 
meeting at which they will 
question some of the 1 3 mem- 
bers accused of taking 
$600,000 worth of goods and 
services from Salt Lake City 
when it won the right to stage 
the 2002 Winter Games. 

The IOC. which usually 
allows journalists into its 
headquarters during meet- 
ings. locked its building on 
the banks of Lake Geneva and 
placed security guards and 
barriers- to keep hack the 
many reporters waiting out- 
side. 

The Salt Lake affair is the 
biggest scandal to hit the IOC 
since Ben Jolirisun's positive 


lest at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics and die political 
boycotts of the 1970s and 
1^80*. h threatens the whole 
future of the IOC and its 
image. 

Some of the members could 
be expelled from the organi- 
sation if they are found guilty 
of taking gifts worth more 
than $150 — the limit under 
Olympic rules — before- they 
voted in J995 to give the 
Games to Salt Lake. 

Committee chiefs would 
not comment as they entered 
the building but some of the 
IOC members accused of 
being involved in the corrup- 
tion were seen entering the 
headquarters during the meet- 
ing. 

They were driven past 
reporters in cars imo an cur 
park under the headquarters 
and kept out of the eye of tele- 
vision cameras and photogra- 
phers. 

The committee is due in 


report its findings on Salt 
Lake to the IOC's ruling exec- 
utive board on Sunday. It has 
been investigating :tlleged 
bribery relating only tu the 
U.S. city but the investigation 
could well be expanded to 
other bidding campaigns. 

The scandal took a new turn 
just before the meeting when 
Australian Olympic 

Comminee president John 
Coaies said in Sydney he liad 
arranged sports lunding 
totalling AS 1.9 million iS1.2 
million t for 1 1 African coun- 
tries in the weeks before 
Sydney won its bid in 1993 
for the 21)00 Summer Games, 
fending off' its main rival 
Beijing bv just two votes, 45- 
43. 

On the eve of the vote. 
Coaies dined wjih Kenyan 
IOC delegate Charles Mukoru 
and Ugandan Francis 
Nyangweso and promised to 
pay their national Olympic 
Committees a total $35,009 


each to sponsor sports pro- 
jects. 

With all die accusations liv- 
ing. Australia's IOC executive 
board member Kevan Gosper 
said on Saturday he hoped die 
executive board would give 
their full backing to the deci- 
sions to choose Salt Lake and 
Sydney when it meets on 
Sunday. 

"Then any uncertainty 
about the location of those 
Games is taken away.” 
Gosper told reporters in 
Lausanne. 

The Sydney issue is set to 
come up at the executive 
board meeting on Sunday. 
Gosper said he had talked to 
Coaies about his comments 
and he believed the offer* 
were not bribes. 

"John Coates has been up 
front. He was simply saying 
you never give up ton win- 
ning support for a vote)." 
Gosper said. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 
IN 

SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi firm in the field of telecommunication . 
security Services and Low Current Systems is seeking 

Sales Engineers 

with the following minimum qualifications: 

y University Degree (related major) 
y/ 3 years of relevant experience in the following: 
CCTV, Security Systems, Access Control, Alarms, 
Audio Visual, MAW and Nurse call system 
V’ age range 27 to 40 years 
v' Fluent in both English & Arabic 

Computer knowledge is an asset 
interested candidates must send mar resumes Delore 30/1/99 to: 


The Marketing Manager 

Fax No.58581 1 1 R. 309 


Boro launch desperate 
effort to get Juninho 


Save water, every drop counts 


Jordan Times Tel.: 
568431 1 -5699634 


MIDDLESBROUGH. 
England t.AFP) — English 
hemiership *ide 

Middlesbrough launched a 
i.ist ditch effort on Saturday 
ii» persuade Brazilian play- 
maker Juninho to return for a 
second slim at the club. 

’Boro chairman Sieve 
Gibson, who along with 
coach Bryan Robson con- 
vinced the Brazilian interna- 
tional to join them in 
November 1995. flew to 
Spain in a bid to convince 
Juninho. who is currently at 
Mlctico Madrid, to join them 
and not Premiership rivals 
Aston Villa. 

Middlesbrough have first 
option on Juninho. which 
was inserted in his contract 
w hen he left for Spain in the 
summer of 1997. 

But the signs are that 
Juninho is set to reject their 
offer and opt for the 
Premiership’s joint- leaders. 


”1 think Villa and I coulJ be 
made fur each other. 
Juninho said. 

"I'm very flattered by their 
interest — they play the sort 
of football that appeals to 
me. 

"I have been told all about 
John Gregory and the impact 
he has made at Villa Park and 
Pm confident I could work 
well with hi in." he added. 

Juninho was al 
Middlesbrough for only IS 
months :dicr his 4.75 million 
pound t$7.5 million j move 
from Brazilian club Sao 
Paulo, but his influence was 
huge. 

He helped the club to both 
the 1997 League and FA Cup 
finals in the same season, but 
ended up on the losing side 
on each occasion and eventu- 
ally left lor Spain after 
Middlesbrough were relegat- 
ed from the Premiership. 
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U.S. to promote Iraqi 


opposition groups in 
international media 



WASHINGTON (R) — As 
part of its efforts to bolster 
Iraqi opposition groups, the 
United States plans to pro- 
mote them in the media as 
the authentic voice of the 
Iraqi people, a senior U.S. 
official said on Friday. 

But the official, Bruce 
Reidel of the White House 
National Security Council, 
acknowledged many of the 
groups bad serious differ- 
ences that hindered their 
ability to work together. 

Reidel, President Bill 
Clinton's special assistant 
for Near East and South 
Asian affairs, briefed 
reporters at the U.S. Foreign 
Press Centre. 

“I think that's an early 
place where we will work 
with these groups, to cry and 
get them more access to the 
international media and a 
better opportunity to speak 
for the Iraqi people,” he said. 

The Clinton adminis tration 
on Tuesday designated 

seven Iraqi opposition 

groups as eligible for U.S. 
aid, including the Tehran- 
based coalition which domi- 
nates Shiite Muslim resis- 
tance to the government 

It acted as part of a modi- 
fied U.S. policy designed not 
only to contain Iraqi 

President Saddam Hussein 
with sanctions and military 
force but also to strengthen 
opposition groups who 

could help force his ouster. 

In a report to Congress, the 
administration certified the 
seven groups were commit- 
ted to democratic values, 
human rights, Iraq’s territor- 
ial integrity and peaceful ties 
with its neighbours. 

Clinton was fulfilling a 
requirement in last year's 


Iraq Liberation Act, which 
provided $97 million for 
approved Iraqi opposition 
groups, mostly in the form 
of military materiel from 
Pentagon surpluses. 

The designation is the first 
step toward disbursing the 
assistance, but U.S. officials 
say it may be some time 
before they decide the time 
is right to start paying ouL 

The seven groups include 
the Iraqi National Congress 
(INC), probably the best 
known of the mainstream 
coalitions, the two main 
Kurdish groups — the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
— and the Tehran-based 
Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 

(scm 

Reidel said Washington 
had made good progress in 
trying to promote reconcilia- 
tion between the two main 
Kurdish groups. 

They are “engaged in a 
serious dialogue about 
resolving their differences 
and increasing their cooper- 
ation in the north'’ of Iraq, 
where the United States and 
its allies maintain a protect- 
ed zone, he said. 

He said the adminis tration 
would bring the offer Iraqi 
groups together in a meet- 
ing, but details were not yet 
seL 

“We recognise that many 
of these groups still have dif- 
ferences with each offer and 
have not yet reached agree- 
ment on how to work togeth- 
er,*’ he said. 

He said the important 
thing was for the groups to 
receive U.S. assistance so 
they could develop as an 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Algerian rebels kOl 10 militia men’ 

ALGIERS (R) — Islamist rebels killed 10 pro-government 
militiamen in two attacks sou* of Algiers, a local newspaper 
said on Saturday. They ambushed the village-based militia- 
men. known as Patriots, killing six of them and seriously 
wounding another in Sidi A1 Kebir hamlet in Blida province, 
50 km south of Algiers, Le Quotidien d'Oran reported The 
ambush took place on Thursday, when rebels cut the throats erf 
five ci vilians in Skti A1 Kebir village in a separate attack, it said 
Four offer Patriots were killed a day earlier in Boufarik area in 
the same province in a battle with rebels, the daily added The 
government has armed thousands of volunteers, officially 
called Patriots, to guard villages against Islamist militants. 

Iranian daily ordered dosed 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A newspaper run by a daughter of former 
Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam has been banned 
for two weeks for allegedly defaming a security official, the 
daily announced Saturday. Zan (Woman) daily, run by moder- 
ate MP and feminist activist Faezeh Hashemi. was ordered 
closed from Jan. 24 to February 7 by aTehran court, it said. The 
paper has been plagued by several lawsuits, mainly one filed 
by police security chief General Mohammad Naghdi after he 
was accused by the daily of participating in an attack on two 
senior government officials by extremists in September: 

‘Search for Ocalan shifts 9 

ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish secret service has asked its 
Azeri counterparts to look into reports that Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan may be hiding out in the Armenian enclave 
of Nagomo Karabakh. a Turkish newspaper reported Saturday. 
Citing secret service sources, the Radikal daily said Ocalan was 
spirited out of Russia late Thursday, a day before Russian 
authorities announced the rebel leader was “not currently" in 
Russian territory. According to these sources. Ocalan was 
flown first to the Armenian capital Yerevan and then ou to 
Karabakh. the paper said Radikal pointed out that Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel has been visiting Azeri President 
Heydar Aliyev, who is undergoing treatment in an Ankara hos- 
pital. more frequently than required by the laws of hospitality. 

South Sudan group registers as party 

KHARTOUM (R) — A group of southern Sudanese former 
rebel factions which signed a 1997 peace accord with 
Khartoum applied on Saturday to become a political party 
under a new law reinstating the multi-party system in Sudan. 
The United Democratic Salvation Front (UDSF) became the 
17th group to register since the new law took effect on Jan. 1 
permitting political parties, officials sakf. Analysts said the 
UDSF was expected to be a popular patty in southern Sudan 
because it wants southern self-detemunation through an inter- 
nationally supervised referendum. Riek Machar, who beads a 
council put in place by Khartoum to govern the south, is the 
UDSF leader. 

Thleban sees rulers erring on beard issue 

KABUL (R) — A senior official of Afghanistan's Taleban gov- 
ernment said on Saturday some Muslim rulers were violating 
Islamic injunctions to grow long beards. “Growing a beard is 
an order of Prophet [Mohammad]," Maulvi Shamsuddin, 
deputy minister of TaJeban's religious police, told reporters. 
But he said: “Many Muslims, some heads of Islamic states, 
including that of Saudi Arabia, do not abide by this order” The 
Taleban, which controls more than 90 per cent of the war-tom 
country it wants to turn into a purist Islamic state, has ordered 
men to grow beards to the size of a fist It has also banned tele- 
vision and music, and barred women from outdoor work, 
except in the medical field, and from going out of their homes 
without wearing an all-enveloping burqa veil 


“alternative voice." 

‘It’s a terrible shame that 
the only voice the world 
hears speaking for Iraq are 
the spokesman for Saddam’s 
regime," he said. “Those 
people don’t speak for 
Iraqis. They speak for a 
small narrow regime which 
oppresses the Iraqi people.” 

Groups like the Iraqi 
National Congress “can be 
an effective alternative so 
the world opinion can hear 
what offer Iraqis think and 
what they think about this 
regime,” he said 

He stressed that because 
Saddam's re gim e has a his- 
tory of brutally repressing 
critics, the United States 
would work with opposition 
groups “piece by piece in an 
integrated approach.” 

SCIRL Iraq’s main Shiite 
Muslim opposition group, 
on Thursday rejected the aid 
offer from Washington. A 
spokesman said this was an 
'‘incorrect way” to deal with 
the opposition. 

Reidel said the United 
States had had a dialogue 
with the group and hoped 
that would continue. 

‘1 think it is a measure of 
our effort to be credible on 
this, that a group which is as 
well established as the 
SCIRI would be made theo- 
retically eligible [for U.S. 
aid]. Whether they want it or 
not in the future is a question 
that we will resolve with 
them as time goes on,” he 
said 

SCIRI was the most sur- 
prising choice on the U.S. 
list It is led by Ayatollah 
Mohammad Baqer A1 
Hakim, a Shiite Muslim 
cleric who opposes outside 
intervention to oust Saddam. 


‘Over 
160,000 
Iraqis died 
in 1998 
due to U.N. 
embargo’ 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Some 
160,000 Iraqis died last year as 
a direct result of crippling UN. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
more than eight years ago, the 
health ministiy said Saturday. 

More than 71,000 children 
under the age of five were 
among the dead the ministry 
said in a report published by 
the official INA news agency. 

The children died mainly 
from infection of the lungs, 
chronic diarrhoea and malnu- 
trition. while adults died from 
heart disease, kidney failure, 
hypertension and cancer 

Health Minister Umid 
Medhat Mubarak last week 
said more than l.S million 
Iraqis had died since 1990 due 
to the embargo, the Gulf War 
and repeated military strikes. 

He said infant mortality bad 
nearly quadrupled since sanc- 
tions were imposed in 1990, 
rising from 24 in every thou- 
sand in 1990 to its present rate 
of 98 in every thousand. 

Total deaths among children 
younger than five stands at 

8.600 per month compared to 

1.600 per month before the 
Gulf War, the minister said. 
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Hot-air balloons take off into the sky of the resort of Chateau d’Oex, Switzerland, on Saturday for the 21st ‘week 
of ballooning’ festival which will be held from January 23 to 31 (AP photo) 


U.N. Security Council continues 
discussion over Iraq inspections 


UNITED NATIONS 

(Agencies) — The UN. 
Security Council appeared 
Friday to have inched 
toward ending a stalemate 
on how to inspect Iraq's dis- 
armament after December’s 
U.S.-British air strikes, 
diplomats said. 

The council's 15 members 
are discussing a “procedur- 
al” proposal presented by 
Canada and amended by 
Argentina to end the stale- 
mate stemming from deep 
disagreements on the issue 
within the UN. body, diplo- 
mats reported. 

Brazilian Ambassador 
Celso Amorim, the coun- 
cil's president, told 
reporters after a closed-door 
meeting that “on ..several 
issues; I think it will be 1 pos- 
sible to approximate posi- 
tions.” 

“I have the impression we 
are on the good track," he 
added. However, “it is not 
clear yet,” he said, adding 
that discussions will resume 
Monday afternoon. 

“We’re actually making 


good progress,” said British 
Ambassador Jeremy 
Greenstock. 

Canada’s proposal would 
have Iraq’s disarmament 
process assessed at a joint 
meeting of UNSCOM, the 
existing UN. inspection 
team, and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). The meeting would 
be chaired, not by 
UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler, but by Jayantha 
Dhanapala, a top U.N. dis- 
armament official. 

Argentina Ambassador 
Fernando Petrella proposed 
that Amorim chair the 
UNSCOM-IAEA meeting. 

Canada accepted the 
Argentine proposal, as did a 
dear majority of the coun- 
cil, sail! 1 '"'Canadian 
Ambassador Robert Fowler. 

“In the majority’s view, 
and including the .United 
Kingdom’s view, it’s a 
entirely sensible way of 
moving forward,” said 
Britain’s Greenstock. T 
think we will go looking for 
unanimity on that proposal 


because it just got quite a lot 
of support,” he added. 

The council did not debate 
proposals by France and 
Russia to lift the embargo 
and install a new system for 
inspecting Iraqi disarma- 
ment, diplomats said. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
the U.N. Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) on Friday 
called for the Iraq weapons 
inspection process to be 
handed over to international 
agendes rather than bodies 
of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Mohammad Ai Baradei, 
head of the IAEA, sent the 
13 membeis of the U.N. 
Security Council an unoffi- 
cial document suggesting 
that “competent internation- 
al agencies”’’ conduct' the 
Iraq weapons inspections 
rather than "subsidiary bod- 
ies of the Security Council.” 

“This would not weaken 
the authority of the inspect- 
ing bodies, but rather 
strengthen it,” he said. 

UNSCOM is a special 
commission of the council 


The 15 members of the 
council are locked in a 
stalemate over Iraq inspec- 
tions, with the United States 
wanting UNSCOM to con- 
tinue the work, and France 
and Russia wanting it out of 
the picture due to fierce 
* opposition from Baghdad 
after December’s British- 
U.S. air strikes. Russia 
prefers IAEA and other 
U.N. agendes continue the 
work. 

Baghdad has often com- 
pared IAEA’s “professional- 
ism” to UNSCOM’s “nest 
of spies.” 

Al Baradei calls his sug- 
gestion a reflection on “die 
next chapter of verification 
in Iraq.” 

The Vienna-based IAEA 
is concerned with looking 
for evidence of nuclear 
potential in Iraq, while 
UNSCOM inspectors are 
charged with looking for 
chemical and biological 
material. 

All inspectors pulled out 
of Iraq before the December 
air strikes. 


Trial of six Britons charged with 
bomb plot set to open in Yemen 


ADEN (AFP) — The trial of 
six Britons charged with 
planning a bombing cam- 
paign in Yemen is ready to 
open now that investigators 
have completed their 
inquiries, a spokesman for 
the prosecutor’s office said 
Saturday. 

“The Aden province pros- . 
ecutor's office has complet- 
ed its inquiries concerning 
the six suspects with British 
passports who are accused 
of conspiring to commit acts 
of sabotage in Aden 
province," the spokesman 
said. “The . prosecutor’s 
office will refer the case 
Files to the magistrate's 
court in Sira [a district of the 
southern port dry of Aden] 
Sunday ” he told the official 
news agency SABA 
Shahid Butt, 33, Malik 
Nassar Harhra, 26, Sarnad 
Ahmad, 21. all from 
Birmingham. Ghulam 
Hussein, 23, from Luton, 
and Muhsin Ghalain, 18, 


from London, were detained 
in Yemen last month. 
Yemeni authorities say a 
sixth Briton wanted by 
police, Mohammad Kamel 
Mustafa, is on the run. 

The five Britons in cus- 
tody were charged earlier 
this month with “association 
with armed groups, with a 
criminal plan to commit 
murder, explosion and 
destruction and possession 
of weapons.” A Yemeni offi- 
cial said the men had also 
been charged with posses- 
sion of “international com- 
munications devices, as well 
as starting to commit acts of 
sabotage against Yemeni 
and foreign interests in 
Aden." 

A seventh man, an Arab 
named Amer Abdul 
Rahman, was also charged 
with the same offence. 

The lawyer for the six men 
in custody said he had for- 
mally met his clients 
Saturday for the first time 


since their arrest 30 days 
ago. “I had confidential 
access to my clients for the 
first time this morning and 
spoke with them for about 
two hours,” Badr Basunaid 
told AFP. “Their spirits are 
high and they were in a good 
mood. They seemed very 
healthy and generally in 
good shape,” he said. 

He added that a trial date 
for the men. five Britons and 
an Arab national, had yet to 
be set Basunaid had earlier 
been reported as saying that 
the trial was likely to start in 
early to mid-February. 

He said he was pushing for 
the men to be transferred 
from the criminal investiga- 
tion department building 
where they are currently 
being held to Aden’s central 
prison. 

“I will meet them again 
when there is any necessi- 
ty,” he said, but added that 
there was no further meeting 
scheduled yet. Basunaid had 


briefly met and spoken to 
the six men when they were 
charged, but this was the 
first confidential meeting. - 

Yemeni authorities have 
linked the six to the kidnap- 
ping of a group of Western 
tourists last month in which 
three Britons ' and an 
Australian were killed when 
security forces mounted a 
rescue operation. They are 
accused of plotting to carry 
out a bombing spree on New 
Year’s Eve, with the British 
consulate and an Anglican 
church among the targets. 

The suspects are “the most 
dangerous band of merce- 
naries and agents prepared 
abroad to attack the security 
and stability of Yemen,” 
Vice President Abd Rabbo 
Mansur Hadi said Saturday, 
congratulating the security 
services for arresting them. 

The men deny the charges 
and their families in Britain 
have protested their inno- 
cence. 


Palestinians call for boycott of goods from Jewish settlements 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Palestinian cabinet issued a 
statement Saturday criticising 
Jewish settlement activities in 
Palestinian areas and calling 
for measures to be taken 
against them. 

“The Palestinian leadership, 
in view of the current stale- 


mate in the implementation of 
the Wye River accords is ask- 
ing the European Union, the 
United States, Russia, Japan 
and economic groups to boy- 
cott products from Israeli set- 
tlements,” the statement said. 

The European Commission 
decided in May last year to 


recommend that products 
from the settlements should 
be excluded from the EU’s 
trade agreement with Israel, 
on the grounds that they had 
not originated in territory 
legally recognised as part of 
Israel. 

The recommendation. 


which was not implemented, 
prompted angry reactions 
from settlers who said the 
policy was “reminiscent of 
the lists of Jews drawn up 
dining the Nazi era.” 

The Palestinian cabinet 
statement also attacked the 
recent increase in settlement 


activity. ‘The Palestinian 
leadership cannot accept the 
stalemate and increase of set- 
tlementactivity on our land as 
if all signed agreements have 
lost meaning and became a 
cover for occupation and set- 
tlements, the statement 
-added. 


Police break up Tehran rally in support of murdered writers 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police forcibly 
dispersed a demonstration here on 
Saturday in memory of two writers 
who were murdered in Iran last 
month, witnesses said. 

Several hundred people had taken 
part in the rally in front of the 
Hassan Mosque in north Tehran, 


where they had earlier gathered to 
commemorate the 40th day since 
the deaths of Mohammad Mokhtari 
and Mohammad Pouyandeh. 

Police beat up some protesters 
with batons, among them relatives 
of the writers, after they began 
shouting: . “Down with the 


Dictatorship," and offer slogans 
against the regime, witnesses said. 

The mourners poured into the 
street after they were denied their 
request to have their eight speakers 
deliver speeches in memory of the 
writers. ' 

It was the second time in days that 


riot police had forcibly broken up a 
demonstration — on Thursday 
police dispersed several thousand 
demonstrators who had gathered to 
mark the anniversary of the drafh of. 
former Prime. Minister Mehdi 
Bazargan. a moderate opposition-;: 
figure who died in 1995. . \ r‘ 


Non-existent 
Italian livestock 


ROME (AP) — Counting 1 
sheep, Italy’s agriculture nun- fl 
istry got a wake-up calk Fully S 
41 per cent of the sheep, goats 3 
and hulls claimed by the coun- ^ 
try’s farmers exiaed wily jr 
papa; shepherded only to | 
apply fix European Union f 
subsidies. The agriculture £ 

rrrfms rry announced its dis- j 
covery Friday after an investi- $■ 
gation by forest rangers. The . j 
rangers tagged the animals 
with biodegradable paint to § 
make sure they didn't check 5 
any twice in their head counts, ■£ 
Tbs paint foiled farmers' prac- \ 
rice o€ borrowing flocks from T 
nraghhotm; when inspectors j 
were due. Sheep and gotas ± 
made up the bulk of the imag- "j 
inary flocks, with only d 
633,589 identified out of ' 
1,090,713 claimed, the agri- .? 
c ulture ministry said. 

Fake psychiatrist | 
receives jail term ' 

LEIPZIG (AFP) — A - 
German postal worker who _ 
posed for yeas as a psychia- .. 
trist, even appearing as a med- - 
ical expert in court, was jailed _ 
fix four years Friday in the ' 
eastern city of Leipzig. Gert ". 
Uwe PosteL, 40. held the job of . 
top doc&x at the psychiatric ■) 
clinic of Zschadrass from 
1995 to 1997. where be was - 
responsible for prisoners for a 
year before setting up his own . 
clinic. After presenting fake i 
documents to an employment 
centre in Bertin-Braratenburg 
in 1994, Postel was taken on 
as- a court psychology expert - 
before working in a regional 
insurance centre in Stuttgart 

Frenchman shucks 
2,064 oysters 
in one hour 


LYON (AFP) — A roan in 
France has- been- crowned the 
world's top oyster shucker 
after prying open 2.064 shells 
in an bar, officials at an annu- 
al gastronomy convention 
here said on Friday. Marcel 
LesoDle of Ranee, 47, set the 
world record using a four- 
centimetre-long oyster knife. 
He outdid his previous best — 
also a world record — set in 
1995 of 1,429 oysters opened 
in an hour The champion, 
whose record will be noted in 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records, hopes to open a 
French school to produce pro- 
fessional oyster shudders, offi- 
cials at the convention said. 

German child 
takes trucks 
for joyride 

FRANKFURT (R) — A 13- 
y ear-old German boy with a 
passion fix heavy trucks has 
been stealing 40-tonners and 
taking them for joyrides 
around Europe. In Ms latest 
excursion this week, Andreas' 
B„ son of a lorry driver, trig- 
gered an international police 
bunt after he jumped into a J 6- 
metre truck left unattended, : 
manoeuvred it out of a truck 
yard, and drove onto a motor’ 
way. The trip took him into 
Holland and back to north- 
west Germany, where he 
clipped the wing minor of a 
tnidc d uring a precarious 
overtaking manoeuvre on the' 
motor way near Duisburg. 
Police finally managed to per- . 
suade him to stop by contact- 
ing him on a mobile phone left 
in the truck. 

People work more 
and enjoy rt less 

ANAHEIM (AP) — People 
work more than they want to. 
A new study of two-career 
couples finds that the number 
of hours they spend on the job 
has risen substantially in the 
past two decades. “People are 
working longer hours, and it's 
not because they want to,” 
said Marin Garkberg. a 
Cornell University sociolo- 
gist. Clarkberg and offer 
researchers presented their lat- 
est findings on the work-fam- 
ily time squeeze Friday at a 
meeting of the American 
Association for the 
•Advancement - of -Science. 
Boff sexes fed stressed by the 
ycoj-npeting demands of . job 
indhonie. 




